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JESUS - Who was he?
 What did he say and do?
 Why did he have to die?

John, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote these words;

“I saw what took place and have written it down.
Everything I have told you is true; 

I know the truth of what I saw and heard. 
These things have been written so you will believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing in him you will have 

life in his Name.”
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This book tells the story of the life of Jesus Christ. 
Four men, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote 

about Jesus. And what they said has been combined 
into a single book, in easy to read language.
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Introduction 

JESUS The Man Who Came From God  
has been written for those who would like to know about 
Jesus:  
who he was, 
what he said and did,  
and why he died.

At the end of this book, there is a prayer for people to pray.

Murray Marks

Author Email:    mcm4316@gmail.com
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Jesus’ Early Years 

Eyewitness reports (1.1)
This is the record of the life of Jesus, the Son of God, who 
came from heaven; he was the Messiah and was sent by God. 
And it’s good news for all people. (Messiah means ‘chosen 
one’.)

(The record of Jesus’ life is in the Bible. Four men, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, helped by others who were close to Jesus. 
wrote down the important events in his life. Luke was writing 
for a friend, and this is how he began: ‘A number of people 
have written down many of the things that Jesus said and did. 
Also, those who were with Jesus have told them to me. So using 
what I have read and heard, I made a careful study of his life 
and have written it down in the order that the events took 
place. In this way you can be sure of what you have been told. 
So from the time Jesus began his work on earth until he went 
back to heaven, what he said and did is here for you to read.’)

A surprised couple (1.2)
The record of Jesus’ life begins at the time when Herod was 
king of Judea, the southern part of Israel. (In 63BCE, an 
army from Rome invaded Israel, and the nation came under 
its control. Jesus was born about sixty years after this, and the 
Romans were allowing Herod to be king over the Judea area. 
The most important city in Israel was Jerusalem; it had a large 
temple where the Jewish people worshiped God.)
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One of the priests who helped in the temple was a man 
named Zechariah. He and his wife Elizabeth obeyed the 
laws God had given to the Jewish people, and were careful 
to do all that was right. But they had never been able to have 
children, and by now both were quite old.

The time came once more for Zechariah to serve as a priest in 
the temple, and so he made the journey from his home town 
to Jerusalem. One day he was in the temple at the time when 
he would burn incense on the altar, the place where prayer 
was made, while the people were outside praying. Suddenly 
an angel from God appeared, standing at the right-hand side 
of the altar.

Zechariah was surprised and frightened, and the angel said, 
“Don’t be afraid; God has sent me to you. He has heard the 
prayer you have prayed for so long; your wife will have a 
baby. It will be a boy, and you are to call him John. He will 
give you both much joy, and many will be glad that he was 
born. He will be a man who is great in God’s sight; even 
before he is born he will be filled with God’s Spirit. And he 
is never to take wine or other alcoholic drink. He will speak 
to the people with words from God, and many in Israel will 
turn back to God before the Messiah, the Lord of heaven, 
comes. He will be like Elijah, the man in the past who lived 
fully for God and spoke with his power.1 Parents will once 
again teach their children to love and obey God, and others 
who have turned away from him will listen to those who 
do what is right. Your son will make people ready for the 
coming of the Lord of heaven.”

Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure this will 
happen? My wife and I are too old to have children.”

The angel said, “I am Gabriel and I stand in the presence 
of God in heaven; he has sent me to tell you this wonderful 
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news. But because you didn’t believe what I said, you will be 
unable to speak until your son is born. All I have told you will 
take place at the time God has chosen.” Then the angel left.

While this was taking place, the people were waiting outside 
the temple and they wondered why Zechariah was taking so 
long. When he came out to them he found that he couldn’t 
speak. He was making signs with his hands, and they knew 
he had seen something important from God.

When the time for Zechariah’s work at the temple came 
to an end he returned home, and soon after this Elizabeth 
became pregnant. She said to Zechariah, “God has made this 
possible. He has been kind to me, and now I will be a mother 
like other women.” And for the next five months she stayed 
quietly at home.

A surprised young woman (1.3)
Six months after Elizabeth became pregnant, God sent the 
angel Gabriel to a young woman who lived in Nazareth, a 
town in Galilee, the northern part of Israel. Her name was 
Mary, and she was promised in marriage to Joseph, a man 
from King David’s family line. (David had been Israel’s 
greatest king, about a thousand years before this time.2)

The angel came to Mary and spoke to her, and then said, 
“You are greatly favoured! The God of heaven is with you.” 
Mary was very surprised at these words and wondered what 
they could mean.

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; God has looked on 
you with favour. You will become pregnant and give birth to 
a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be a 
truly great man and be called the Son of the Most High God. 
And God will give him the kingdom that David had; he will 
be the true ruler of the Jewish people, and his kingdom will 
never end.”
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Mary said, “How will this happen? I have never been with a 
man.”

The angel said, “The Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit, will come 
upon you and the power of God will be over you. And so the 
holy one who is born will be called the Son of God. There 
is something else I will tell you; Elizabeth, your relative, 
is going to have a baby. She is long past the age of having 
children, and people have said she couldn’t have them, but 
she is now six months pregnant. God has spoken, and no 
word of his will ever fail.”

Mary replied, “I am the Lord’s servant; may it be for me as 
you have said.” Then the angel left.

And soon after this Mary became pregnant, just as she had 
been told.

A family visit (1.4)
When Mary heard about Elizabeth’s baby, she decided to go 
and see her, so she made the journey to the hill country of 
Judea where Zechariah and Elizabeth lived. And when Mary 
went into to the house and spoke to her, there was much 
movement of Elizabeth’s baby within her.

Elizabeth was then filled with the Holy Spirit and she cried 
out: “Mary, God has been wonderfully good to you; he has 
blessed you more than any other woman, and his blessing 
will be on the baby you have! And he has been so good to 
me; the mother of my Lord has come to visit me. At the 
moment you spoke, my baby was moving with joy. God’s 
blessing is on you because you believed the angel, that God 
would bring about what he promised you.”

And Mary spoke these words from God: “From the depths 
of my heart I say how great is the God of heaven and earth, 
and my spirit within cries out and says how wonderful is 
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God my Saviour, for he has seen a lowly person like me. 
From now on all people will say how good God has been 
to me; the Mighty God has done great things for me - his 
Name is holy. His loving kindness goes out to all who fear 
and honour him, from one generation to the next. Our God 
is strong and powerful; he sweeps aside those whose hearts 
are proud and makes great leaders fall; but he is good to 
those who are humble, whose hearts are open to him. He 
cares for the needy and gives them what is good, but has 
nothing for those who live only for riches. And he has come 
to the help of Israel, the people who serve him. He has not 
forgotten his promise to Abraham and those after him, to 
show kindness forever to all who would come from him.”3 
(Abraham lived two thousand years before this time, and was 
a man who trusted in God and obeyed him. God had told 
Abraham that from him would come a nation of people who 
would worship and serve him.4)

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months, and then she 
returned to Nazareth.

John is born (1.5)
Soon after this, Elizabeth’s baby was born and it was a boy, 
as the angel had said. Her neighbours and family saw how 
kind God had been, and they were just as happy as she 
was. Eight days after he was born he was circumcised, as 
required by the Jewish religious laws.5 (Circumcision is the 
cutting off of the loose skin of the penis, and was done by a 
priest.)

This was the time for the baby to be named, and those who 
were there wanted to call him Zechariah, after his father. 
But Elizabeth quickly said, “No! He will be called John.” 
They said no-one in the family had that name, and asked 
Zechariah what he wanted. He still couldn’t speak from 
when the angel appeared to him and had to write it down, 
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and to everyone’s surprise he wrote, “His name is John.” The 
moment Zechariah wrote those words he began to speak, 
and was praising and thanking God for their son.  

Zechariah, too, was now filled with the Holy Spirit, and he 
spoke these words from God: “Praise to the God of Israel; 
he has come to the help of his people. Someone is coming 
to save us, a man from David’s line, just as our leaders were 
told long ago.6 God promised Abraham he would protect us 
from those against us so we could serve him in peace, and 
live our days in the way that is holy and right. 7”

Then Zechariah said this: “And you, my son, will be a man 
who speaks to people with words from God. They will open 
their heart to God and ask him to forgive their sins; you will 
make people ready for the coming of the Lord of heaven. 
Our God has been so kind and good to us. The light from 
heaven will come, to shine on those who live in darkness 
and the shadow of death, and to show us the way that leads 
to peace.”

The people in the town and surrounding countryside were 
amazed by all that had taken place. They knew it was from 
God, and everyone was asking, “What kind of man will this 
baby be?”

As John grew up he was a man who was strong within, and 
God was with him. Later he left his parents’ home and went 
to live in the wild and lonely part of Judea. And he stayed 
there until the time came to do the work God had given him.

A difficult decision (1.6)
When Mary returned to Nazareth, she was more than three 
months pregnant. Mary was to marry Joseph but they had 
not begun their life together, and she told him what the angel 
had said, that she would have a baby through the Holy Spirit.
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When Joseph heard this he wasn’t sure what to do. He was a 
man who did what was right, and didn’t want Mary to suffer 
shame because she was pregnant. But because of what she 
had said, he wondered if it would be better to quietly end 
their plans for marriage.

While he was still thinking this over, an angel from God 
came to him in a dream one night and said, “Joseph, don’t 
be concerned about taking Mary to be your wife; the baby 
she has is from the Holy Spirit. It will be a boy and you are to 
give him the name Jesus; he will save his people from their 
sins.” (The name Jesus means ‘he saves’.)

Many years before this, a prophet had spoken these words from 
God: ‘A young woman will become pregnant and have a son. 
And it will be just as the name Immanuel means: ‘God is with 
us.’’8 (A prophet was someone who spoke words from God for 
people to hear. Many of the words of the prophets were written 
down and are in the Old Testament, the first part of the Bible.)

When Joseph woke from his sleep he did as the angel had 
told him. He took Mary to his home as his wife, but they did 
not begin their sexual relationship until after the baby had 
been born.

Jesus is born (1.7)
At this time, the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, had 
given an order that a count was to be taken of all people 
living under Roman rule. Everyone had to go to the place 
where their family line began, for their names to be recorded 
there. This meant that Joseph had to go to Bethlehem, in 
Judea, because he was from King David’s line, and this was 
the town that David came from.

So Joseph and Mary left Nazareth and made the journey to 
Bethlehem; by now it was almost time for the baby to be 
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born. When they arrived, they went to the place where trav-
ellers stayed but there was no room for them, and they had 
to sleep where animals such as cows and donkeys were kept. 
And it was there that the baby was born. Mary wrapped her 
baby in pieces of cloth and put him in a manger, a feed-box 
for the animals.

Some visitors arrive (1.8)
At the same time as this, some men were out in the coun-
tryside near Bethlehem, looking after their sheep through 
the night. Suddenly out of the darkness an angel from God 
appeared, and the brightness and glory of God shone round 
them. The men didn’t know what was happening and were 
terrified.

The angel said to them, “Don’t be frightened; I have wonderful 
news that will bring great joy to all the people. This day in 
Bethlehem your Saviour has been born; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. And this is how you will know who he is: he will be 
wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feed-box.”

Then a great number of angels appeared in the sky, praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in heaven above, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.”

When the angels had gone back to heaven, the men said to 
one another, “We will go to Bethlehem and see this baby that 
God has told us about.” So they hurried off and went into the 
town and found Mary and Joseph, with the baby lying in a 
feed-box.

After they had seen him, they told everyone they met about 
the baby and the words of the angel, and people were amazed 
at what they said. Then the men went back to their sheep, 
praising and thanking God for what they had seen and 
heard that night. And Mary quietly thought about her baby 
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and the wonderful thing that God had done. Then eight days 
after he was born, he was circumcised and given the name 
Jesus, the name the angel said he was to be called.

So this is the record of Jesus’ birth. He grew up as the son 
of Joseph and Mary, and his family line was known for 
several thousand years, as far back as Abraham. And before 
Abraham there were others whose names were known, right 
back to Adam, the first man, whom God created.9

Jesus taken to the temple (1.9)
Soon after this, Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem to take 
their baby to the temple. They were following the Jewish 
religious law that said the first boy in a family was to be 
given to God, to serve him.10 They were also bringing an 
offering to God, which was to be either two doves or two 
young pigeons.11

Living in Jerusalem at that time was an old man named 
Simeon. He worshiped God with all his heart and constantly 
prayed, asking him to come to the help of Israel; and God’s 
Spirit was on him. And the Spirit had told him that before he 
died he would see the Messiah, come from God.

On the day that Mary and Joseph went to the temple, 
Simeon was there, prompted by the Spirit. When they came 
into the temple, Simeon took the baby in his arms and he 
was praising God and said: “God of heaven and Lord of all, 
you promised me this, and now I can die in peace; I have 
seen the one who has come to save us. All people will see 
what you have done; this light from heaven will show other 
nations your ways and your truth, and bring glory to your 
people, Israel.”

Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon was saying. 
Then he prayed, asking God to bless them, and he spoke these 
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words to Mary: “This baby will cause the people of Israel to 
either accept or reject what God has done. If they are against 
your son they will be against God himself, and what is in 
their hearts will then be known. And you his mother will 
have great agony of heart because of what is done to him.”

As Simeon was saying this, an old lady called Anna came 
into the temple. She had been a widow for a long time and 
was a prophet, speaking words from God. She was at the 
temple day and night, praying and worshiping God, and 
often fasted to give herself fully to God when she prayed.

When she saw Mary and Joseph, she immediately went up to 
them and was thanking God for their baby. Then she quickly 
left to tell others about him, those who constantly prayed for 
the Jewish people to be free. 

When Mary and Joseph had done everything required by 
the religious laws, they left Jerusalem and went back to 
Nazareth. And after a time they returned to Bethlehem.

Some unexpected visitors (1.10)
Some time after this, some men from a country to the east 
of Israel came to Jerusalem; these were men who studied the 
stars. When they arrived in the city they were asking people, 
“Where is the child who has been born to be king of Israel? 
We saw a new star when it rose in the sky, and we know it is 
to announce his birth. We have come here to worship him.”

When the people of Jerusalem heard this, they wondered 
what it could mean. Then Herod the king was told what the 
men were saying and he was worried. He called the religious 
leaders and teachers together and said to them, “Tell me, 
where will the Messiah be born?”

They said, “It will be in Bethlehem, in Judea. A prophet has 
spoken these words from God: ‘Bethlehem, you are only a 
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small town but one day you will be very important; from 
you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people, 
Israel.”12

Herod then asked the men to see him secretly, and he found 
out when they had first seen the star. He told them to go to 
Bethlehem to look for the child and said, “As soon as you 
find him, come back and tell me so I can worship him, too.”

So the men left the city, and as they went on their way the 
star rose in the night sky ahead of them. When they came 
to Bethlehem, they were overjoyed to see it above the house 
they were to go to, and when they went inside they saw the 
little boy there with Mary. They knelt down and gave him 
gifts of gold, spices and costly perfume.

Then the men left Bethlehem, but they didn’t go back to 
Jerusalem. God had warned them in a dream not to go to 
Herod, and they returned to their country by another way.

A cruel king (1.11)
When Herod realised that the men were not coming he 
was very angry because he had planned to kill the little boy. 
They had told the king when the star first appeared, and he 
gave an order that every boy two years of age and under in 
Bethlehem and the surrounding area was to be killed. And 
this was as a prophet had said: ‘There will be crying and great 
sadness in Israel; mothers will cry for their children. And 
they won’t be comforted because their children are dead.’13

But before this terrible thing took place, one night an angel 
from God appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up 
and take your wife and child away from here; Herod is looking 
for your son to kill him. Go to Egypt and stay there until you 
are told to come back.” Joseph did what the angel had said, 
and that night he took his wife and child and left Bethlehem. 
And they kept travelling until they came to Egypt.
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Some time after this Herod died, and an angel again appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get ready and take your wife 
and child back to Israel. The man who wanted to kill your 
son is dead.” So Joseph and Mary took their child and left 
Egypt. And this was as a prophet had said: ‘From out of 
Egypt I have called my son.’14

When they returned to Israel and came to Judea, they heard 
that Herod’s son was king in charge of that area, and Joseph 
was afraid to go any further. He was then told in a dream not 
to go back there, and they went on to Nazareth, in Galilee. 
It was here that the family lived, and because of this, Jesus 
would be known as a Nazarene.

As Jesus grew up as a boy, he knew and understood the 
things that were right, and God was with him.

Jesus stays behind in the temple (1.12)
Once a year, the religious celebration called Passover was 
held in Jerusalem. This was an important occasion for Jewish 
people, and Mary and Joseph always went to it.

In the year that Jesus turned twelve, the family again made 
the journey to Jerusalem to go to the Passover. When the 
celebrations were over, Mary and Joseph left to go home 
but their boy was nowhere to be seen. They weren’t worried 
because they thought he was with others. But after travel-
ling for a day they still hadn’t seen him, and were looking 
for him among their family and friends. When they couldn’t 
find him, they went back to Jerusalem.

Three days had now passed, and when Mary and Joseph 
went to the temple they found him there. He was sitting 
with the teachers of the Jewish religion, listening to them 
and asking them questions. The teachers were amazed at the 
boy’s understanding and the answers he gave.
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His parents could hardly believe what they were seeing, and 
Mary said, “Son, why did you do this to us? Your father and 
I were very worried; we didn’t know where you were.”

Jesus said to them, “Why were you looking for me? I would 
only be here, where my Father is worshiped.” At the time 
they didn’t understand what he meant.

Jesus went back to Nazareth with his parents, and as their 
son he obeyed them. And Mary often thought about all that 
God had done.

As Jesus became a man, he grew further in knowledge and 
understanding of what was right. He was liked by the people 
in the town, and he pleased God in every way.
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Jesus’ Preparation 

John begins to preach (2.1)
The next part of the record of Jesus’ life begins when he was 
about thirty years old. (He was still living in Nazareth.)

All this time Israel continued to be under Roman rule. 
Tiberius Caesar had been the Roman emperor for fifteen 
years; and the Roman governor of the Judea area was Pontius 
Pilate. The king in charge of the Galilee area was another 
Herod, from the same family as the Herod who had tried 
to kill Jesus when he was a small boy. The high priest of the 
Jewish people had been Annas, and now it was Caiaphas.

For some years John had been living in the wild and lonely 
part of Judea. He wore rough clothes made from camel’s hair 
with a leather belt tied round his waist. His food was simple 
and he ate locusts and wild honey. And while he was there 
God told him to begin the work he was to do.

John then began preaching the message God had given him, 
and wherever he went he would call out, telling people, 
“Repent! Turn from your sins and follow God’s way! The 
kingdom of God has come near to you; open your heart for 
him to rule!”

Many years before, the prophet Isaiah had spoken these 
words from God: ‘I will send someone with a message from 
me; he will make people ready for when the Messiah comes. 
A man living in the wild and lonely area will be calling out, 
“The Lord of heaven is coming; be ready for when he comes! 
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Anything in the way must go! Every heart must be open to 
him! All will see the one who will save us!’’’1 

John then went through the countryside round the Jordan 
River and he came to a town near the river. Again he was 
telling the people to open their heart to God for him to 
forgive their sins. And those who did this were baptised 
in the river. (John baptised people by standing in the river 
with the person, placing them under the water and bringing 
them up again. In this way the person showed that they were 
washing themselves of their old life and beginning a new life 
with God.)

People come to John (2.2)
John continued to preach and baptise at the Jordan River, 
and the news of what he was doing began to spread. People 
from the surrounding area and all over Judea, including 
Jerusalem, were now coming to hear what he was saying. 
And those who were asking God to forgive their sins, were 
baptised in the river.

John saw that religious leaders had come, and he said to 
them, “You snakes, why are you here? Do you think you 
can escape God’s anger, and the punishment that’s coming 
to you? If you want to turn from your sins, change the way 
that you live. And don’t say to yourselves, ‘We don’t have 
to do this; we come from Abraham and are God's people.’ 
I tell you, that means nothing! If God wanted to, he could 
make the stones on the ground into people like that. A tree 
without fruit is cut down and burnt, and God has begun to 
use his axe; those with lives that produce nothing for him 
will be cut down and thrown into the fire!”

When the people heard these words, they said to John, “What 
then should we be doing?” He said, “Show kindness; if you have 
more clothes than you need, give them to others. If you have 
plenty of food, give some to those who don’t have enough.”
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Men who collected taxes were coming to John and being 
baptised, and they asked him, “What about us? What do we 
have to do?” John replied, “Don’t take more than you have to.” 
(The tax collectors worked for the Romans, and often made people 
pay more than was required and kept the extra for themselves.)

Even Roman soldiers had come and they were asking, “And 
what should we be doing?” John told them, “Don’t accuse 
people and threaten them so you’ll get money; be satisfied 
with the pay you’re given.”

The people were now wondering if John could be the Messiah, 
and they were waiting to see what else he would say.

He told them, “I tell you to turn from your sins, and baptize 
with water. But someone far greater than me is coming; I’m 
not good enough even to touch his feet. He will baptise with 
the Holy Spirit and fire; with his baptism you will be filled 
with God’s Spirit and his power. And at the end of the world 
he will separate those who are his from those who are not; 
all against him will be thrown into the fire that never goes 
out. I tell you, he is the one you must be looking for!”

And John kept telling people the good news that the Messiah 
was coming, and to be ready for him.

Jesus is baptised (2.3)
While John was at the Jordan River, Jesus was still at 
Nazareth, in Galilee. He now left his home town and went to 
John to be baptised by him.

John knew that this man was unlike anyone else who had 
come and he said, “You have come to me, but I should be 
baptised by you.”

Jesus said to him, “This is how it must be, for us to do all that 
is right.”
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So John took Jesus and baptised him in the river. When Jesus 
came up out of the water he was praying and as he looked 
up he saw heaven open wide, and God’s Spirit with a human 
form came down like a dove and settled on him.

Then there was a voice from heaven: “You are my Son, whom 
I love; you have pleased me very much.”

And from that time, Jesus began doing the work God gave 
him to do.

Satan tempts Jesus (2.4)
Jesus was now filled with the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit 
immediately sent him into a wild and lonely part of Judea, for 
Satan to tempt him. And while he was there Satan would do 
everything he could to make him do wrong. (All that is evil 
and against God comes from Satan, and he is the leader of the 
evil spirits throughout the world. He had been an important 
angel in heaven; he was beautiful in appearance, had much 
knowledge, and was near to God. But he became proud and 
rebelled against God, and so he and the angels who followed 
him were expelled from heaven. At the final judgement of all 
who are against God, Satan and his evil spirits will be thrown 
into a lake of fire, to be there forever.2)

Jesus was in that wilderness for forty days, and no-one was 
with him except wild animals. And Satan kept coming to 
tempt him, trying to make him do wrong. During that time, 
he ate nothing and became very hungry.

Then once more Satan came to Jesus and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell the stones on the ground to become bread.”

Jesus replied, “It is written: ‘People do not live on bread 
alone; they must take in every word that God has said.’”3 (As 
before, this was from the Old Testament, the first part of the 
Bible.)
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Satan then used his powers and took Jesus to Jerusalem and 
placed him on the highest part of the temple, far above the 
ground below. Satan said, “If you are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down. It is written: ‘God will tell his angels to watch 
over you; if you fall they will hold you, and no harm will 
come to you.’”4

Jesus replied, “It is also written: ‘Do not test the Lord your 
God.’”5

Finally, Satan took Jesus to the top of a high mountain where 
the surrounding countries could be seen. He said, “You can 
have everything you can see. All the power and wealth there 
belongs to me, and I can give it to anyone I choose. If you 
worship me, it will be yours.”

Jesus said, “Get away from me, Satan! It is written: ‘Worship 
the Lord your God, and serve only him.’”6

Jesus’ time in the wilderness then came to an end, and Satan 
had tried everything he could to make him do wrong. After 
that he left him, to try again when the time was right. Angels 
came to be with Jesus, and he went back to the Jordan River.

Religious leaders ask questions (2.5)
More and more people were coming to John and being 
baptised, and the religious leaders in Jerusalem sent a 
number of priests and others who helped in the temple to 
find out about him.

They came to John and asked him, “Who are you? And what 
is this that you are doing?”

Straight away he told them, “I’m not the Messiah, if that’s 
what you’re thinking.”

They said, “Who are you then? Are you Elijah, come back to 
life?” John said, “No, I’m not Elijah.”
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Then they said, “Are you the prophet whom God promised 
to send?”7 Again John said, “No.”

“Tell us who you are,” they asked. “Give us an answer so we 
can tell those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

John then used the words of the prophet Isaiah and said, “I 
am the one in the wilderness calling out, ‘The Lord of heaven 
is coming; be ready for when he comes.’”

Some of those who came were Pharisees, an important 
religious group, and they said, “If you’re not the Messiah 
or Elijah or the prophet from God, why are you baptising 
people?”

John said to them, “You know I baptise with water, but there 
is someone here whom you know nothing about. He came 
after I did, but is far greater than me. I tell you, I’m not good 
enough even to touch his feet.”

John speaks about Jesus (2.6)
The next day John was speaking to the people, and he saw 
Jesus coming along the road. He said to them, “Look, there 
is the Lamb of God! He will take away the sins of the world.”

(When God gave his laws to the Jewish people, he said that if 
someone had sinned and wanted their wrongdoing forgiven, 
the person had to bring a lamb to a priest; the lamb was to be 
perfect, free of any marks. The priest would take the lamb to 
the altar and place his hand on the lamb; and by doing that 
the person’s sin would be placed on to the lamb. The priest 
would then kill the lamb and pour its blood over the altar. 
And the blood that came from the lamb would be the payment 
that took away the person’s sin as an offence against God, and 
make them right with him once more.8

God had now sent his Son from heaven to be the ‘lamb’. 
Jesus was perfect in every way; he was without sin. But the 
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religious leaders would be against him, and he would be 
arrested and falsely accused and put on a cross to die. There 
God would take the wrongdoing of all people, every sin ever 
committed, and he would place all sin on to his Son; Jesus 
would be ‘made sin’ for people to be ‘clean’ in God’s eyes. And 
the blood that came from Jesus would be the payment that 
took away a person’s every sin as an offence against God, for 
them to be right with God.  

It would be as if someone had committed a crime and they 
were in court facing a judge. But the judge then went and 
stood in the person’s place, and the charge of wrongdoing was 
transferred to him. Now the judge would be the one who was 
found guilty and had to pay for the crime. The person would 
then leave the court free of any charge, and with the penalty 
paid. It would be as if their wrongdoing had never occurred, 
and any record torn up and thrown away.   

Jesus would die on a cross as God’s ‘lamb’, for people to be 
forever ‘clean’ in God’s eyes and right with him.9)

Then John said to the people, “He is the one I spoke about 
when I said that someone far greater than me would come; 
he was before me. I didn’t know him when I began to preach 
and baptise, but the reason I do this is for the people of Israel 
to see that he is the one who has come from God.”

And he told them, “When I was living in the desert, God 
spoke to me and said, ‘You will see the Holy Spirit come 
down on to a man; he will baptise with the Spirit, for people 
to be filled with the Spirit.’ At first I didn’t know who he 
would be, but when I baptised him I saw God’s Spirit come 
down like a dove and settle on him. I know what I have seen 
and I tell you, this man is God’s Chosen One come from 
heaven.”
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Three men talk with Jesus (2.7)
The next day John was with two of his followers, Andrew 
and another man. He saw Jesus going past and again he said, 
“There he is, the Lamb of God!”

The two men wanted to know more, and they followed Jesus 
down the road. He turned round and said to them, “What 
do you want?” They said, “Rabbi, where are you staying?” 
(Rabbi means ‘teacher’, a term of respect.)

Jesus said, “Come and I’ll show you.” So they went with him; 
it was now about four o’clock in the afternoon.

Andrew quickly went to find his brother, Simon. He told 
him, “We’ve found the Messiah.” And he took him to Jesus.

When Jesus saw him he said, “Your name is Simon, but you 
will be called Peter.” (The name Peter means ‘a rock’. And 
later he would be like a rock, a strong leader of those who 
followed Jesus.)

The three men spent the rest of the day with Jesus, listening 
to all he said.

Two more men talk with Jesus (2.8)
The following day Jesus left the Jordan River to return to 
Galilee. The men who had been with him the day before 
were also from that area, and they went with him. And the 
power of the Spirit was on him. 

They came to the town of Cana, in Galilee, and Jesus saw 
a man named Philip and talked with him; he was from 
Bethsaida, the town that Andrew and Peter came from. Jesus 
said to him, “Follow me.”

Philip quickly went and told another man, Nathanael, about 
Jesus. He said, “We’ve found the one God promised to send, 
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whom Moses and the prophets wrote about.10 His name is 
Jesus; he’s the son of Joseph and comes from Nazareth.” (Moses 
was the leader of the Jewish people on their journey from Egypt 
to Israel. God gave his laws to the people through Moses.11)

Nathanael said, “Nazareth, a small town like that! How can 
anyone of importance come from there?” Philip said, “Come 
and see him.”

As Nathaniel came towards him, Jesus said, “Here is a Jewish 
man with a pure and honest heart.”

He asked, “How do you know me?”

Jesus said, “I saw you sitting under the fig tree; I knew you 
were there before Philip spoke to you.”

Nathanael said, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
true King of Israel!”

Jesus said to him, “You believe in me because I knew where 
you were, but you will see greater things than that. I tell you, 
you will see the power of God at work through me, the Son 
of Man.” (Jesus often spoke of himself as the ‘Son of Man’; he 
was fully God and fully man.)

A wedding celebration (2.9)
While Jesus was at Cana, his mother and brothers came 
there for a wedding and Jesus went to it, along with those 
who were with him.

Everything at the wedding celebration was going well until 
the wine ran out. When Mary heard this, she went to Jesus 
and said, “There is no more wine.”

He said, “Why do you come to me? My time for doing God’s 
work has not begun.” Mary went to the servants and said, 
“Do whatever he tells you.”
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In the room were six large stone water jars used for a 
washing ceremony, and each could hold between eighty 
and a hundred and twenty litres. Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill those up.” So they brought water and filled them to the 
brim. Then he said, “Now take some and give it to the man 
in charge.”

They did this and when he tasted it, he went to the bride-
groom and called him aside and said, “This is very good 
wine. Usually the best wine is served first, and the cheaper 
wine is brought out when people have had too much and 
don’t know what they’re drinking. But you’ve kept the best 
until now.” The man didn’t know where the wine had come 
from, only the servants knew.

And so it was in the town of Cana that Jesus did his first 
miracle, showing his power from God. And when those with 
him saw this, they believed in him more.

From there Jesus went to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and 
his mother and brothers, along with the other men, went 
also.
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Jesus’ First Year 

People ask questions (3.1)
A few days after Jesus had come to Capernaum it was the 
time for the Passover celebration in Jerusalem. He decided 
to go to it, and those who were now following him went with 
him.

When Jesus came to the temple, he found the outside area 
crowded with people buying and selling cattle, sheep and 
doves for the Passover; others were sitting at tables changing 
money for those giving an offering at the temple. When 
Jesus saw this he took a piece of rope and drove the animals 
away. Then he went to the people who were changing money, 
swept it on to the ground with his hand and pushed their 
tables over. He said to the people selling doves, “Get them 
out of here! This is where my Father is worshiped. You’ve 
turned it into a market-place!”

Some time after this, Jesus’ followers thought about that day 
and they remembered the words that a prophet had said: 
‘Desire for your temple consumes me.’1

But the religious leaders were angry with Jesus, and they 
said to him, “What right do you have to do this? If you say 
it’s from God, do a miracle and prove it.”

He replied, “This is the miracle you will see.” Then speaking 
of himself he said, “Destroy this temple, and I will build it 
again in three days.”
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They thought he was talking about the temple building and 
said, “This place took forty-six years to build, and you can 
do it in three days? You’re out of your mind!”

But the temple Jesus spoke about was his own body. And 
when he had come back to life three days after his death, 
his followers remembered his words, and also what prophets 
had said.2

While Jesus was in Jerusalem he began doing miracles of 
healing, and people were saying he had power from God. He 
was also teaching the people, speaking to them with words 
from God. But he knew their hearts, that they wouldn’t 
believe he had come from God; he always knew what a 
person was like within.

A religious leader asks questions (3.2)
One night a man named Nicodemus came to see Jesus; he was 
one of the religious leaders, a Pharisee, and also a member 
of the Jewish ruling council. He began by saying, “Rabbi, we 
know you are someone who can teach about God. No-one 
could do these miracles unless God was with him.”

Jesus said to him, “I tell you this: no-one can be in God’s 
kingdom unless they are born again.” (Jesus often spoke about 
God’s kingdom, his rule in a person’s life.)

Nicodemus said, “What do you mean? How can anyone be 
born when they are already living? We are only born once!”

Jesus replied, “No-one can come into God’s kingdom unless 
they are born again by God’s Spirit. Human parents bring a 
new life into being when a baby is born, but the Spirit brings 
new life within. Don’t be surprised when I say that you must 
be born again. Wind blows wherever it may; you hear its 
sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where 
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it goes. And it is like that with everyone born with new life 
from the Spirit.” 

Nicodemus said, “How does this happen?”

Jesus said to him, “You teach the people God’s laws and don’t 
understand these things? My Father and I speak about what 
we know and tell you what we have seen, but you people will 
not accept what we say. If you don’t believe when I speak 
about things of this world, how will you believe when I tell 
you greater things, about heaven above? No-one from this 
world has come from heaven and then returned. I, the Son 
of Man, will return to heaven, and so what I say must be 
true.”

Then Jesus said, “When the Jewish people were on their 
journey from Egypt to Israel, they were being bitten by 
poisonous snakes. God told Moses to put a brass snake on 
a pole, and said that anyone who looked at it, would live.3 
In the same way, the Son of Man will be put on a cross, and 
anyone who looks to me to save them, will live forever.” And 
Jesus and Nicodemus talked together for some time.

John again speaks about Jesus (3.3)
When the Passover celebrations were over, Jesus left 
Jerusalem and went through the countryside of Judea. His 
followers were with him and they baptised those who asked 
for this, but Jesus didn’t baptise. And when he came to a 
town or a village, he went to the synagogue and was teaching 
the people about the kingdom of God, for him to rule in 
their lives. (A synagogue was the building where Jewish people 
met to worship God.)

By now John had gone to the town of Aenon near the Jordan 
River, where there was plenty of water. And people kept 
coming to him and being baptised.
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One day, John’s followers had been arguing with someone 
about the washing ceremony of the religious leaders, and 
they went to John about it. Then they said, “You know that 
man you spoke about, who came to you on the other side of 
the river? His followers are baptising now, and many people 
are going to him.”

John said to them, “A person can only do what they are given 
by God. You know what I told you. I am not the Messiah, 
only the one sent ahead of him. It is the same at a wedding 
when the friend of the bridegroom is waiting for him to 
come. The friend knows that the bride and bridegroom are 
for each other, and when he hears the bridegroom’s voice, 
that he has come, he is happy. And that is how it is with me. 
I am full of joy because the one I was waiting for has come; 
and my joy is now complete. He must become greater, and I 
must become less.”

John speaks to Herod (3.4)
After this John heard that Herod had taken his brother’s wife, 
Herodias, and married her. He then left the Jordan River 
and went to Herod and told him that what he had done was 
against God’s law. And he spoke about other wrong things 
the king had done.

Herod was angry with John for speaking against his marriage, 
and so in addition to everything else he ordered him to be 
arrested and thrown into prison.

More and more people were coming to Jesus and being 
baptised, and the religious leaders in Jerusalem were hearing 
about it. When Jesus was told this and also that John had 
been put in prison, he left Judea to go back to Galilee.

Jesus speaks with a woman (3.5)
On the way he had to go through Samaria, the central part 
of Israel, and he came to the town of Sychar. The town was 
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near the piece of land that Jacob had given his son Joseph 
many years before, and the well that Jacob had dug to get 
water was still being used. (Jacob was the son of Isaac and the 
grandson of Abraham.4)

It was the middle of the day when Jesus and those with him 
came to Sychar, and he was tired from the journey. He sat 
down beside the well while his followers went into the town 
to buy food. 

While he was there a woman came to get water from the 
well. Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”

She said to him, “You, a Jewish man, are asking a Samaritan 
woman to give you a drink?” She said that because Jewish 
people didn’t want to talk to Samaritans. (They were a mixed 
race and had a different religion.)

Jesus replied, “If you knew what God will give and who it 
is asking for water, you would ask me and I would give you 
living water.” (The living water was God’s Spirit.)

The woman said, “You have nothing to draw water with, and 
the well is deep. Where would you get the living water? Jacob 
and his sons used this well for themselves and their animals, 
and it’s still being used. Is the water you have better than 
that?”

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again. But anyone who drinks the water I give will 
never be thirsty again; they will want nothing more. In fact, 
the water I give will become in them a flowing stream, giving 
life forever.”

The woman said, “If that water can stop me being thirsty, I 
want to have it. Then I wouldn’t have to keep coming here.”
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Jesus said, “First go and bring your husband.” She said, “I 
don’t have a husband.”

Jesus said, “That’s right, you don’t. You’ve been married five 
times, and the man you’re with now is not your husband. 
What you said is quite true.”

The woman said to Jesus, “I can see that you are a prophet, 
that God speaks to you, so I’ll ask you this. We Samaritans 
have always gone to that mountain over there to worship 
God. But you people say that Jerusalem is the place to 
worship him. Who is right?” (The woman was pointing to 
Mt. Gerizim nearby.)

Jesus replied, “Believe me when I tell you this: the time is 
coming when the place where people go to worship God 
won’t matter anymore. You Samaritans worship a god you do 
not know, but we know the God we worship, for it is through 
the Jewish people that God makes a way to be forgiven, to be 
saved from sin. Yes, the time is coming, it’s here now, when 
those who worship the Father will worship in the Spirit and 
in truth; it is people who worship like that, whom the Father 
seeks. God himself is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship with the help of the Spirit and with truth.”

The woman said, “I know that when the Messiah comes, he 
will explain everything to us.”

Jesus said, “You are speaking to him now; I am the Messiah.”

Just then Jesus’ followers came back from the town with food, 
and they were surprised to see him talking to a Samaritan 
woman. But they didn’t ask what she wanted, or why he was 
talking to her.

The woman left her water jar at the well and hurried back 
into the town. She said to everyone she met, “Come and 
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see a Jewish man I’ve been talking to; he knows everything 
about me. Could he be the Messiah?” The people stopped 
what they were doing and went out of the town to see this 
man.

While this was happening, Jesus’ followers said to him, 
“Teacher, have something to eat.” He replied, “I have food 
you don’t know about.” They looked at one another and said, 
“Did someone else bring him food?”

Jesus said, “The food I live on is to do the will of the One 
who sent me, and to continue his work until it is finished. 
You have a saying; ‘It’s four months to the harvest, there 
is time.’ I tell you, the time has come! Open your eyes, the 
fields are ready for harvest; people are ready now to come to 
God. There is also a saying, ‘One person plants and another 
harvests.’ Some plant God’s word in people’s hearts, and 
others bring in a harvest of those who open their hearts to 
God to have life forever; and all are pleased to be working 
for him. I am sending you out to bring people to God. You 
haven’t done the work of planting his word, his message for 
people to hear. Others before you worked hard doing this, 
and you will enjoy the fruits of their labour.”

Then the people from the town came to the well. They knew 
what the woman had said about Jesus and wanted to know 
more, and they asked him to stay with them.

Jesus was there for two days and as the people listened to 
him, many of them believed in him. They told the woman, 
“Now we have heard him ourselves we know he is from God, 
come to save us; he truly is the Saviour of the world.”

A sick boy is made well (3.6)
Jesus then went on to Galilee, and the people welcomed him 
because of the miracles they had seen in Jerusalem.
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Again he came to the town of Cana, and while he was there 
a man who worked for the king came from Capernaum 
wanting to see him. His son was very sick and he had heard 
that Jesus was in Galilee. The man went to Jesus and pleaded 
with him to come and heal his son because the boy was close 
to death.

Jesus said to him, “Unless you people see miracles and signs 
of God’s power, you will never believe in me.”

The man replied, “Please come or my son will die.” Jesus said 
to him, “Go back home; your son will live.” He took Jesus at 
his word and started out on the journey home.

The next day when he was near Capernaum, his servants 
met him and said, “Your son is well again.”

He asked them what time it was that he began to get better, 
and they said, “Yesterday afternoon, at one o’clock.” The man 
realised that this was the exact time Jesus had told him his 
son would live. And because of this, he and everyone in his 
household believed in Jesus. This was the second miracle he 
did in Galilee.

A new home (3.7)
From Cana, Jesus went to Capernaum, and it was there that 
he would live. It was just as the prophet Isaiah had said: 
‘Galilee in the north, the people living in darkness and 
the shadow of death have seen a great light; the light from 
heaven has come, to shine on them.’5

And from that time on Jesus went all though Galilee and 
began to preach, telling people, “The time has come! The 
kingdom of God has come near to you; he must rule in your 
heart. Repent! Turn from your sins and follow God’s way. I 
am from God; believe the good news of what he has done.”
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Some fishermen listen to Jesus (3.8)
One day while Jesus was in Capernaum, he went down to 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee, which was close by. As he 
walked along he saw two of his followers, Peter and his 
brother Andrew out on the lake in a boat. They were doing 
their work as fishermen, throwing their nets over the side 
and bringing in fish.

When they came in to the shore, Jesus said, “Come and 
follow me; I will send you out to bring people to God.” And 
straight away they left the nets there and went with Jesus.

As Jesus went further along, he saw two more of his followers, 
James and John. They were sitting in a boat with their father 
on the shore of the lake, getting their nets ready for fishing. 
And Jesus said the same to them, to follow him. Immediately 
they stopped what they were doing, got out of the boat and 
left their father and the other men, and went with Jesus.

Sick people healed and evil spirits expelled (3.9)
One Sabbath day Jesus was at the synagogue in Capernaum, 
and he was teaching the people about the kingdom of God, 
for him to rule in their lives. (The Sabbath day was Saturday, 
when Jewish people met together to worship God.) Those 
there were surprised at the authority in his words, not like 
the religious leaders when they taught. 

In the synagogue that day was a man possessed by an evil 
spirit. While Jesus was speaking, he screamed out, “Go away, 
Jesus! Why are you here? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know you; you are the Holy One of God!”

Jesus spoke sharply and said, “Be quiet! Come out of him!” 
And immediately the evil spirit threw the man on to the 
floor, shook him all over and then with a scream it left him, 
without causing any harm.
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The people were amazed and could hardly believe what they 
had seen. They said to one another, “What is this? We are 
hearing new teaching, and with authority. He even orders 
evil spirits to come out and they obey!” After this everyone 
was talking about Jesus, and the news of what he had done 
quickly spread throughout all Galilee.

Jesus then left the synagogue and went with Peter and 
Andrew to their house, and James and John came as well. 
Peter’s mother-in-law was very sick with a high fever, and 
those in the house were worried. Jesus went over to where 
she was lying, took her hand and ordered the fever to leave. 
Immediately the fever left and he helped her get up, and she 
began preparing a meal for everyone.

Later that day when it was evening, people came to Jesus’ 
house bringing those who were suffering from all kinds of 
sicknesses and possessed by evil spirits. So many were there 
it seemed as if the whole town was at the door.

As they came Jesus placed his hands on each person, healing 
all who were sick and expelling evil spirits with a word of 
command. Again the evil spirits were calling out, “You are 
the Son of God!” But he quickly ordered them to be quiet; 
they knew who he was, and he didn’t want them speaking 
about him.

And what Jesus was doing was just as the prophet Isaiah had 
said: ‘He took hold of our weaknesses and carried our sick-
nesses.’6 (Jesus had authority and power over all sickness and 
suffering.)

A big catch (3.10)
Very early the next morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got 
up and left the house and went to where he could be on his 
own and pray. Peter and some of the others came looking for 
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him, and when they found him they said, “Everyone wants 
to know where you are.” Jesus replied, “I have to go to other 
towns and villages, and preach to the people there; that is 
why I have come.”

When those in the town heard this, they didn’t want him to 
leave. And again he said, “I must tell others the good news 
of God's kingdom.”

After that, Jesus went down to the Sea of Galilee, and as he 
stood on the shore the people came and they were crowding 
round him to hear his teaching. Two boats were at the water’s 
edge, left there by fishermen while they were cleaning their 
nets. One of them belonged to Peter, and Jesus asked him to 
take him out a little way and he sat in the boat and spoke to 
the people from there.

When Jesus had finished he said to Peter, “Go out where 
it’s deep and put your nets in there for a catch.” Peter said, 
“Master, we fished all night and caught nothing. But if you 
say so, I will do it.”

Peter and his friends then took the boat out on to the lake 
and when they put their nets over the side, they caught so 
many fish that the nets began to break. Some of the others 
had taken their boat out as well, and Peter and those with 
him quickly called to them. And when the nets were pulled 
in, they were so full of fish that both boats were in danger of 
sinking.

When they reached the shore Peter stood there looking at all 
the fish, amazed at Jesus’ power. Suddenly he threw himself 
down on his knees and said, “Don’t have anything to do 
with me, Lord; I’m a sinful man!” James and John and the 
others also, could hardly believe the number of fish they had 
brought in.
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Jesus said to Peter, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will 
bring people to God.” The men then pulled their boats up on 
to the shore, left everything, and went with him.

Many are healed (3.11)
Then Jesus left Capernaum and went throughout Galilee, 
and those who were now following him came with him. At 
each town Jesus went to the synagogue and spoke about the 
kingdom of God; and he was healing people from every kind 
of sickness and disease, and expelling evil spirits. Everyone 
was talking about the wonderful things he was doing, and 
the news of this continued to spread all through Galilee.

While Jesus was in one of the towns, a man covered with 
leprosy came and knelt in front of him and said, “Lord, if 
you are willing, you can make me clean.” (Leprosy was a 
terrible skin disease and could be passed on to others.)

Jesus spoke with deep feeling and said, “I certainly am 
willing.” He placed his hand on the man and said, “Be clean!” 
And immediately the leprosy went from every part of his 
body.

Then Jesus said firmly, “Don’t tell anyone about this. Go straight 
to the priest in the synagogue and let him see you. Then make 
an offering of thanks God, to follow the law given through 
Moses and to show the others there what God has done.7” (The 
priests were the ones who decided if a person was free of leprosy.) 
The man did what Jesus had said, but he couldn’t keep it to 
himself and talked about it wherever he went.

People everywhere were now hearing about Jesus, and 
wherever he went crowds were coming to him from every 
part of Israel; some were even coming from Syria, a country 
to the north. They were bringing people with all kinds of 
diseases, some in severe pain, some with epilepsy and others 
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who were paralysed and crippled. And he was healing them 
all, as well as expelling evil spirits. So many were coming to 
him that he could not go into a town, and he would stay in a 
lonely place in the countryside to be away from the crowds 
and to pray. But wherever he was, people came to him. 

A hostile homecoming (3.12)
After that Jesus went to Nazareth, the town where he had 
lived from when he was a boy; and as he usually did on the 
Sabbath day, he went to the synagogue. When the time came 
for someone to read what was spoken by prophets of God, 
Jesus stood up and the man in charge of the scrolls handed 
him the one containing the words of Isaiah. (In those days 
writing was on scrolls, rolled-up lengths of animal skins.)

Jesus unrolled it, found the place he wanted and read out 
these words: “The Spirit of the Lord God is on me, for he 
has chosen me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim freedom for those who are captive to sin; to 
give sight to the blind and to set free the oppressed under 
Satan’s control; and proclaim that now is the time when 
God’s goodness to all will be seen.”8

Jesus then rolled up the scroll, handed it back to the man 
and sat down to teach, and everyone was looking at him, 
waiting to hear what he would say. He told them, “What 
you have heard me read is taking place today.” Then he was 
teaching the people, and they were amazed at his kind words 
as he spoke.

But they began asking one another, “How does he know 
these things? This is Joseph’s son; he used to live here.” And 
they were turning against him.

Jesus said, “I know you will tell me the saying, ‘Doctor, heal 
yourself ! Show us that your words are true.’ And then you will 
say, ‘Do some miracles in your home town, the same as you 
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do at Capernaum.’ But it is often like that for someone who 
speaks words from God; his own people don’t accept him. 
When there was a severe drought in Israel and hardly any 
food, the prophet Elijah wasn’t sent to anyone in Israel; God 
told him to go to a town near Sidon in the north and help a 
woman there.9 And in the time of Elisha, there were many in 
Israel with leprosy, but no-one went to him asking for God 
to heal them. The only one who did that was Naaman, a man 
from Syria.10 Those two prophets were not accepted by their 
own people.”

When Jesus said that, the people were very angry, and they 
gathered round him and pushed him out of the synagogue. 
The town was on top of a hill and they took him to a cliff and 
were going to throw him over. But then they stopped, and he 
walked through the crowd and went on his way.

And after a time he and his followers returned to Capernaum.

A paralysed man is healed (3.13)
People soon heard that Jesus was back, and again they were 
coming to the house where he stayed. Religious leaders and 
teachers from Jerusalem, Judea and Galilee were sitting 
round him as he was teaching, and healing power was with 
him. The crowd outside the house was so large that no-one 
else could get inside, not even near the door.

Then some men came to the house, with four of them 
carrying a paralysed man lying on a mat. They wanted to get 
inside to place him in front of Jesus, but couldn’t because of 
the crowd.

They looked for another way and decided to carry him up 
on to the roof. (Houses had steps at the side leading on to a 
flat roof.) They began digging through the roof and taking 
off some of the tiles to make an opening. Then with the man 
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lying on his mat they lowered him down into the middle of 
everyone, right in front of Jesus.

Jesus saw their faith, and knowing the man’s thoughts he 
said, “Take courage, my friend; your sins are forgiven.”

The religious leaders were shocked to hear these words and 
were saying to themselves, “Who does this Jesus think he is? 
That’s an insult to God! No-one can forgive sins except God 
himself.”

Jesus knew what they were thinking and said, “Why do you 
have those thoughts about me? Which is easier to say, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Get up and walk’? I will show you that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” And 
he said to the man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”

Immediately Jesus said those words, the man stood up in 
front of everyone. Then he picked up his mat and left the 
house, praising and thanking God. When the crowd saw this 
they were amazed at what Jesus had done, and they praised 
God for giving him such power and were saying, “We have 
never seen anything like this before.”

A tax collector follows Jesus (3.14)
After this Jesus again went down to the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, and the crowd followed him there and he was 
teaching. When he had finished and was going into the town, 
he saw a man sitting at the place where he collected taxes; his 
name was Matthew. Jesus went up to him and said, “Follow 
me.” He got up at once, left everything, and went with Jesus.

Matthew then gave a party at his house in honour of Jesus; 
tax collectors and others who led sinful lives were there. 
Wherever Jesus went there were many like these who came 
to him.
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When the religious leaders saw that Jesus was eating with 
these people, they said to his followers, “Why does your 
teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

When Jesus heard this he said, “It’s not healthy people who 
go to a doctor, only those who aren’t well. And these people 
know that their lives aren’t right; that’s why they come to 
me. As for what you say about eating with them, think about 
what is written, that God has said: ‘I want kindness shown 
to others, not just sacrifices and offerings brought to me.’11 
I haven’t come from heaven for those who do what is right; 
I’ve come to call sinful people to repentance, for them to 
turn away from their sins.”

A question is answered (3.15)
One day some people came to Jesus and asked him, “The 
Pharisees and followers of John often pray and fast. Why 
don’t yours do that?”

Jesus replied, “At a wedding party, the friends of the bride-
groom eat and drink while he is with them, and only stop 
when he leaves. One day I will leave this world, and then 
those who follow me will pray and fast.” (Being with Jesus 
was more important.)

After that Jesus said, “No-one uses new cloth to patch an 
old torn coat; the new piece would shrink and make the tear 
bigger. Old cloth and new cloth cannot go together. (Jesus’ 
new teaching replaced the old.) New wine is never put into 
old, cracked containers; it must be put in ones that are new. 
(A new and open heart to God was required.) And when a 
better wine is tasted, none other is wanted.” (Jesus’ teaching 
was from God, and better than any other.)

Jesus then continued to live at Capernaum and going to 
other places, doing all that God gave him to do.
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Jesus’ Second Year 

A crippled man is healed (4.1)
While Jesus was in Capernaum, it was the time when another 
religious celebration in Jerusalem was held, and he and his 
followers went to it. (There were a number of these celebra-
tions at different times of the year.)

One day while Jesus was in Jerusalem, he was going past a 
place where people were sitting and lying round a rock-pool; 
some were blind and others were crippled or paralysed. 
Every so often there was a movement of the water, and 
people believed that an angel came down and stirred up the 
water. They also believed that the first person to get into the 
pool when this happened would be cured of their illness. (It 
would have been a natural movement of the water.)

That day a man who had been crippled for thirty-eight years 
was there. Jesus saw him lying on his mat and someone told 
him how long he had been like this. He went up to him and 
said, “Do you want to be well?”

The man said, “I have no-one to help me get into the pool. 
As soon as the water moves, someone gets in before me.”

Jesus said to him, “Stand up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 
Immediately Jesus said those words the man was healed, and 
he got up and stood there. He could hardly believe what had 
happened, and picked up his mat and walked away from the 
pool.



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

42

But this was a Sabbath day, and when religious leaders saw 
the man carrying his mat they stopped him and said, “You 
can’t do that today.” (God had given the Jewish people a law 
that said they were to worship him on the Sabbath day, and 
that no work was to be done.1 But religious leaders had added 
their own rules, that a lot of ordinary activities were the same 
as work and couldn’t be done.)

The man said to them, “Someone came up to me at the rock-pool 
and healed me. He said, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’”

They said, “Who told you to do that?” But he wasn’t able to 
tell them because Jesus had quickly joined the crowd there.

Later Jesus saw him at the temple and said, “You know you 
have been healed, and this is from God. Make sure that you 
turn away from sin, or something worse might happen to you.”

The man then knew it was Jesus who had healed him and he 
told the religious leaders. And from that day on they wanted 
to get rid of him because of what he had done on the Sabbath 
day.

Jesus speaks about his Father (4.2)
People then gathered round Jesus to hear his teaching, and 
religious leaders came. He knew they were against him and 
said, “Day after day my Father is doing his work, and I, too, 
am working.”

When the leaders heard that, they were even more deter-
mined to have him killed. Not only had he broken their rules 
of the Sabbath, he was saying that God was his own Father, 
and so making himself equal with God.

Jesus knew what they were thinking and said, “I tell you this: 
as the Son, I do nothing by myself; I can only do what I see 
my Father doing, because whatever the Father does, the Son 
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also does. For the Father loves the Son and shows him every-
thing he does. And he will show him even greater things 
than those you have seen, and you will be amazed. For just 
as the Father gives life to those who are his, the Son, too, 
gives life to whom he is pleased to give it.

Also, at the end of the world it won’t be the Father who 
will judge people; he has given all judgement into the hands 
of the Son so people will honour the Son just as they honour 
the Father. Those who do not honour the Son do not honour 
the Father who sent him. I tell you this: anyone who hears my 
words and believes in the One who sent me has life forever 
and will not face judgement. They have already crossed over 
from death to life, from being without God in their life to 
having his life within.”

Then Jesus said, ‘’Just as the Father has life in himself, he 
has granted the Son to have life in himself. And the Father 
has given the Son authority to judge people because he came 
into the world as a man. Don’t be surprised at this: at the end 
of the world all who have ever lived will hear the voice of the 
Son of God. Those who truly believed in me and did what is 
right will be given a greater life with God; those who did not 
believe in me and did evil will receive judgement. By myself, 
I can do nothing; I speak only as I hear from the Father. And 
what I say is right because I desire not to please myself, but 
to please the One who sent me.”

Jesus speaks about himself (4.3)
Jesus went on to say to the leaders, “If I was the only one 
speaking about myself, you would not know if what I said 
was true. But there is someone who has spoken about me; 
you sent others to hear what John was saying, his words of 
truth. Not that I need anyone to speak for me, but I say this 
so you will believe in me and be saved. John was like a light 
that burned brightly, and people were pleased for a time to 
come to that light. But there is something greater than John’s 
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words that speaks for me; you see the miracles I do. They 
are the work of my Father, everything you have seen me do; 
they tell you he has sent me. And I will do his work until it 
is finished. Also, the Father who sent me speaks about me 
in his word, what men of God have written; you have never 
heard his voice or seen him as he is. But his word does not 
live in your hearts, for you do not believe in me, the one he 
sent. You carefully study what is written because you think 
that just by knowing what is there you will have life forever 
with God. Those very words speak about me, yet you refuse 
to come to me to have that life.2”

Then Jesus said, “I do not look for praise from people, but 
I know you, that you are against me and have no love for 
God in your hearts. I have come and spoken in my Father’s 
Name, and you do not accept me. If someone came speaking 
for themselves, you would accept them. But how could you 
believe in me when you want others to praise you, and do 
nothing to cause the one true God to give you praise? At 
the end of the world when you stand before me to receive 
judgement, the words of Moses will accuse you. You think 
that by knowing what he said, you will not be judged. But 
if you truly believed his words you would believe in me 
because he wrote about me.3 And if you don’t believe his 
words, how can you believe mine?”

When Jesus had finished teaching, he left the temple. And 
after the celebration was over, he went back to Capernaum.

Religious leaders speak about rules (4.4)
On the way there, Jesus and his followers were walking 
through a field where corn was growing. Those with him 
were hungry, and they were picking the heads of the corn 
and rubbing it between their hands to eat it. (Anyone on a 
journey was allowed to do this.)
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But it was a Sabbath day, and when religious leaders saw this, 
they said to Jesus, “Look! They’re doing work; that’s against 
the Sabbath law.” (Again, they were speaking about their own 
laws.)

Jesus replied, “Haven’t you read what David did when he was 
hungry? He went into the temple and ate the special bread, 
and he gave some to those who were with him.4 God’s law 
said that the bread there was for the priests, but David had 
no other food so he was not doing wrong. I tell you this: my 
coming from heaven is far greater than all the laws of the 
temple that God has given.

Also, the priests who serve in the temple must do their 
work on the Sabbath day, so that is not wrong.5 And you 
know these words that God has said: ‘I want kindness shown 
to others, not just sacrifices and offerings brought to me.’ If 
you understood what that means you wouldn’t be criticising 
my followers, who have done nothing wrong. The Sabbath law 
was given for people to worship God, not for them to be ruled 
by the day. And the coming of the Son of Man is far greater 
than that law; I am Lord of all that is done on that day.”

Religious leaders are angry (4.5)
While Jesus was at Capernaum, on another Sabbath day 
he went to the synagogue and was teaching. A man with a 
paralysed hand was there; his right hand was wasted away 
and useless. The religious leaders were looking for a reason 
to accuse Jesus of doing wrong, and were watching him. They 
asked him, “Is it right to heal someone on the Sabbath?”

Jesus knew what they were thinking and he said to the man, 
“Stand up in front of everyone.” Then he turned to the leaders 
and said, “What does God’s law say about the Sabbath? 
Should we do good things or bad things? Should we help 
people in trouble, or do nothing and let them suffer?” But 
they kept quiet and wouldn’t answer.
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He said to them, “If any of you owned a sheep and it fell into 
a hole on the Sabbath day, would you pull it out? Or would 
you leave it there until the next day? A man who needs help 
is more important than a sheep! So how can it be against 
God’s law to help someone on the Sabbath?” And he looked 
round at them in anger because their hearts were so hard.

Then he said to the man, “Hold your hand out straight.” And 
when Jesus said those words his hand was healed, and just 
the same as the other one.

The religious leaders were very angry with Jesus for doing 
this. They left the synagogue and met with some of Herod’s 
supporters, and they talked together about what could be 
done to get rid of him.

Many sick people healed (4.6)
After this Jesus was at the shore of the Sea of Galilee, and 
a large crowd followed him there. They had come from all 
over Galilee, Jerusalem and other parts of Israel; some had 
even come from Tyre and Sidon, towns to the north of Israel. 
They had all heard about the wonderful things that Jesus was 
doing.

The crowd was so large that Jesus told his followers to have 
a boat ready in case there were too many on the shore. He 
was healing people from every kind of sickness, and they 
were pushing forward to touch him. When those possessed 
by evil spirits came they knelt at his feet, and the evil spirits 
were calling out, “You are the Son of God!” Immediately he 
would order them to be quiet and drive them out. And he 
was telling the people not to talk about what he had done.

All that Jesus was doing had been spoken about by the 
prophet Isaiah, with these words that God had said: ‘Here is 
my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, who gives 
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me great joy. I will put my Spirit on him, and he will tell 
people about my way to live, the way that is right. He will not 
argue or call attention to himself; he will be gentle, especially 
towards those crushed by trouble and without strength or 
hope. And his work will continue until the end, when the 
way that is right leads to victory; people of all nations will 
put their hope and trust in him.’6

Jesus chooses twelve disciples (4.7)
The religious leaders in Capernaum were now against Jesus, 
and he left there for a time, and those who were following 
him went with him. He came to a mountain and spent the 
night there, praying on his own.

The next morning, Jesus went down to his followers and 
called twelve of them to him, and he took them up the moun-
tainside. He sat down with them and told them that they 
would be his disciples, or close followers, and go with him 
wherever he went. They would be sent out to preach, and 
have his power and authority over every kind of sickness 
and disease, and over evil spirits.

These were the twelve men whom Jesus chose: Simon (he 
would be called Peter) and his brother Andrew, James and 
his brother John, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus, Judas (also called Thaddaeus) 
and Simon who was known as ‘The Zealot’ (someone strongly 
opposed to the Romans); and then there was Judas Iscariot, 
the disciple who would later turn against him.

Jesus then went down to where his other followers were, and 
by now a large crowd had gathered; again they had come 
from every part of Israel and the coastal area to the north. 
It was a flat, open place, and the people crowded round 
him as he healed their sicknesses and expelled evil spirits. 
The power of God was coming from him and everyone was 
reaching out to touch him. 
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Living for God (4.8)
People were still coming and so Jesus went back up the 
mountainside, and the disciples came with him. They sat 
down together and he began to teach them and said,

“God is good to those who in themselves have nothing; 
 all that God has will be theirs.
God is good to those who are sad;
 God will comfort them so their tears become laughter.
God is good to those who think nothing of themselves; 
 God will give them all things.
God is good to those who hunger and thirst 
 for what God says is right;
 they will be filled with righteousness.  
God is good to those who show kindness to others; 
 God will show kindness to them.
God is good to those with a pure heart; 
 they will see God in heaven.
God is good to those who want to make peace; 
 they will be called God’s very own.
God is good to those who are treated badly 
 because they follow the way that is right; 
 all that God has will be theirs. 

And God will be good to you when people hate you and 
treat you badly, when they want nothing to do with you and 
insult you, and when they tell lies and say all kinds of evil 
things about you because you follow me; that’s how they 
treated the prophets in the past who lived fully for God. You 
can be happy and full of joy, because your reward in heaven 
will be great.

You are like salt in the world, so others will do what is 
right and good. (Salt was used to keep meat fresh and good to 
eat.) But when salt loses its saltiness it cannot be used, and 
has to be thrown away. And if your lives don’t remain as God 
wants them to be, you cannot be used by him. 
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You are like lights in the world, having lives for people to 
see. A town built on a hill cannot be kept out of sight. And 
an oil-lamp isn’t covered over or hidden away; it is put in a 
room to give out light for people to see. In the same way, let 
God’s light shine out in you. Then others will see that you 
love and obey your Father in heaven, and they will praise 
and worship him too.”

Living for self (4.9)
People from the crowd were now coming and gathering 
round Jesus, and he said,  

“It will be bad for you if you live only for money; 
 enjoy what you have now because in the life to come 
 you will have nothing.
It will be bad for you if you care only about eating and  
 drinking; 
 you will have hunger and thirst.
It will be bad for you if you live only for pleasure;
 you will have sadness and tears.
And it will be bad for you if everyone speaks well of you;
 they praised the false prophets in the past 
 who said they were speaking for God.”

Obeying God (4.10)
As well as the disciples, other followers were there, and Jesus 
said, “Don’t think I have come to set aside God’s laws and 
the words of his prophets; I have come to complete the laws 
and the words of God, to give them their highest meaning. I 
tell you, heaven and earth will one day come to an end, but 
not a single letter of God’s laws can be taken away until every 
part of his plan has taken place. (At the end of all things, a 
new heaven will come down to a new earth, and God will be 
with his people forever and ever.7) And the laws of God are so 
important that you must not ignore even the least of them, 
or tell others to do so. If you do, you will be called least of 
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those in God’s kingdom. But if you obey his laws and tell 
others to do so, you will be called great among those in his 
kingdom. And unless you live in the way that is right to a far 
greater extent than the religious leaders do, you will not be 
in the kingdom at all.” 

Being right with others (4.11)
“You know what is written, that the people were told: ‘You 
must not kill, and those who do face judgement by God.’8 
But I say that if you have anger towards another follower, 
that can bring judgement from God. If you break the law of 
the land, a court will pass judgement on you. But if you are 
facing God’s judgement, you are in danger of the fire of hell.

If you have done wrong to another follower, go to them 
straight away and put things right. Even if you are in the 
temple and about to make an offering to God when you 
remember what you have done, leave your offering there 
and go to the person and put things right. Then you can 
make your offering to God. If you were being taken to court 
over money you owed, you would settle it straight away; if 
you didn’t, there could be trouble for you. And in the same 
way, if you have done wrong to someone, put things right as 
quickly as you can.”

Marriage (4.12)
More people had come, and as everyone listened, Jesus said, 
“You know God's law that says: ‘A man must not take another 
man’s wife.’9 But I say that if a man looks at a woman and 
wants her for himself, it has already happened in his heart.

Moses allowed a man to divorce his wife by giving her a 
written statement so she could marry again.10 He had to do 
that because men would not obey God’s law, to be faithful 
in marriage. But I say that a man must not divorce his wife 
except for one reason alone; that is, if she has been with 
another man and so has committed the sin of adultery. If 



Jesus’ Second Year

51

a man divorces his wife for any other reason and marries 
someone else, he causes his wife to suffer because of his sin. 
And if she marries again, the man who marries her is then 
associated with his sin. (Jesus’ words about purity of life and 
faithfulness in marriage applied both to men and to women.)

If there is anything in your life causing you to do wrong, 
then get rid of it, no matter how hard that might be. It is far 
better to do that, than to receive judgement from God and 
be thrown into hell. So if there is something in your life that 
is wrong, do whatever has to be done to get rid of it. Even 
if that means going through great pain, it is far better than 
receiving God’s judgement and going to hell.”

Making promises (4.13)
“You know, too, that the people were told: ‘If you make a 
promise to God, it must be kept.’11 But I say that if you make 
a promise to anyone, it must be kept. And don’t add words 
like ‘by heaven’ or ‘by the earth’ or ‘by Jerusalem’ to make 
you keep it. If you use those words, you are promising in 
God’s Name because he lives in heaven and made the earth, 
and Jerusalem is where he is worshiped. And don’t say ‘this 
is on my head’; by yourself you can’t change a single hair on 
your head. When you make a promise, just say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ 
and mean it; anything you add comes from Satan.”

Doing good to others (4.14)
“And you know what is written: ‘If someone attacks you 
and you lose an eye, they must lose an eye; if you lose a 
tooth, they must lose a tooth.’12 But I say that if someone 
does wrong to you, don’t do anything in return; if they 
cause you hurt, don’t pay them back. If someone steals 
from you, don’t make them give back what they took. If 
someone takes you to court, be willing to let them have 
what they want and more. If a person in authority makes 
you carry out a task, go beyond what they want you to do. 
When someone asks for help, give them help; if they ask 
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you to lend to them, don’t turn them away or lend only 
if you are sure of being repaid. Be good to all people, no 
matter who they are or what they do to you.”

Showing love to others (4.15)
“You also know these words that were said: ‘Love those who 
love you; hate those who hate you.’13 But I say that you are 
to love your enemies; show kindness towards those against 
you; do good to those who hate you; ask God to bless those 
who curse you; and pray for those who treat you badly. If 
you love only those who love you, do you think God will 
reward you? People who care nothing about God do that. 
If you are friendly only to those like yourself, is that being 
better than others? People who worship false gods do that. If 
you are good only to those who are good to you, should that 
deserve any praise? Even sinful people are like that. And if 
you lend only to those you know will repay you, do you think 
that will be pleasing to God? People against God lend to one 
another, expecting to be repaid. So be kind and show love 
towards everyone, no matter what they are like towards you. 
Then God will reward you, and you will be true children of 
your Father in heaven. He is kind to people who are full of 
sin and care nothing about his goodness to them. He causes 
the sun to shine on everyone, whether they do good or do 
evil; he sends rain whether they do right or do wrong. Your 
heavenly Father is good in every way, his kindness and love 
go out to all people, and you must be the same.”

God sees and hears all things (4.16)
After that Jesus said, “Be careful not to do good things so 
people will see what you’ve done; there’s no reward from 
God for that. When you help someone in need, don’t be like 
those who make sure everyone knows what they’ve done. 
Others might praise them, but God certainly won’t. When 
you help someone, do it without a thought of what you are 
doing and so no-one else knows. Your Father in heaven who 
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sees all things will be pleased, and he will reward you.
And when you pray, don’t be like those who pretend to 

follow God and stand praying in the synagogue or on the 
street corner for everyone to see. Others might praise them 
but God certainly won’t. When you pray, go into your room 
and close the door and then pray to your Father in heaven. 
He can’t be seen but sees all things, and he will be pleased 
and reward you.

When you are fasting and praying, don’t be like those 
who make sure people can tell what they’re doing. Others 
might praise them, but God certainly won’t. When you are 
fasting, just be your usual self so no-one will know except 
your Father in heaven. He himself isn’t seen but will see and 
be pleased, and he will reward you.

And when you pray, don’t keep saying the same words over 
and over again, like those who pray to false gods do; they think 
their god will hear if they do that. Don’t be like them; your 
Father in heaven knows what you need before you ask him.

This then is how you should pray:
‘Our Father in heaven, we honour and respect your Name.
May your kingdom come.
May your will be done on earth, just as it is in heaven. 
Give us what we need, enough for today.
Forgive us for the wrong that we do.
And we forgive those who do wrong to us.
Help us when temptation comes.
And free us from the power of Satan, the evil one.’

If you forgive those who do wrong to you, your Father in 
heaven will also forgive you. If you do not forgive those who 
do wrong to you, your Father in heaven will not forgive you.”
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Living to please God (4.17)
Then Jesus said, “Don’t spend your life wanting more money 
and getting more things; nothing on earth will last. Use your 
time here doing what pleases God and build up your riches 
in heaven, and there they will last forever. Whichever place 
has your wealth is where the desires of your heart will be. 
A servant cannot have two masters; he will like one more 
than he likes the other, and want to please one more than he 
pleases the other. And it is the same with God and money; 
only one can be first in your life.

When your eyesight is good, you are filled with light; a 
blind person has no light, only darkness. And those without 
God in their life are also in darkness; they have darkness 
within. If they think they have light when they don’t, then 
their darkness is truly great. But when you are filled with God’s 
light, his truth and his way to live, all darkness has gone.”

Daily worries (4.18)
“And don’t worry about food and clothes; there is more to 
life and living than that. Look at the birds and how your 
Father in heaven gives them their food; they don’t have to 
plant it or gather it up or store it away. And you are worth 
far more to God than birds! Worrying about how long you 
will live won’t make you live any longer. So if you can’t add 
a single hour to your life, why do you worry about anything 
else?

But if you worry about these things, look at the flowers 
round you. They don’t do anything; God makes them grow 
and gives them their beauty. Even Solomon the king dressed 
in his royal clothes, didn’t look as splendid as they do. And 
if God covers the grass with flowers like these, grass that is 
cut down and burnt, don’t you think he will give you clothes 
and everything else you need? You have so little faith! So 
don’t worry and say, ‘What will we do about food? Will we 
have enough clothes?’ Don’t let those thoughts fill your 
mind; people who worship false gods are like that. Your 
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Father in heaven knows what you need. But your first desire 
must be for God’s kingdom and to live in the way he says is 
right, and all these things will be given you as well. So don’t 
worry about tomorrow, wait for what it brings; each day has 
enough to worry about.”

Being good towards others (4.19)
“Don’t judge people and criticize them; in the way that you 
judge people, they will judge you. Be forgiving towards 
others, and they will be forgiving towards you. Show kindness 
to others, and kindness will be shown to you, as much as you 
showed and far more, over and over again. In the way that 
you are towards others, they will be towards you.

Don’t look at the small thing someone does that is wrong, 
when there is something far bigger you do that is wrong. 
How can you tell them what they do is wrong? That’s being a 
hypocrite. First get rid of what’s wrong in your life, and then 
you can help them with whatever they do that is wrong. And 
so in everything, be to others how you would want others 
to be to you; those words sum up all of God’s laws and the 
words of his prophets.”

Living God’s way (4.20)
“A blind person cannot be helped by another who is blind, 
or both will stumble and fall. And someone who doesn’t 
know God cannot show others the way. I am your Teacher, 
telling you what you must know. Students are never above 
their teacher; but when you have taken in all I have said, it 
is enough just to be like me. And when you speak to others 
about God there will be those who refuse to listen, people 
who hate him or want nothing to do with him. They will 
ignore what you tell them or attack what you say so be 
careful, because they could turn on you and destroy you.

Ask God for his help and you will be given it; look for 
his way and you will find it; knock on the door for him to 
answer, and he will open it. Because everyone who asks for 
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God’s help is given it; all who look for his way find it; and 
everyone who knocks for him to answer has the door opened 
to them. If one of your children was hungry and asked for 
bread, would you give them a stone? Or if they asked for 
fish, would you give them a snake? You are people who so 
easily do wrong, but you know how to give your children 
what is good for them. And God, your Father in heaven, is 
far greater than an earthly parent, and he will certainly give 
good things to those who ask him!

Make sure you go through the narrow gate, the way that 
leads to God. There is a wide gate with an easy road you can 
take, but it leads to destruction, and many go through there. 
The gate to life with God is not wide, and the road is narrow, 
and not many find that way.”

False leaders (4.21)
“Watch out for false prophets and preachers, those who 
don’t truly follow God. Outwardly they seem as harmless as 
lambs but inwardly are like savage dogs, ready to attack and 
destroy you. You can tell who they are when you see what 
their lives produce. The fruit on a tree shows what kind of 
tree it is; grapes don’t grow on thorn-bushes, and figs don’t 
come from a prickly weed. And what comes from a person’s 
life shows what they are like within. A good, healthy tree 
produces good fruit; a diseased tree gives dry and useless 
fruit, and has to be chopped down and burnt. A good person 
does good things that come from the good within; an evil 
person does evil things that come from the evil within. And 
what fills someone’s heart flows over in the words that they 
speak.

Why do people say to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ and not do what I 
say? Not everyone who says, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will be with me in 
heaven, only those who do the will of my Father in heaven. 
One day all people will stand before me, some to be  accepted 
and rewarded, and others for judgement. And there will be 
many who say, ‘Lord, we spoke your words to others in your 
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Name.’ Or they will say, ‘Lord, we did many miracles and 
expelled evil spirits in your Name.’ And I will speak directly 
to them and say, ‘You are not mine, I never knew you. Leave 
me; you are full of evil!’”

The right foundation (4.22)
Finally, Jesus said to all who were there, “Anyone who hears 
these words of mine and carries them out is like a wise man 
who built his house on a strong foundation. He dug down 
deep until he came to rock and built his house on that. When 
a wild storm came with strong winds and rising waters, the 
house wasn’t shaken because it was built on solid rock. 

But anyone who hears my words and does not carry 
them out is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 
When a storm came with winds and flooding, his house fell 
down and was completely destroyed.” (Those who built their 
life on Jesus’ words would have a foundation for their life that 
could not be shaken.)

When Jesus finished speaking, the people were amazed at 
what they had heard. Again they saw how he spoke with 
authority, not like the religious leaders when they taught. 
After that he returned to Capernaum, and many in the 
crowd went with him.

A Roman officer with faith (4.23)
As soon as Jesus was back some of the religious leaders 
came to him with a message from a Roman army officer in 
the town. One of his servants was very sick and in terrible 
suffering, and near to death. The officer thought highly of 
this servant and was asking Jesus to come and make him 
well again. The leaders said, “You must do what this man 
wants. He has been very good to the Jewish people and 
helped us build our synagogue.” Jesus said, “I will heal his 
servant,” and he went with them.
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They had almost reached the house when some of the other 
servants met Jesus. They said to him, “Lord, don’t come any 
further. Our master says to tell you that he’s not good enough 
to have you in his house or even to come to you. But he asks 
you to say the word and his servant will be healed. He said 
that as an army officer he knows what it’s like to receive an 
order and to give an order, and have it carried out.”

When Jesus heard this he was very surprised and said to those 
with him, “I tell you, I have not found anyone in the whole of 
Israel with faith like this man. At the end of the world when 
I come again there will be a great celebration, and people 
from every nation will be there, along with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, important men from the past. But as for other 
Jewish people, from the nation that is God’s very own, many 
will be thrown out into the darkness, and there will be much 
sadness and crying and great distress.”

Then he said to those who had come, “Go back to the house! 
It will be done, just as your master believed it would.” The 
moment Jesus said these words the servant was healed, and 
when they went back they found him well again.

A surprised mother (4.24)
Soon after this, Jesus again left Capernaum to go to other 
places in Galilee, and a large crowd went with him. He came 
to the town of Nain and a funeral procession was outside the 
town gates, coming towards them. A young man had died 
and his body was being carried out to be buried. He was the 
only son of a widow, and people from the town were there 
to be with her.

As the procession went past, Jesus felt very sorry for the 
mother and he went over to her and said, “Don’t cry.” He put 
his hand on the burial stretcher, and those carrying the body 
stopped. He called out, “Young man, I say to you, sit up!” 
Immediately the young man who had died sat up and began 
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to speak. Jesus then helped him to his feet and handed him 
back to his mother.

Everyone was amazed and they were thanking God and saying, 
“A great prophet is here! God has come to the help of his 
people.” And people in the surrounding area and all through 
Judea were soon hearing what Jesus had done. From there he 
went to other towns and villages, telling people the good news 
of God’s kingdom. And after a time he returned to Capernaum.

As Jesus went from place to place, a number of women 
were with him; some he had healed from sicknesses or set 
free from evil spirits. One of them was Mary Magdalene 
from whom he had expelled seven evil spirits. Another was 
Joanna, whose husband was in charge of Herod’s servants; 
also a woman named Susanna, along with others. These 
women went with Jesus and the disciples, and used some of 
their own money to help them in their work.

John asks about Jesus (4.25)
During this time John was still in jail, and some of his 
followers came and told him the things Jesus was doing. 
John listened to what they said, but he wanted to be sure 
that he was the one who had come from God. So he told two 
of them to go to Jesus and ask him.

When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John sent us to ask 
if you are the one God promised to send or is it someone 
else, still to come?”

At that time many people were coming to Jesus and being 
healed from all kinds of sicknesses and diseases, and having 
evil spirits expelled. He said to the two men, “Go back to 
John and tell him what you have seen and heard: blind 
people can see, crippled people can walk, those with leprosy 
are healed, deaf people can hear, those who have died have 
been brought back to life, and the poor are hearing the 
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good news of the kingdom. Tell him, too, that God is good 
to everyone who keeps believing, no matter what they go 
through because of me.”

Jesus speaks about John (4.26)
After the men had left, Jesus spoke to the crowd and said, 
“When you went out into the wilderness to see John, what 
did you expect to find? A tree being blown by the wind? 
An important-looking person wearing fine clothes? No, 
someone like that would live in a palace, not out there. So 
why did you go? You were looking for a prophet, a man 
speaking words from God. But John was much more that. 
These words are written, that God has said: ‘A man will be 
sent ahead of you; he will make people ready for when you 
come.’14 And because John made people ready for me, he 
is the most important person who has ever lived. And yet 
the least of those in God’s kingdom are greater than John 
because they believe in me.”

Jesus went on to say, “God gave the people his laws and spoke 
through his prophets, and then John came preaching the 
message of God’s kingdom. And strong forces are attacking 
the kingdom, but determined people are taking hold of it 
with just as much force. If you are willing to accept this, John 
was like Elijah, the prophet in the past who spoke with God’s 
power. Those with an open heart, take in what you hear!”

And then he said, “What can I say about people of today? 
They are like children playing together, and some can’t be 
pleased by anything the others do. John lived out in the 
wilderness and went without wine, and they said he had an 
evil spirit. Then they see that I am different to John, that 
I mix with people, and they say, ‘He’s always eating and 
drinking, and he’s a friend to tax collectors and sinners.’ But 
the truth of words is shown by deeds.”
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A grateful woman (4.27)
One of the religious leaders in the town, a man named 
Simon, invited Jesus to his house for a meal, and others were 
there as well.

There was a woman in the town who wanted to see Jesus 
and she came to the house; this woman was a prostitute. She 
went inside and stood near Jesus while he was eating and she 
began to cry; and as she cried her tears were falling on his 
feet. (At a meal, people lay on their side with their feet away 
from a low table.) She then knelt down and wiped his feet 
with her long hair and kissed them. She had brought a small 
bottle of perfume with her, and she poured it over his feet 
and kissed them again and again.

The religious leader was shocked at what he was seeing, and 
thought to himself, “If this man was a prophet, he would 
know what kind of a woman she is and wouldn’t let her 
touch him.”

Jesus knew what he was thinking and said, “Simon, I will tell 
you a story.” He said, “Go ahead, Teacher.”

Jesus said, “There were two people who owed a man some 
money. One of them owed him five thousand dollars and the 
other owed him fifty dollars. When the time came to pay him 
back, neither was able to, and the man let both of them off. 
Which of them do you think would be the more grateful?”

He said, “The one who owed the bigger amount, I suppose.”

Jesus said, “Yes, you are right.” Then he turned towards the 
woman and said, “You see this woman? I came to your house 
but you didn’t give me water for my feet; she wet my feet 
with her tears and dried them with her hair. You didn’t give 
me a kiss of welcome; she hasn’t stopped kissing my feet 
since I came. You didn’t put oil on my head as your guest; 
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she brought perfume and poured it over my feet. I tell you, 
she is asking God to forgive her many sins and showing her 
great love for me. When the forgiveness asked for is small, 
the love that is shown is also small.”

Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”

Those who were there said to one another, “Did you hear 
that? He says he can forgive sins!”

Jesus said to the woman, “You trusted in God for him to 
forgive you; your faith has saved you. Go back to your home 
with peace in your heart.”

Jesus’ power over Satan (4.28)
Another day Jesus was at someone’s house, and people from 
towns all over Israel were coming to him. Again he was 
healing their sicknesses and expelling evil spirits. The crowd 
round the house was so large that Jesus and the disciples 
weren’t able to leave, not even to eat.

When Jesus’ family saw this, they said to one another, “He’s 
gone out of his mind, doing these things.” And they decided 
to go to the house and take him away.

Religious teachers from Jerusalem were in the crowd and 
telling people, “He’s possessed by an evil spirit, the most 
powerful one! That’s why he can expel them.”

Jesus knew what they were saying and he called them inside 
and said, “Why would Satan want to expel Satan? If people 
from the same country are fighting one another, that country 
cannot last. And if those in a ruling family are against one 
another, their rule will come to an end. So if I have Satan’s 
power to expel evil spirits, that means he cannot last and his 
power will end. No-one can steal from a house where a strong 
man lives unless they overpower him and tie him up. Then 
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they can take whatever they want from the house.” (Jesus had 
authority and power over Satan, and so could expel evil spirits.)

And then he said, “People can be forgiven for every wrong 
they have done, and for everything said against God and his 
holy Name. But if someone will never stop speaking against 
God’s Spirit, always calling evil what the Spirit does, that 
person can never be forgiven; they will always be guilty in 
God’s eyes, both in this life and the life to come.”

While Jesus was saying these things, his mother and brothers 
came to the house, but they couldn’t get inside because of the 
crowd. Someone in the house said, “Your family are outside 
and want to speak to you.” Jesus replied, “Do you know who 
my family is?” Then he looked at his followers sitting round 
him and said, “These are my family. Anyone who does my 
Father’s will, who hears God’s words of truth and obeys them, 
they are my brothers and sisters and mother.”

Jesus teaches using stories (4.29)
Later that day Jesus went down to the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee and the people came to him, and he began to teach. 
But so many were coming that he got into a boat and spoke 
from there as they stood on the shore.

Jesus then began using stories to teach the people. He said, 
“A farmer was out in his field sowing wheat, taking it from 
a bag and going up and down throwing it on to the ground. 
As he went along, some of the seed fell on a path through the 
field, and birds quickly came and ate it up. 

Some of the seed being sown fell on ground that was 
stony with not much soil. The plants that grew there came 
up quickly because the soil wasn’t deep. But when hot 
weather came the plants withered and died because their 
roots weren’t deep. 

Some of the seed fell on ground that had thorns. The 
plants there began to grow but the thorns grew as well. 
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After a while the plants were crowded out by the thorns and 
stopped growing and produced nothing.

In the rest of the field, the seed fell on good ground. The 
plants that grew there were strong and healthy, and produced 
a good crop of wheat. In some parts of the field the crop was 
even better, and in other parts it was better still.”

Then he called out, “If your heart is open to God, take in 
what you hear!”

After that Jesus told another story and said, “The kingdom of 
God is like this. A man sowed wheat in his field, but one night 
someone who hated him went into the field and scattered seed 
that would grow as weeds. After a time, the wheat began to 
grow but the weeds grew as well. Those who worked for the 
man said, ‘You planted wheat in that field. Where did all the 
weeds come from?’  He said, ‘Someone who hates me has done 
this.’ They said, ‘Do you want us to pull them out?’ The man 
said, ‘No, if you do that the wheat might come out as well. Let 
them grow together until harvest-time. I’ll tell those doing the 
harvesting to pull up the weeds first and put them in bundles 
to be burned. Then the wheat can be gathered up and put in my 
barn.’” (Later Jesus explained the meaning of these two stories.)

Jesus was also using word-pictures to teach the people. He 
said, “The kingdom of God is like corn planted in a field. 
The farmer waits for it to grow, and each day he does other 
things. He doesn’t understand how it happens, but even 
while he sleeps the soil does its work and shoots come up. 
At first the plants are very small, then heads appear and then 
grains of corn. And when the corn reaches its full height, the 
farmer cuts it down at harvest-time.

The kingdom of God is like the seed of a mustard tree 
planted in a garden. It is a very small seed but it grows into 
a large tree, so large that many birds come and sit on its 
branches.
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And the kingdom of God is like yeast added to a bag of 
flour for bread to be made. Only a small amount of yeast is 
used, but it is worked though the flour and the bread rises 
when it is baked. (In these different ways Jesus was saying that 
what was taking place in God’s kingdom would be known by 
only a few, but in time it would be known by all.)

And Jesus kept speaking to the people like this, using stories 
and word-pictures to help them understand. It was just as 
was written, that God had said: ‘I will speak to people in other 
ways; I will tell them things they have not heard before.’15

A question is asked (4.30)
When Jesus had finished, his followers asked him, “Why 
are you using stories to teach the people?” He didn’t do this 
when he was teaching them.

He said, “You believe and know that I am from God, and so 
understanding of the deeper truths of the kingdom has been 
given to you. But for those who don’t believe, everything I 
say is hard to understand; that is why I use stories. These 
words of Isaiah are written, that God has said: ‘They hear 
what I say but don’t understand; they see what I do but can’t 
take it in. Their hearts are hard towards me; they hear me 
only faintly, and their eyes are closed to me. If they opened 
their eyes they would see; if they listened, they would hear; 
and if their hearts were softened they would have under-
standing and turn to me, and I would heal them.’”16

Then Jesus said, “God has been good to you, for you to see 
what he is doing and hear what he is saying. I tell you, many 
prophets and people of God in the past longed to see what 
you are seeing, and hear what you are hearing.”

The meaning of the stories (4.31)
Afterwards when Jesus was at his house, the disciples came 
to him and asked, “What was the meaning of the story about 
the wheat that fell on different parts of the field?”
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Jesus said, “If you don’t understand that story, you won’t 
understand others I tell. Listen and I will explain it. The wheat 
that was sowed is God’s word, his message of truth. The seed 
that fell on the path and was eaten by birds stands for people 
who hear God’s word but don’t open their heart and under-
stand, and straight away Satan comes and takes his word from 
their hearts so they do not believe and are not saved.

The seed that fell on stony ground stands for people who 
hear God’s word and immediately they receive it with joy. 
But it doesn’t go deep into their heart; they believe for a 
time but it doesn’t last. When difficulties arise or opposition 
comes because of God’s word, they quickly turn away and 
have nothing more to do with him.

The seed that fell on ground where there were thorns 
stands for other people who hear God’s word. They know 
what he says but there are other things in their lives, worries 
or pleasures or a false hope in money. And as they go along 
in life, these things crowd out God’s word and prevent it 
from taking hold, and so nothing is produced for him.

But the seed that fell on good ground stands for people 
who hear God’s word and understand. They want what is 
right and good, and they take in his word and hold on to 
it. And by persevering these people produce good things in 
their lives for God; with some it is more, and with others it 
is much more for him.”

The disciples then asked, “What did the other story mean, 
about the wheat where someone planted weeds?”

Jesus replied, “The wheat in that story stands for people 
who belong to God, those in his kingdom. The one who 
planted the wheat is myself, the Son of Man; and the field 
is the world with all its people. The weeds are those who 
follow Satan, the one who planted them. Harvest-time is 
at the end of the world, and angels are the ones who do 
the harvesting. And just as the weeds were collected and 
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thrown on a fire, at the end I will send angels throughout 
the world, and they will weed out all who have done evil 
and caused others to do evil. These will be taken and 
thrown into a blazing fire, and there will be much sadness 
and crying and great distress.

It will be like fishermen bringing their fish to the shore 
and taking out those that can’t be eaten and throwing them 
away. At the end angels will come and separate people who 
were sinful from those who were not. And all who followed 
evil ways will be taken and thrown into a fire, with much 
crying and great distress. But those who belong to God will 
be with him in his kingdom, and they will shine with the 
brightness of the sun. Open your hearts to what I am saying, 
and take in what you hear.” 

Then Jesus said, “Being in God’s kingdom is like a man who 
ploughs a field, and he finds a box of gold buried there. He 
quickly covers it over and hurries off to sell everything he 
owns so he can buy the field and the gold will be his.

It is like a man who buys and sells pearls, and he finds 
the most beautiful pearl he has ever seen. He immediately 
goes and sells all his other pearls so he can have that pearl for 
himself.” (Being in God’s kingdom is worth everything.)

Jesus asked the disciples, “Do you understand what I am 
saying?” They replied, “Yes, Lord, we do.”

Then he said, “Someone who knows God’s laws and then 
hears my teaching and tells it to others, is like a man with a 
house full of treasures bringing them out for people to see; 
some things are old and others are new.

No-one lights an oil-lamp and then covers it over or 
hides it away; it is put where it gives out light so people 
can see. And the words I say are not to be covered over or 
hidden away; what you are hearing must be brought into the 
open and made clear to all. So take in what I say and think 
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carefully about what it means. Because the more you open 
your heart to God, the more he will open his heart to you, 
and you will overflow with what he gives. But if you close 
your heart to God, whatever is there that you have from him 
or even think you have, that will be taken away.”

A wild storm (4.32)
Later that day towards evening, Jesus again went down to 
the shore of the lake and the people followed him there. He 
said to the disciples, “We’ll go over to the other side.” They 
quickly found a boat and as they sailed across Jesus lay down 
in the back with his head on a cushion and fell asleep. And 
others went in their boats as well.

They were out on the lake when a violent storm swept down 
on them; wild winds began to blow and heavy rain was 
falling. Large waves were now breaking over the boat and it 
was filling with water and starting to sink.

Jesus was still asleep and the disciples quickly woke him 
and cried out, “Lord, help us! Don’t you care? We’re going 
to drown!”

Jesus saw what was happening and he stood up in the boat 
and called out, “Quiet! Be still!” And immediately the storm 
ceased; the wind died away and the water was calm.

The disciples had been very frightened, and Jesus looked at 
them and said, “Why were you so afraid? Do you still have 
no faith, no trust in me?” Still shaken by the storm, they 
were amazed by what he had done and said to one another, 
“What kind of a man is this? He spoke to the wind and the 
waves, and they obeyed!”

A changed man (4.33)
When they reached the other side, the Gerasene area, Jesus 
got out of the boat and two men were coming towards him. 
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They were from a nearby town and both were possessed by 
evil spirits. They slept in caves used as places for the dead 
and were very dangerous; people kept away from them for 
fear of being attacked.

One of the men then came closer; he had no clothes on and 
had been demon-possessed for a long time. The evil spirits 
would often attack him and make him violent. No-one was 
able to control him, and many times he had been tied hand 
and foot with chains, but he would tear them apart and break 
the iron bars on his feet and escape. Night and day he was in 
the caves and on the hills, screaming out and cutting himself 
with sharp stones.

The man was calling out as he ran up to Jesus and he fell on 
his knees in front of him. When Jesus spoke the evil spirits 
began shouting out, “What do you want with us, Jesus, Son 
of the Most High God? Are you going to send us to the place 
of torment before the time God has chosen? Please, in God’s 
Name, don’t do it!”

Jesus said to the man, “What is your name?” He cried out, 
“Legion; there are many of us!” (Legion means ‘a large 
number’.) And the evil spirits were pleading with Jesus not 
to send them away from the area.

There was a large herd of pigs feeding on a hillside nearby, 
and the evil spirits cried out, “If we have to go, send us into 
those pigs!”

Jesus said to them, “Go!” And immediately all the evil spirits 
came out of the man and went into the pigs. The whole herd 
of about two thousand pigs then began rushing down the 
steep hillside into the lake and were drowned.

The men looking after the pigs could hardly believe what 
had happened and they ran off to the town and the places 
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nearby, telling everyone. People soon came running and 
when they saw the demon-possessed man now had clothes 
on and sitting quietly with Jesus, they were afraid. Then they 
heard about the evil spirits leaving him and going into the 
pigs, and they became very frightened and kept asking Jesus 
to leave.

As he got into the boat, the man begged Jesus to let him 
come with him. But he said, “Go home to your own people 
and tell them the great thing the Lord has done, and how 
kind he was to you.”

The man did this and went into the town and through the 
surrounding area telling everyone. And when people heard 
what he said they were amazed that someone could do a 
thing like that.

A woman is healed and a girl brought back to life (4.34)
There was a crowd on the shore waiting for Jesus, and as 
soon as he got out of the boat the people gathered round 
him. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue, a man called 
Jairus, came. He knelt down in front of Jesus and said, 
“Please help me; my daughter is very sick and going to die! 
If you come and put your hands on her, I know she will live.” 
She was his only daughter, twelve years old. Jesus went with 
the man, and the disciples came as well.

The people followed Jesus as he went along and they were 
all round him and pushing against him. In the crowd that 
day there was a woman who had suffered from a bleeding 
problem for twelve years. She had been to many doctors but 
none had been able to help her. All her money had gone and 
the bleeding was getting worse.

As she went along behind Jesus, she thought to herself, 
“If I can just touch his coat, I will be healed.” Then she got 
close enough and she reached out and touched the edge of 
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Jesus’ coat. Immediately the bleeding stopped, and she knew 
within herself that she was healed.

At that moment Jesus felt healing power go out from him, 
and he turned round and said, “Who touched my coat?” 
Those near him said they hadn’t, and Peter and the other 
disciples were saying, “Master, everyone is crowding round 
you and pushing against you.” But he kept looking to see 
who it was and said, “Someone touched me and healing 
power has gone out from me.”

The woman knew what had happened and that she couldn’t 
hide, and shaking with fear she came forward and knelt at 
Jesus’ feet. Then in front of everyone she told him why she 
had touched his coat and that immediately she had been 
healed.

Jesus said to her, “Don’t be upset. You trusted in me; your 
faith has healed you. Go in peace; your suffering is over.”

Just then some men came from Jairus’ house and said to him, 
“Your daughter has died. There’s no need for the Teacher to 
come.”

Jesus heard what they said and told him, “Don’t be afraid 
this would happen; just believe.”

When they came to the house, Jesus let only Peter, James and 
John come inside with him. There were people crying loudly 
and making a lot of noise, and he said to them, “There’s no 
need for this; you can leave. The girl isn’t dead; she is asleep.” 
But they laughed at him because they knew she had died.

When he had sent them away, Jesus went with the three 
disciples and the girl’s parents to the room where she was 
lying. He took her by the hand and said, “Little girl, I say 
to you, get up!” And the moment Jesus said those words 
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she came back to life. He helped her stand and she began 
walking round the room, and he told her parents to give her 
something to eat.

The parents could hardly believe what had happened and 
stood looking at their daughter in amazement. Jesus told them 
firmly not to tell others but it was not long before people heard 
about it, and the news spread throughout the whole area.

More healing (4.35)
When Jesus left the house the crowd was still there, and 
the people went along with him. Two blind men followed 
behind them and were calling out, “Jesus, Son of David, help 
us! Jesus, Son of David, help us!” (‘Son of David’ means ‘the 
one from King David’s line’, and was another name for the 
Messiah.)

When Jesus had gone into his house, the men came to him. 
He said to them, “Do you believe I am able to make you 
see?” They said, “Yes, Lord, we believe.”

Then he touched their eyes and said, “Because of your faith, 
it will be done.” And immediately both men could see. He 
told them not to talk about it, but they couldn’t keep it to 
themselves and soon people everywhere were hearing what 
Jesus had done.

As they were leaving, a man who was possessed by an evil spirit 
and couldn’t speak was brought to the house. At once Jesus 
expelled the evil spirit and the man was able to speak freely.

The people who saw these things were amazed and said, 
“Nothing like this has ever happened before in Israel.” But 
again the religious leaders were saying, “The most powerful 
evil spirit gives him power.”
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Another visit to Nazareth (4.36)
After this, Jesus and the disciples left Capernaum, and once 
more they went through Galilee. Again he came to Nazareth, 
and on the Sabbath day he was teaching in the synagogue.

Just as before the people were amazed at Jesus’ words, and 
they were saying to one another, “How does he know these 
things? This teaching he gives, where does it come from? 
And all these miracles, how is he able to do them? We know 
him; he was a carpenter here, the same as his father. He’s 
Mary’s son; his brothers are James, Joseph, Simon and Judas, 
and his sisters live here. He’s no-one special.” And they didn’t 
like him teaching them.

Jesus said to them, “There is a saying: ‘A prophet is never 
given honour in his own town or own home,’ and that is true 
of the people here.”

There were a few in Nazareth who came to him, and he 
placed his hands on them and healed them, but that was all 
he did. He was amazed at their lack of faith, that they didn’t 
believe in him.

From there Jesus went to other towns and villages in Galilee, 
teaching in the synagogues and telling people the good news 
of God's kingdom. And wherever he went, those with every 
kind of sickness and disease were brought to him, and he 
healed them all.

When Jesus saw the crowds that came, he had great compas-
sion for them because they were so anxious and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, “There is 
a harvest of people ready to hear about God, but the number 
of workers is small. So pray and ask the Lord of the harvest 
to send out those who will do this work and bring in his 
harvest.”
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The disciples are sent out (4.37)
While Jesus was in Galilee he called the twelve disciples to 
him and told them they would go in twos to the towns and 
villages, preaching the message of the kingdom of God. And 
he gave them authority and power to drive out evil spirits 
and to heal every kind of sickness and disease. 

Jesus said to the disciples, “Don’t go to Samaritan towns or 
where there are no Jewish people; go to the lost sheep of Israel, 
those who have turned away from God. And wherever you 
go, say to the people, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to 
you; open your heart for him to rule.’ Heal the sick and those 
with leprosy, bring back to life any who have died, and expel 
evil spirits. You have freely been given much by God so do 
this work freely, speaking to all and asking for nothing. Don’t 
take money, food, a bag, extra clothes or even a strong stick 
for the journey; you will be given what is yours to have.

When you come to a town or village, look for the right 
person, someone worthy of having you, and stay with them 
for the time you are there. And when you go into the house, 
ask God to bless it with the peace he gives you. If they are 
open to God, they will welcome his peace; if they are not, the 
peace you offer will return and rest on you. But if a town or 
village does not welcome you or listen to you, go on to the 
next. And as you are leaving, shake the dust off your feet as 
a sign to the people that you are not responsible for what 
happens to them. I tell you, the day of judgement will be 
more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah than it will be for 
towns and villages that do not listen to you.” (These were evil 
cities that God destroyed.17)

Then he told the disciples, “I am sending you out like sheep 
among savage dogs, so be careful and wise in what you say 
and do. I am your Teacher and Master, and if I am called evil 
they will say that about you. But don’t be afraid of what people 
say. Everything spoken against God will one day be revealed; 



Jesus’ Second Year

75

all that is hidden will then be made known. What I have said 
to you must be told to everyone; the words spoken quietly are 
for all to hear. And even if they kill you, your body may be 
destroyed but that is all they can do; they cannot harm your 
soul, the self within that lives forever. It is far more important 
to be afraid of what God can do. He has authority over both 
body and soul; he can send people to hell, where body and 
soul are lost without hope, forever. Yes, he is the one to be 
feared. But don’t be afraid as you do God’s work; he will watch 
over you. God knows and sees all things; he knows how many 
hairs you have on your head, and sees a tiny bird worth hardly 
anything as it flies to the ground. I tell you, you are worth far 
more to God than all the birds in the world.

And as you do this work, when people welcome you, 
they are welcoming me; and when they welcome me, they 
welcome the One who sent me. Anyone who shows kindness 
to someone who speaks words from God or does his work 
will be rewarded as if they were the one speaking his words 
or doing his work. God sees the smallest thing someone 
does for the least of my followers, and he will reward them.”

And Jesus also said, “At the end of the world all people will 
come into my presence, and whoever has told others they 
belong to me will hear me say that to my Father in heaven. 
But whoever has told others they do not belong to me, will 
hear me say that to my Father in heaven. Anyone who loves 
their father or mother or children more than me, is not 
worthy of following me. And anyone who does not accept 
the trouble and difficulties that will come, is not worthy of 
following me. Those who hold on to their life will lose it. But 
those who let go of their life for me, will find true life.”

The disciples then went to the towns and villages telling 
people to repent, to turn from their sins and follow God’s 
way. And wherever they went, they healed sick people by 
anointing them with oil, and they expelled evil spirits.
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And Jesus himself went to other towns in Galilee, preaching 
and teaching. 

John’s life comes to an end (4.38)
All this time John was still in jail; he had told the king that 
it was against God’s law to take his brother’s wife, Herodias. 
She hated him for saying this and wanted Herod to put him 
to death. He would have done it but was afraid because he 
knew John was a man who lived fully for God. And even 
though what he said worried him, Herod liked talking with 
him. Also, the king was worried that if he killed John, the 
people might turn against him, because they believed John 
was a prophet. 

One day, however, Herodias found a way of getting what she 
wanted. There was a celebration at the palace for Herod’s 
birthday and many important people were there. Herodias’ 
daughter danced for the guests and her dancing pleased 
them so much that the king said to her, “Ask me for anything 
you want. Even if it’s half of my kingdom, I’ll give it to you.” 
And he made this a binding promise.

The girl then went to her mother to see what she should ask 
for. Herodias said, “Ask him for the head of that man John.” 
So she quickly went to the king and said, “I want you to give 
me now the head of John on a plate.”

Herod was shocked at what she had asked for, but he had 
made the promise in front of his guests and had to carry it 
out. So he gave an order for one of his men to give the girl 
what she wanted. The man went to John, cut off his head and 
put it on a plate and brought it to Herod. He then gave it to 
the girl, and she took it to her mother.

When John’s followers heard what had happened they went 
to Herod and asked for the body. He ordered it be given to 
them and they took it away and laid it in a place for the dead.
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Herod is worried (4.39)
Jesus was now going through Galilee doing many miracles, 
and Herod was worried because people were saying that it 
was John, come back to life. Others were saying that it was 
Elijah, or some other prophet come back, or even a new 
prophet from God. Herod said, “It can’t be John; I had his 
head cut off. So who is this I am hearing about?”

But when Herod kept hearing about Jesus, he said, “It 
must be John come back to life! That’s why he can do these 
miracles.” And he wanted to see Jesus for himself.

Some of John’s followers went to Jesus and told him what 
Herod had done, and he returned to Capernaum. 

More healing (4.40)
When the disciples came back from where they had been, 
they went to Jesus’ house and told him what they had been 
doing. But so many people from all the towns were coming 
to him that again they were unable to leave the house, not 
even to eat.

Jesus said to the disciples, “Come with me to a quiet place 
and have a rest after all you’ve done.” So they went down to 
the shore of the lake, got into a boat and sailed across towards 
Bethsaida, to go to a quiet place and be by themselves.

But the people had seen Jesus healing others, and they 
followed him down to the lake and watched where he was 
going. Then more from the towns nearby came running and 
joined them, and everyone hurried round to the other side. 
When Jesus got out of the boat there was a crowd waiting 
for him, and he had compassion for the people because 
they looked so lost. He called them to him and spoke about 
God’s kingdom, and was healing every kind of sickness and 
disease.
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Jesus then took the disciples with him, and they went a short 
distance away to a hillside and sat down there together. It 
was the time of the year when the Passover was held.

A crowd is fed (4.41)
The people then began coming to where Jesus was, and by 
now it was late in the day. The disciples went to him and 
said, “This is an out of the way place, and it will soon be 
dark. Send them off to the villages and farms to get food and 
find somewhere to stay.”

Jesus saw all the people and said. “They don’t have to go 
away. You give them something to eat.” They said, “Do you 
want us to buy bread for a crowd like this?”

He said to one of the disciples, Philip, “Where could we go 
to buy it?” Jesus asked this to hear what Philip would say; 
he already knew what he would do. Philip replied, “It would 
take a huge amount of money just to give everyone a bite!” 
And others said, “Do you want us to spend that much?”  

Jesus said to them, “How much food can you find? Go and 
look.” Andrew came back and said, “There is a boy here with 
five small loaves and two small fish, but what use are they 
with a crowd like this?” Jesus said, “Bring them to me,” and 
he told the disciples to tell the people to sit down in groups 
of fifty. It was a large open area and the people sat on the 
grass in groups of fifty and a hundred.

Jesus went to the people and he took the bread and fish in 
his hands, looked towards heaven and gave thanks to God. 
Then he began breaking the bread into pieces and handing it 
to the disciples to give out to the people. And he was doing 
this over and over again until everyone had been fed. He 
did the same with the fish, breaking them into pieces for the 
disciples to give to the people.
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When everyone had finished, Jesus said to the disciples, 
“Pick up what hasn’t been eaten so nothing is wasted.” The 
bread and fish left over was then gathered up and it filled 
twelve baskets. The crowd that was fed was very large; about 
five thousand men were there as well as all the women and 
children.

When the people realised the amazing thing Jesus had done, 
they said to one another, “This must be the prophet God 
promised to send.” But Jesus knew they wanted to come and 
make him their king, so he told the disciples to go back to 
the boat and sail round to Bethsaida, and he would send the 
people off to their homes. And after doing this, he went up 
the hillside to pray.

A walk at night (4.42)
The disciples waited for Jesus at Bethsaida but by evening he 
hadn’t come, and so they went down to the lake and began 
sailing across towards Capernaum. Then a strong wind 
began to blow and the water became very rough; the wind 
was against them and waves were crashing over the boat. 
They were still in the middle of the lake, and it was getting 
close to dawn.

From the hillside where Jesus was, he could see the boat out 
on the lake with the disciples pulling on the oars and making 
no progress. The wind was still very strong and they had 
rowed only five or six kilometres and were a long way from 
the other side.

Jesus then went down to the shore and came across the 
lake to the disciples, walking on the water. As he came past 
suddenly they saw him; they were terrified and cried out in 
fear, “It’s a ghost!”

Jesus called out, “Don’t be frightened, it’s me!” Peter called 
back, “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come over to you.”
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Jesus said to him, “Come!” Peter then climbed out of the 
boat and he himself was walking on the water towards Jesus. 
But when he saw the huge waves, he became frightened. He 
began to sink and cried out, “Lord, save me!”

Jesus reached out and caught hold of him and said, “Your 
faith is so small. Why did you doubt?” They both climbed 
into the boat, and the wind died down and the water was 
calm.

Again the disciples were amazed by Jesus’ power. Even 
though he had fed the large crowd, they hadn’t understood 
what it meant because their hearts were still closed. But 
there in the boat they said, “Truly, you are the Son of God.” 
And soon after this they reached Gennesaret, a town on the 
other side of the lake.

When people saw that Jesus was there, they ran throughout 
the surrounding area telling everyone. They brought those 
with diseases and illnesses, and pleaded with him to let 
them touch his coat, and all who did were made well. It was 
the same when Jesus went to the towns, the villages or the 
countryside; sick people would be brought on mats to the 
market-places or wherever he was. And when they touched 
the edge of his coat they would be healed. 

And after this Jesus and the disciples sailed round to 
Capernaum.

Jesus the bread from heaven (4.43)
Some of the people from the crowd Jesus had fed the day 
before were still there, and the following day they were 
looking for him. They had seen the disciples leave without 
him and thought he was close by. Then some boats from 
the other side came to the shore, but neither Jesus nor the 
disciples were in them. So they got into the boats and went 
across to Capernaum to look for him.
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The people went to the synagogue and found Jesus teaching. 
They said to him, “When did you get here? We were looking 
for you.”

He said to them, “You weren’t looking for me because you 
saw the power of God, only because of the food you ate. 
Don’t look for food that doesn’t last. Look for the food that 
lasts forever that I, the Son of Man, will give. My Father has 
given his approval of all that I do.”

They said, “And what does he want us to do?”

Jesus said, “He wants you to believe in me, the one he sent.”

They said, “Do another miracle and we’ll believe in you. 
When the people were in the desert with Moses, they had 
nothing to eat and God gave them food. These words are 
written: ‘He gave them food from heaven.’18 Can you do 
that?” (For forty years every day except the Sabbath there was 
seed was on the ground in the morning and birds coming in 
the evening, for the people to have as food.19)

Jesus said, “The food the people were given was for that time, 
when they were in the desert. But my Father is now giving 
you true food, that gives true life. This bread of God comes 
from heaven and gives life to the world.”

The people said, “We want that bread every day!”

Jesus said, “I am the bread that gives life from God. No-one 
who comes to me and believes in me will ever be hungry or 
thirsty; they will have all that they need. You have seen the 
miracles I do but still you do not believe. Everyone my Father 
gives me will come to me; no-one who comes to me will be 
turned away. I have come from heaven not to do my will, but 
the will of the One who sent me. And this is his will, that none 
of those he gives me is lost from me, and that at the end of the 
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world I give them a greater life, a life with him forever. For 
it is my Father’s will that everyone who looks to the Son and 
believes in him, is given a greater life that will be forever.”

Some don’t believe and others do (4.44)
Some who followed Jesus were there but they didn’t like 
what he was saying, that he was the bread of God, come from 
heaven. They said to one another, “Isn’t he Joseph’s son? And 
we know his parents, too. So how can he say he has come 
from heaven?”

Jesus said to them, “Don’t complain about what I have said. 
No-one can come to me unless the Father draws them to me. 
A prophet has spoken these words: ‘They will all be taught 
by God.’20 Everyone who hears and takes in what the Father 
says, will come to me. No-one from this world has seen the 
Father except the one who has come from the Father; I alone 
have seen him.”

And then he said, “I tell you this: everyone who believes in 
me has life forever; and I am the bread that gives this life. 
The people in the desert were kept alive by the food God 
gave them, but in time they all died. Here with you now is 
the bread that has come from heaven for anyone to take and 
never die. I am the living bread that has come from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread, who takes it as food, will live 
forever. And the bread they take is my body, my own life, 
that I will give for all people to live.”

The people were talking among themselves and saying, 
“What does he mean? How can he give us his body to eat?”

Jesus said to them, “I tell you this: unless you take my life 
with its flesh and blood into your life, you will not have life 
from God. Anyone who takes me as food and drink will have 
life from God,  and at the end I will give them a greater life 
that will be forever. For my flesh is true food and my blood 



Jesus’ Second Year

83

is true drink, and they give true life. Anyone who takes me 
into their life will live in me, and I in them. My Father is the 
living God, and I live because of his life in me. And in the 
same way, those who take me as food will live because of me. 
Here with you now is the bread that has come from heaven. 
The people long ago were given food in the desert, but they 
all died. Anyone who takes as food the bread with you now, 
will live forever.”

When the people heard that, they said, “This is too hard to 
accept. How could anyone believe it?”

Jesus knew what they were saying and he said, “Did my 
words offend you? What if I ascended into heaven before 
your eyes? Would you then believe what I say? God’s Spirit 
gives true life; a person’s own efforts count for nothing. And 
the words I speak are full of the Spirit and of life.”

And then he said, “I know that you do not believe in me. 
That is why I said that no-one can come to me unless the 
Father draws those who will believe, and enables them to 
come.”

Jesus had known from the beginning that many of the people 
didn’t truly believe in him. Then they turned away and left 
him, and from that day they no longer followed him.

Jesus looked at his disciples and said, “What about you? You 
don’t want to leave me too, do you?”

Peter answered, “Lord, to whom will we go? You have the 
words that give life forever. We believe and know that you 
are the Holy One, come from God.”

Jesus replied, “I chose the twelve of you to follow me, but one 
of you will follow Satan!” He knew that one of the disciples, 
Judas, would turn against him.
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Wrong within (4.45) 
While Jesus was at Capernaum, religious leaders and teachers 
from Jerusalem were there. Some of them were Pharisees, a 
group that had many rules to follow. One rule was that if 
they had been to the marketplace, they had to go through 
a washing ceremony before they ate, to make themselves 
‘clean’ in the eyes of God. They did this in case they had 
been touched by someone who wasn’t ‘clean’. And it was the 
same with cups and food bowls; they had to be made ‘clean’ 
before being used.

When these men saw that Jesus’ disciples weren’t doing 
this, they said to him, “Why do your disciples go against 
our tradition, what we have always done? They don’t make 
themselves ‘clean’ before eating.” 

Jesus said to the leaders, “You hypocrites! Isaiah was certainly 
speaking about you, with these words from God: ‘They talk 
about me but their hearts are far from me. They think they 
worship me, but what they do means nothing. The rules they 
teach are man-made; they don’t come from me.’21 And that is 
exactly what you do; you ignore the laws God has given, and 
follow rules from men in the past.”

And he went on to say, “Yes, you are very good at putting 
aside God’s laws for the sake of your tradition. One of the 
laws God gave through Moses was this: ‘Give your parents the 
honour due to them.’22 Another law was: ‘Anyone who curses 
their parents calling evil on them must be put to death.’23 So 
parents are to be honoured and respected as is their due. But 
you tell people that if someone promises to give money to 
the temple, it can’t be used to care for their parents, and you 
stop them doing it. What you say goes directly against what 
God has said; it comes from your tradition and you teach it 
to others. And you do many other wrong things like that.” 
The leaders said nothing more and went away.
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Jesus then called the people round him and said, “Listen 
carefully and make sure you understand. Nothing outside 
of you, that goes into your mouth as food, can make you 
unclean. It is what is within a person and comes out as 
words, that makes them unclean.”

Afterwards when Jesus was at his house, the disciples came 
to him and said, “The Pharisees were offended when you 
spoke like that.”

He replied, “Don’t take any notice of them; they are blind 
to God. Anyone who doesn’t belong to my Father in heaven 
will one day be taken and thrown away. And if those who are 
blind lead others who are blind, both will stumble and fall.”

Peter said, “What did you mean, that nothing outside a 
person can make them unclean?”

Jesus said to them, “Do you still have so little under-
standing? Can’t you see that a religious ceremony before 
eating is useless? Food just goes into the stomach, and what 
isn’t needed passes out of the body. It is a person’s heart that 
matters, what is within them; nothing from outside can make 
them unclean.” When Jesus said that, he was also saying that 
all foods could be eaten; there were no foods that had to be 
avoided for religious reasons.

And he went on to say, “It is what comes out of a person’s 
mouth, that comes from within, that makes them unclean. 
And from the heart comes all kinds of evil thoughts: murder, 
taking someone else’s husband or wife, being sexually 
immoral, having impure sexual behaviour, lying, stealing, 
being greedy, being arrogant, wanting what others have, 
having hatred towards others, speaking evil against others, 
and being foolish in a way that is against God. All these things 
are evil and come from within, and make a person unclean.”
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A woman asks for help (4.46)
After this Jesus left Capernaum and went to the area along 
the Mediterranean coast, near the towns of Tyre and Sidon. 
He continued to keep away from Judea because the religious 
leaders in Jerusalem were looking for an opportunity to kill 
him.

At one place Jesus was staying at a house and didn’t want 
people to know he was there. But it wasn’t long before they 
heard, and a woman came looking for him; her daughter was 
possessed by an evil spirit. The woman was from an area to 
the north of Israel, and wasn’t Jewish.

When she saw Jesus she cried out, “Lord, Son of David, 
please help me! My little girl has an evil spirit and is in 
terrible suffering.”

At first Jesus said nothing but she kept pleading with him, 
asking for help. The disciples came to him and said, “Tell her 
to go away; she won’t stop crying out to us.”

Jesus said to her, “I have been sent to the Jewish people, 
those who are lost.” The woman then fell on her knees and 
said, “Lord, please help me!”

Jesus replied, “The children in a family must be fed first. It 
wouldn’t be right to give their food to the dogs.” (The woman 
knew that Jewish people called those from her area ‘dogs’, and 
so Jesus used that word.)

The woman said, “I know, Lord. But the dogs get something, 
even if it’s only the scraps left over.”

Jesus told her, “You have great faith to say that, and I will do 
as you ask. Go home to your daughter, the evil spirit has left.” 
And when the woman went back to her house she found her 
daughter lying quietly on her bed and the evil spirit gone.
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A man is healed (4.47)
From there Jesus went to the Decapolis area, the north-
eastern part of Israel. At one place some people brought a 
man who was deaf and could hardly speak, and they pleaded 
with Jesus to place his hand on him and heal him.

A crowd had gathered, and Jesus took him by the arm and 
led him a short distance away. First he put his fingers in the 
man’s ears, and spat on them and touched his tongue. Then 
he looked towards heaven and with deep feeling he cried 
out, “Ears, be opened!” And with those words, the man 
could hear and was speaking clearly.

The people could hardly believe what Jesus had done, and he 
told them very firmly not to tell others. But the more he said 
this the more they were talking about it and saying, “He does 
wonderful things! He made someone who couldn’t hear or 
speak a word, able to hear again and speak!”

Another crowd is fed (4.48)
Jesus then came to the Sea of Galilee, on the opposite side 
to Capernaum. There was a hill close by, and he and his 
disciples went a little way up and sat down together.

But it wasn’t long before people heard that Jesus was there, 
and a crowd began coming to him. They were bringing those 
who were crippled or paralysed, and others who were blind 
or couldn’t speak or had other kinds of sicknesses. And when 
they were brought to Jesus and placed at his feet he healed 
them all. Everyone was amazed when they saw these things, 
and they were giving thanks to the God of Israel. (Some there 
were from other places.)

But the crowd didn’t want to leave, and they stayed there the 
next day and the day after that. Jesus said to his disciples, 
“I am concerned about these people; they’ve been here for 
three days and have no more food. Some of them have come 



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

88

a long distance, and if I send them away hungry they might 
faint on the journey home.”

The disciples replied, “Where could we get enough bread for 
this huge crowd? There is nothing here.”

Jesus said, “How much do you have?” They said, “Seven 
loaves and a few small fish.”

Jesus asked for everyone to sit down, and he took the bread 
and the fish in his hands and gave thanks to God. Then he 
broke them into pieces and gave them to the disciples to 
give out to the people. And just as before he was doing this 
until everyone had as much as they wanted. After they had 
finished, the disciples went round gathering up what was left 
over and it filled seven large baskets.

Again the crowd was very large; about four thousand men 
were there, along with all the women and children. Jesus 
told the people the time had now come to leave, and they 
began setting out on the journey home.

A request is refused (4.49)
Jesus and the disciples then got into a boat and sailed across 
the lake near to the town of Magadan. As soon as he was 
there a crowd gathered round, and religious leaders came up 
to him and were questioning him about his teaching. Then 
they said, “Do a miracle; show us that what you say comes 
from God.”

Jesus said to them, “If the sky is red in the evening you say, 
‘Tomorrow will be fine.’ If there is a red sky and clouds in the 
morning you say, ‘A storm is coming’. When there are clouds 
in the west you know it will rain, and when the wind is from 
the south it will be hot. You hypocrites, you can tell all this 
just by looking at the sky. Why can’t you tell what God is 
doing, right at this very time?”
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Then Jesus sighed deeply and said, “People today are full 
of sin and break God’s laws of marriage, yet they want me 
to prove that my words are from God! I tell you, the only 
miracle you will see will be the same as the one given to 
Jonah.” (The Bible tells how Jonah was in a ship caught in a 
violent storm, and it was in danger of sinking. Jonah had told 
the sailors he had disobeyed God by not going to where he 
had been sent to preach. The sailors prayed to their gods but 
the storm became worse. Jonah then asked them to throw him 
overboard because of what he had done, and the sea became 
calm. But God caused a large fish, possibly a whale, to swallow 
him, and he was inside its stomach for three days. God then 
brought him out of the fish and on to land.24 Jesus was saying 
that after his death, God would bring him out of the grave on 
the third day.)

A warning to the disciples (4.50)
Then Jesus and the disciples sailed across to Bethsaida, and 
when they reached the other side the disciples realised they 
had only one loaf of bread with them.

Jesus said to them, “Be careful of the ‘yeast’ of the religious 
leaders.” He knew they had listened to what the leaders had 
said to him.

They asked one another, “Was that because we don’t have 
enough bread?”

Jesus said, “Why do you keep talking about bread? Are your 
eyes shut so tightly that you cannot see? Are your ears so 
closed that you cannot hear? Are your hearts so hard that 
you do not understand? Don’t you remember when over 
five thousand people were fed from five loaves of bread? 
How much food was left over?” The disciples said, “Twelve 
basketfuls.” “And when over four thousand were fed from 
seven loaves, how much food was left over?” They said, 
“Seven basketfuls.”
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And he said, “Your faith, your trust in me, is so small. You 
saw all that and still you don’t know that my teaching is from 
God? I tell you again: be careful of the ‘yeast’ of the religious 
leaders.” The disciples then understood that Jesus was telling 
them to be careful of their teaching. (When yeast was added 
to flour it could not be seen but it changed the flour for bread 
to be made. And the wrong teaching of the religious leaders was 
not seen, but it changed what God wanted the people to hear.)

When they came into the town, some people brought a blind 
man to Jesus and they were pleading with him to put his 
hand on him and heal him. He took the man by the hand 
and led him a short distance away, outside the town.

Jesus put some spit on his finger and touched the man’s eyes 
and asked if he could see anything. He said, “Yes, I can see 
people but they aren’t clear; they’re like trees walking.” Jesus 
touched his eyes again, and this time he could see every-
thing clearly. Then he said to the man, “Don’t go back into 
the town; go to your home.”

And from there Jesus and the disciples sailed over to 
Capernaum.
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Jesus’ Third Year 

Jesus’ brothers don’t believe in him (5.1)
While Jesus was in Capernaum, it was the time of the year 
when another celebration was held. His brothers said to him, 
“Don’t stay in Galilee, show your followers in Jerusalem and 
Judea what you can do. Someone who wants to be important 
doesn’t hide away. You’ve been doing all these miracles here; 
tell the world what you can do.” Even his own brothers didn’t 
believe in him.

Jesus replied, “It’s not the right time for me to go; it’s different 
for you. And people don’t hate you; they hate me because I 
tell them that what they do is evil. You go now; I’ll go when 
it is right.”

A short time later, Jesus and his disciples left for the celebra-
tion, but they went by themselves.

The people ask questions (5.2)
The religious leaders were watching to see if Jesus had come 
and they were asking one another where he was. Many in the 
crowds were talking quietly about him. Some were saying 
he was a good man; others said he was deceiving people by 
what he taught. But no-one spoke openly because they were 
afraid of the leaders.

The celebrations were halfway through when Jesus came into 
the city. He went to the temple and a crowd quickly gathered 
round him, and he began to teach.
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Some of the leaders were listening and they were amazed 
at his words. They said to one another, “How does he know 
these things? He’s never had any religious training.”

Jesus knew what they were saying and said to them, “My 
teaching is not from myself; it comes from the One who 
sent me. Anyone who chooses to obey God will know 
whether my teaching comes from God or is just from myself. 
Someone who speaks for themselves wants others to see how 
important they are. But when a person wants the one who 
sent him to have all the praise, he is a man of truth; there 
will be nothing false in him. And you know what God has 
already said, you have the laws given through Moses.1 But 
you don’t obey them; instead, you want to kill me.”

People in the crowd called out, “You’ve got an evil spirit in 
you. You’re out of your mind! Who wants to kill you?”

Jesus said to the leaders, “When I was here last time I did 
one miracle; I healed a crippled man. And because it was a 
Sabbath day you are against me. But you follow the law given 
through Moses; you circumcise a baby boy on the Sabbath 
day if it’s eight days after he was born.2 And circumcision 
didn’t begin with Moses; it began long before that with 
Abraham and was followed by those after him.3 So if that is 
done for a tiny baby on the Sabbath day to obey God’s law, 
why are you against me for healing a man’s whole body on 
that day? Don’t judge me just by what you see, judge by what 
is true.”

Jesus was now surrounded by people, and some were saying, 
“Isn’t this the man our leaders want to get rid of? And here 
he is, speaking like this, and they aren’t doing anything. Are 
they are now saying that he is the Messiah? But how could 
he be? We know who he is and where he comes from. When 
the Messiah comes, no-one will know where he is from.” 
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(People believed that the Messiah would quickly show himself 
as a powerful leader and defeat Israel’s enemies.)

Jesus cried out, “So you know me and you know where I am 
from! I tell you, I haven’t come of my own accord; I was sent 
by God himself, the one true God. You do not know him, but 
I know him because I came from him and was sent by him.”

When Jesus said those words, some of the crowd wanted to 
take hold of him and kill him, but the time for this had not 
yet come.

Others there were beginning to believe in him and saying 
quietly, “He must be the Messiah; no-one else could do the 
miracles he is doing.” 

When the religious leaders heard this they decided that 
something would have to be done. They went to the temple 
guards and told them to arrest him when the time was right.

Jesus said to the people, “I will be with you for a little longer, 
and then I will go back to the One who sent me. You will look 
for me but you will not find me; you cannot come where I 
am going.”

They said to one another, “What does he mean by this? And 
where will he go, that we won’t find him? Will he go to other 
countries where there are Jewish people?” And they kept 
talking about what Jesus had said.

Some different reactions (5.3)
Then it came to the last day of the celebrations, the most 
important day of all, and the temple was crowded with 
people. During the ceremony the High Priest was pouring 
water, and Jesus stood up and called out, “Anyone who is 
thirsty for God, come to me and drink! Just as is written, 
whoever believes in me, rivers of living water will flow from 
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within them.”4 As before, Jesus was speaking about God’s 
Spirit; after he had gone back to heaven the Spirit would be 
given.

When the people heard these words some were saying, “This 
must be the prophet that God promised to send.” Others 
said, “He’s more than a prophet, he’s the Messiah.” But still 
others said, “He can’t be the Messiah, he comes from Galilee. 
It is written that the Messiah will come from David’s line, 
and be born in Bethlehem, where David lived.”5 (They didn’t 
know that these things were true of Jesus.) Then an argument 
began and again some wanted to take hold of him and kill 
him.

The temple guards saw what was happening but did nothing. 
The leaders said to them, “Where is he? Why didn’t you 
arrest him?”

The guards said, “He’s no ordinary man. No-one ever said 
the things that he says.”

The leaders were angry and said, “So he’s fooled you, too, has 
he? Is there one person of importance or one religious leader 
who believes in him? No! As for that crowd who think he’s 
the Messiah, they know nothing of God’s laws; they’re under 
a curse for saying that.”

One of those there was Nicodemus, the man who had talked 
with Jesus some time before. He said, “We must be careful. 
Our law says not to judge a man before listening to him to 
find out what he is doing.”

The others replied, “So you’re the same as these Galileans, 
are you? Have a look at what is written; no prophet ever 
came from there.”

When the celebrations were over the people left to go back 
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to their homes. And Jesus went to the Mount of Olives, a 
small hill outside the city. (He went there to be alone and to 
pray.)

A woman is brought to Jesus (5.4)
Early the next day Jesus went back to the temple and again 
people gathered round, and he sat down to teach.

Then some of the religious leaders came bringing a woman 
with them. They made her stand in front of everyone and 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was found with a man 
who is not her husband. The law God gave through Moses 
says that someone who sins like this must be put to death by 
stoning.6 What do you say?” (Large rocks and stones were to 
be thrown at the person until they died. The law applied both 
to the man and to the woman who had sinned in this way.)

The leaders didn’t care about what the woman had done; 
they only wanted to hear Jesus’ answer and use it against 
him. He said nothing and bent down and began writing 
on the ground with his finger. But they kept asking for an 
answer and so he stood up and said, “Any of you who has 
never sinned can be the first to throw a stone at her.” Then 
he bent down and wrote on the ground again.

When Jesus said that, the leaders said nothing. Then one by 
one they walked away, the older ones first and the others 
following, and the woman was left standing in front of Jesus. 
He stood up and said to her, “Where are those who brought 
you here? Isn’t anyone going to condemn you?”

The woman said, “No-one, Teacher.”

Jesus said, “Then neither do I. Go now, and leave your life of 
sin.” (The account of the woman being brought to Jesus is not 
present in the earliest records of his life.)
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Jesus speaks about his Father (5.5)
After this Jesus was teaching and he said to the people, “I am 
the light of the world. Those who follow me will never be in 
darkness; they will have the light of God for their life.” 

Again religious leaders were there and they said, “You say 
these things about yourself, but no-one speaks for you; your 
words count for nothing.”

Jesus said to them, “Even if I speak for myself, what I say is 
true because I know where I have come from and where I am 
going. But you know nothing about me, where I am from or 
where I am going. You judge me by your standards; I do not 
pass judgement now on anyone. But if I did, my judgement 
would be right because I do nothing by myself; the Father, 
who sent me, stands with me. The law God gave says that 
when two people agree, their evidence can be accepted.7 I 
speak for myself, and the Father who sent me speaks for me.”

The people said, “Where is this father you keep talking 
about?”

Jesus replied, “You do not know me, and you do not know my 
Father. If you truly knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
He was saying these things outside the temple, at the place 
where everyone came to give their offering. But again no-one 
did anything because the time for this had not yet come.

Then as before Jesus said, “I will leave you, and you will not 
know where I have gone. You will die with your sins not 
forgiven; you cannot come where I am going.”

The people said to one another, “Is he going to kill himself? 
Is that why he says we can’t come where he is going?”

Jesus went on to say, “You are from this world; I am from 
heaven, the world above. You are part of this world, but I am 
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not. I tell you again: you will die with your sins not forgiven. 
If you do not believe I am the one who came from God, you 
will certainly die with your sins not forgiven.”

They called out, “Just tell us who you are!”

Jesus replied, “I have told you from the very beginning, and 
there is much I could say about you. The One who sent me 
can be trusted to speak only what is true; and what I have 
heard from him I say to all.”

The people didn’t understand that Jesus was speaking about 
his Father. And so he said, “When you have put the Son of 
Man on a cross, then you will know that I am from God. 
(Jesus would come back to life.) You will know that I did 
nothing of my own accord but said only what the Father told 
me to say. My Father is always with me; he has not left me on 
my own, for I always do what pleases him.”

Jesus speaks about himself (5.6)
When Jesus said these things, many there were beginning to 
believe in him, and he said, “If you take hold of my teaching 
you will truly follow me. You will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”

But others said, “What do you mean? We come from 
Abraham; we know that God spoke to him. And we’ve never 
been slaves, so why do you say we can be free?”

He said, “I tell you this: everyone who continues to sin is a 
slave to sin; they cannot escape from their sin. A slave in a 
household has no permanent place in the family. But a son 
has a place there forever; he is greater than the slave. (In 
those days some households had slaves.) So if the Son of God 
sets you free from being a slave of sin, you will be truly free. 
And I know that you come from Abraham. I also know that 
you want to kill me; you have no room in your heart for my 
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word, the message I speak. I tell you what I have seen and 
heard when I was with my Father, and you are doing what 
you have heard from your father.”

They said, “What are you saying? Abraham is our father; we 
come from him.”

Jesus said, “If you were true children of Abraham, you would 
do what Abraham did; he loved God and obeyed him. Instead, 
you want to kill me, the one who speaks words of truth I have 
heard from God. Abraham would never have done what you 
want to do. You are doing what your real father does.”

The people said, “Now what do you mean? We’re not like 
those who don’t know their father. We have God; he is our 
Father.”

Jesus replied, “If God was truly your Father you would 
love me, because I came from him and am here with you. 
I haven’t come of my own accord; God has sent me. Why is 
it that you don’t understand? It is because your hearts are 
closed to God; you cannot take in what I say. You belong to 
your father, Satan, and want to carry out his desires. From 
the very beginning he was a murderer and against the truth; 
there is nothing of truth in him.8 He only ever speaks lies; 
that’s his natural language. He is a complete liar, and all lies 
come from him. I tell you what is true, and you don’t believe 
me! Can any of you show me one sin I have committed? So 
if I am speaking the truth, why don’t you believe what I say? 
Those who belong to God will hear what he says. And the 
reason you do not hear is because you do not belong to him.”

The crowd called out, “You’re not one of us! You’re a 
Samaritan and there’s an evil spirit in you!”

Jesus said, “There is no evil spirit in me. I want my Father to 
be given honour, but you want to dishonour me. I am not 
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looking for glory for myself; it is my Father who wants this for 
me, and he is the judge of all I do. I tell you this: anyone who 
obeys my words of truth will never die; they will live forever.”

The people shouted at him, “Now we know you have an evil 
spirit! Abraham died and so did the prophets, and you say 
that anyone who obeys your words will never die. Are you 
saying you are greater than Abraham? When his time on 
earth came to an end he died and so did the prophets. Who 
do you think you are?”

Jesus replied, “If I wanted glory for myself, that would 
mean nothing. But it is my Father, whom you say is your 
God, who wants glory for me. You do not know him, but 
I do. If I said I didn’t know him, I would be telling the 
greatest of lies, just like the lie you are telling when you 
say that you know him. But I do know him, and I obey his 
every word. Your father Abraham was full of joy knowing 
that one day I would come into the world; he knew that day 
would come and was glad.”

Then they said, “Are you saying that you’ve seen Abraham? 
You’re not even fifty years old!”

Jesus replied, “In all truth I tell you, I lived before Abraham 
was born. I am the living one!”

When Jesus said that, the crowd began picking up stones to 
kill him. But he moved away from them and left the temple.

A blind man sees (5.7)
One day when Jesus was with his disciples, they came to 
where a blind man was sitting, asking people for money. The 
disciples knew he had been blind from birth and they asked, 
“Teacher, why was he born like that? Did his parents sin, or 
was it the man himself who sinned?”
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Jesus replied, “It was neither of those things; it was so the 
work of God would be seen in him. And we must do God’s 
work while we can, before darkness comes. (Jesus was 
speaking of his death.) While I am in the world I am God’s 
light, doing his work in the world.”

Jesus went over to the man, bent down and spat on the 
ground, made some mud and put it on his eyelids. Then he 
said, “Go to the Pool of Siloam and wash this off.” (This was 
a nearby rock-pool.) The man went to the pool and when he 
washed the mud off, he could see.

Then he went home, and his neighbours and others who 
knew him were amazed. They said, “Isn’t this the blind man 
who sat and asked for money?” Some of them said, “Yes, 
that’s him!” Others said, “It can’t be; it’s someone like him.” 
The man said, “No, it’s me.”

They said to him, “How is it that you can see? What 
happened?”

He said, “The man called Jesus made some mud and put it 
on my eyes. Then he told me to go to the Pool of Siloam and 
wash it off. I did what he said, and I could see.”

They asked him, “Where is he now?” He replied, “I don’t 
know.”

The people decided to take the man to the religious leaders 
and show them what had happened. But Jesus had done 
this on a Sabbath day, and they were angry. They asked 
him, “And what did he do, to make you able to see?” He 
said, “He put mud on my eyes, I washed it off and I could 
see.”

The leaders talked together and some of them said, “He can’t 
be from God; he doesn’t keep the Sabbath laws.” Others said, 



Jesus’ Third Year

101

“If he’s a sinner, how could he do a miracle like that?” And 
they were arguing about it among themselves.

Then they said to the man, “You’re the one who was blind. 
What do you say about him?” He said, “He is a prophet of 
God.”

But they wouldn’t believe what the man had said so they sent 
for his parents. They said to them, “Is this your son who was 
supposed to have been born blind? How is it that he can see?”

They answered, “He is our son and he was born blind. But 
what happened to make him see, or who did it, we do not 
know. Why don’t you ask him? He’s old enough to speak for 
himself.” They didn’t want to say anything because they were 
afraid of the religious leaders. They knew that anyone who 
said Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of the temple.

The leaders then called the man back and told him, “Give 
praise to God, but say what is true; we know this man is a 
sinner.” He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t 
know. What I do know is, I used to be blind and now I can 
see!”

But they kept asking him about it and said, “Tell us again 
what he did. How did he make you able to see?” The man 
said, “I’ve already told you and you didn’t believe me. Why 
do you want to hear it again? If you want to know more, you 
could follow him, too.”

They began shouting insults at him and said, “Someone like 
you can follow him! We follow Moses; God gave his laws 
through him. But as for this man, we don’t even know where 
he comes from.”

He replied, “Now that is amazing! You don’t know anything 
about him, and yet he made me see. God doesn’t listen to 
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sinners, but he hears the prayers of those who love and obey 
him. No-one has ever heard of someone making a man born 
blind able to see. He couldn’t have done this if God wasn’t 
with him.”

They said to him, “You were a sinner from the day you were 
born. Don’t you try to teach us!” And they threw him out of 
the temple.

Jesus heard what they had done, and he found him there 
outside the temple.  He said to him, and said, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man, who came from God?”

He said, “Who is he? Tell me, so I can believe.”

Jesus said, “You have seen him; he is speaking to you now.”

The man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he knelt and worshiped 
him.

Jesus the good shepherd (5.8)
People then gathered round Jesus and he said, “I came into 
the world for people to find what is true, so those who are 
blind to God will see. Those who say they can see, that they 
know God when they don’t, will now be even more blind to 
him.”

Some of the religious leaders were there and they said, “What 
do you mean? Are you saying that we are blind?”

He replied, “If you knew nothing of God and so were blind 
to him, you wouldn’t be guilty of sin. But because you say 
you can see when you don’t, you are guilty in God’s eyes and 
always will be.”

Jesus then spoke of himself as a shepherd of those who 
followed him, and he said to the leaders, “When sheep 



Jesus’ Third Year

103

are inside their shelter and someone climbs over the wall, 
that person wants to steal the sheep. But the shepherd goes 
through the gate; the man at the gate opens it for him, and 
the sheep hear his voice. He calls each of them by name and 
leads them out through the gate. (In those days a shepherd 
looked after a small number of sheep.) And when he has 
brought them all out he goes ahead of them; they know his 
voice and they follow him. They will never follow a stranger; 
they run away from him because they don’t know his voice.”

But they didn’t understand and so he said, “I am also the 
gate for the sheep; everyone who comes to God will come 
through me. Those who have said something different only 
wanted to steal the sheep, and the sheep wouldn’t listen to 
them. I am the gate for the sheep; all who come to God 
through me will be saved. My sheep will be safe and cared 
for, and have everything they need. The one who takes the 
sheep comes to steal and destroy and kill them. But I have 
come to give them life, life that is complete and satisfies.”

Then Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd 
gives his life for the sheep. A man who is paid to look after 
the sheep never looks after them like the shepherd does; 
when wild dogs attack them he runs away and leaves them, 
and they are killed or scattered. They are not his sheep and 
he doesn’t care about them. But I am the good shepherd; I 
know my sheep and they know me, just as the Father knows 
me and I know him. I give my life for my sheep.

And I have other sheep that are not in this flock; I must 
bring them in to the shelter as well. They, too, will listen to 
my voice, and there will be one flock with one shepherd over 
them. My Father loves me because I am giving my life for 
my sheep; and then I will take it back again. No-one can take 
my life from me; I am giving it up of my own accord. I have 
authority both to give up my life and to take it back again; 
my Father has spoken this word of command to me.”
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When Jesus said these things, the people began arguing 
amongst themselves. Some were saying, “He’s completely 
mad; there’s an evil spirit in him. Why listen to him?” But 
others said, “A man with an evil spirit doesn’t speak like this. 
And how could someone like that make a blind man see?”

More opposition (5.9)
A short time later, when it was winter, there was another 
religious celebration, and Jesus went to the temple. He was 
walking through the outside area, and people gathered 
round him and said, “If you are the Messiah, say so. Why do 
you keep it from us?”

Jesus said, “I have told you, but you don’t believe me. All the 
miracles you’ve seen were done in my Father’s Name; they 
tell you who I am. And you don’t believe in me because you 
don’t belong to me; you are not my sheep. My sheep know 
my voice and hear what I say; I know them and they follow 
me. I give them life forever and they will never be lost from 
me; no-one can take them from me. My Father has given 
them to me, and he is greater than all; no-one could take 
them from him. The Father and I are one.”

Again the people began picking up stones to kill him. Jesus 
said to them, “You have seen me do many miracles, and they 
have come from my Father. For which one do you want to 
kill me?”

They replied, “It has nothing to do with the miracles you’ve 
done. You’re insulting God’s holy Name. You’re only a man, 
and you are saying that you are God.”

Jesus said to them, “You know these words that are written, 
that God has said: ‘I have called you gods’.9 (When God made 
the first man and woman, their natures were like that of God; 
he made them in his image, or likeness.10) Now what is written 
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cannot be put aside. And if God said that about the people 
who were given his laws, what do you say about the one 
whom God set apart as his very own and sent into the world? 
How can I be insulting God’s Name by saying that I am his 
Son? If I hadn’t done the miracles the Father has given me, 
I wouldn’t ask you to believe in me. But I have done them, 
and if you don’t believe because of what I say, then believe 
because of what I do, so you will know and understand that 
the Father is in me and I am in him.”

Again the people wanted to take hold of Jesus to kill him, but 
he moved away from them and left the temple.

When the religious celebrations had finished, Jesus and the 
disciples returned to Capernaum.

An important question (5.10)
After this, Jesus and the disciples along with other followers 
left Capernaum to go to the northern part of Galilee and the 
villages round the town of Caesarea Philippi. One day when 
Jesus had been praying on his own, he said to the disciples, 
“What are people saying about me? Who do they say I am?”

They replied, “Some say that you are John, come back to life. 
Others are saying that you are Elijah, or Jeremiah or one of 
the other prophets come back.”

Then he asked them, “But what about you? Who do you say 
I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”

Jesus said to him, “God has been good to you, Peter. No 
human being told you that; it was shown to you by my Father 
in heaven. Your name is Simon, but I have called you Peter, 
‘a rock’. And on the foundation rock of who I am, I will build 
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my church, and not all the power of Satan will destroy my 
church.”

Then he said to the disciples, “I am giving you the keys 
that open the door of God’s kingdom for people to come 
in. Whatever you speak against, that is against me, will be 
agreed with in heaven; whatever you speak for, that is for 
me, will be agreed with in heaven.” And he told them not to 
tell people that he was the Messiah. (They would do this after 
he had gone back to heaven.)

Following Jesus (5.11)
From that time on, Jesus began telling the disciples what was 
going to happen to him. One day he said, “I will make one 
more journey to Jerusalem and go through great suffering 
there. The religious leaders and teachers will have me 
arrested and put to death, but on the third day I will come 
back to life.” He wanted the disciples to know this and spoke 
directly to them. 

Peter didn’t like hearing what Jesus said, and he took him 
aside and said, “No, Lord, that can’t be! It will never happen 
to you!” (Again, people believed that the Messiah would defeat 
Israel’s enemies, and Peter could not accept that he would die.)

Jesus quickly turned towards the others and said to him, 
“Get behind me, Satan, I will not listen to you! You stand 
in the way of what I must do. You are not thinking of God’s 
desires, only of human desires.”

He then called everyone there to gather round and said, 
“Anyone who wants to follow me must put aside their own 
desires, and each day must accept the trouble and opposition 
that will come, and follow me. Those who hold on to their 
life will lose it. But those who give up their life for me and 
for others to hear about me, will keep their life forever. What 
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is to be gained by having everything in the world if your 
soul, your very self, is lost from God? What could anyone 
give to get back their soul?” 

After that Jesus said, “One day I will come with the angels in 
all of my glory, and with the Father’s glory as well. And when 
I come, those who have sinned against God and broken his 
laws of marriage, the people of today and the generations 
to come who have wanted nothing to do with me and my 
words, will find that I will have nothing to do with them. But 
those who belong to me will be given their reward, according 
to how they have lived for me. I tell you, there are some here 
now, those who truly follow me, who will see that day, when 
the Son of Man comes in power.”

A mountain journey (5.12)
Jesus then continued on his journey and six days later he 
came to a mountain. He took three of the disciples, Peter, 
James and John, up the mountain with him and when 
he reached where he wanted to be, he began to pray. The 
disciples were tired and lay down to rest.

While Jesus was praying his appearance changed; his face 
was shining with the brightness of the sun and his clothes 
were a dazzling white. The disciples had almost fallen asleep, 
but were now awake when they saw Jesus in all his glory.

Then two men with the same dazzling brightness appeared; 
they were Moses and Elijah, important men in the past. They 
were talking with Jesus about his leaving the world after going 
to Jerusalem and completing what he had been given to do.

The three disciples were frightened by what they were 
seeing. Then Moses and Elijah were about to leave, and Peter 
quickly said, “Lord, it is good for us all to be here. If you like, 
we’ll make a shelter for each of you so you can stay.” He was 
confused and hardly knew what he was saying.
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Just as he said this, a bright cloud came overhead and covered 
the disciples, and they were even more frightened. Then 
there was a voice from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom I 
love; he pleases me in every way. Listen to him!”

The men were terrified and fell face down on the ground. 
Then there was silence. Jesus came over to them and put his 
hand on them and said, “Get up now; don’t be frightened.” 
Slowly they raised their heads and looked round, and he was 
the only one there.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus told the three 
disciples not to tell anyone what they had seen until after he 
had come back to life. They told no-one but wondered what 
he meant about coming back to life, and at times they talked 
about it together.

Then they asked him, “Why do the religious teachers say 
that Elijah will come before the Messiah?”11

Jesus replied, “It is true; Elijah will come, and he will bring 
back the ways that Israel worshiped God in the past. But I 
tell you, someone like Elijah has already come, and those in 
authority were against him and did what they wanted to him. 
And the Son of Man, too, will go through great suffering, just 
as is written.”12 The disciples realised that Jesus was speaking 
about John, who had been put to death by Herod. But they 
did not understand what he was saying about himself.

An evil spirit expelled (5.13)
The next day they came down from the mountain, and when 
the people saw Jesus they ran to him. The other disciples 
were arguing with some of the religious teachers, and he 
asked them what it was about and everyone gathered round. 

Just then a man in the crowd came and fell on his knees in 
front of Jesus and cried out, “Lord, please help me. My son, 



Jesus’ Third Year

109

my only child, has an evil spirit in him. It’s made him so he 
can’t talk and has fits, and he is in terrible suffering. Whenever 
it attacks him, he screams out, shakes all over and is thrown 
to the ground. Then he froths at the mouth, grinds his teeth 
and becomes stiff. The evil spirit often makes him fall into 
fire or water, trying to kill him. It hardly ever leaves him and 
it’s destroying him. I brought my son to your disciples and 
pleaded with them to drive it out, but they couldn’t.”

Jesus thought of all the miracles he had done and he said, 
“People of Israel, you refuse to believe what God is doing, 
and are determined to go your own way. How much longer 
will I be with you? How much longer will I endure this?” 
Then he said to the man, “Bring your son to me.”

As they were bringing him, the evil spirit knew Jesus was 
there and it attacked the boy. He fell to the ground and was 
rolling around and frothing at the mouth. Jesus asked the 
father how long he had been like this. He said, “Ever since 
he was very young. If you can do anything, please help us.”

Jesus said, “You say, ‘If you can.’ Everything is possible for 
someone who believes.” The man cried out, “Lord, I do 
believe; help me overcome my unbelief !”

Jesus saw that people were running to see what was 
happening. He then said, “You evil spirit that will not hear 
or speak, I order you, leave this boy and never come back!” 
And immediately the evil spirit screamed out, shook the boy 
all over and came out of him. He was so still as he lay there 
that many in the crowd thought he was dead. But Jesus took 
him by the hand, helped him to his feet and handed him 
back to his father. The people were amazed by the power of 
God, and kept talking about the wonderful things Jesus had 
done.
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Later when Jesus was at someone’s house, the disciples asked 
him, “Why couldn’t we expel that evil spirit?”

He answered, “Because you have so little faith. I tell you, 
even if your faith is as small as a tiny seed you can ask for 
something that seems as impossible as telling that mountain 
to move, and it will be done. With faith in God, nothing will 
be impossible for you. As for expelling the evil spirit, that 
kind only comes out through prayer.”

From there Jesus went through Galilee, but he kept away from 
the crowds because he was teaching the disciples. Again he 
said, “Listen carefully to what I am saying. Someone is going 
to turn against me, and I will be handed over to men of this 
world and they will put me to death. But on the third day, I 
will come back to life.”

The disciples were worried when they heard these words 
of Jesus, and couldn’t understand why he would say this. 
They didn’t know what it meant, and were afraid to ask him 
anything.

Paying taxes (5.14)
When Jesus came back to Capernaum, it was the time for 
people to pay the yearly temple tax. Peter was on his way to 
Jesus’ house, and the men who collected it went up to him 
and said, “Isn’t your teacher going to pay the tax?” Peter said, 
“Of course he is.”

When he came there, Jesus spoke first and said, “Peter, I 
will ask you something. When a king collects taxes, do his 
children pay anything or is it other people?” Peter said, “The 
children don’t pay.”

Jesus said, “That’s right, and we have God as our Father. But 
we don’t want to cause offence so we will pay the tax. Go 
down to the lake and throw out your line and the first fish 
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you catch will have a silver coin in its mouth. Take it to those 
who collect the tax, and that will pay for both of us.”

Living God’s way (5.15)
Another day, the disciples were on the way to Jesus’ house 
and they were arguing about which of them would be more 
important in God’s kingdom. (They were expecting the 
kingdom to come soon, when Jesus would rule.) They came 
to the house and asked him, “Who is most important in the 
kingdom of God?”

Jesus knew why they asked him this and said, “What were 
you arguing about on the way here?” They felt foolish and 
didn’t want to answer. He told them to sit round him and 
said, “Those who want to be first must put themselves last, 
and be a servant to all.”

He called to a small child nearby, and with the child standing 
beside him he said, “I tell you this: unless a person changes 
within and comes to God like a little child, they will never 
come into his kingdom. And those who see themselves as 
having little importance, as being like this child that is here, 
are the greatest in the kingdom of God.”

Jesus then put his arms round the child and said, “When 
someone opens their heart to a child like this for my sake, 
they open their heart to me; and when they open their heart 
to me, they open their heart to my Father who sent me. 
Never look down on one of these little children. I tell you, 
they have angels watching over them that are always in the 
presence of my Father in heaven.”

After that he said, “What do you think about this? If a man 
has a hundred sheep and one of them goes off on its own, 
what does he do? He leaves the ninety-nine where they are 
and goes looking until he finds the one that has wandered 
away. I tell you, he is more pleased about finding that one 
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sheep than he is about having ninety-nine others that didn’t 
wander away. And in the same way, your Father in heaven 
doesn’t want any of these little children to be lost from him.”

And then Jesus said, “But if someone causes a child who 
believes in me to turn away from me, that person has done 
a terrible thing. It would be better if they had been thrown 
into the sea with a rock tied to them before they had done it, 
so they don’t receive the punishment from God that would 
come. There are many things in this world that cause people 
to sin, but it will be bad for the ones who cause those things; 
they will certainly be punished.

And again I say, if there is anything in someone’s life 
causing them to do wrong they should get rid of it, no matter 
what they have to go through or how hard that might be. It 
is far better to do that than to be thrown into the fire of hell 
that burns forever, and where they will be forever. All are 
purified by fire.”

More teaching (5.16)
After that Jesus was teaching the disciples and he said, “Salt 
keeps meat fresh and good to eat, but if the salt loses its 
saltiness, it is no longer of use and has to be thrown away. 
And you must live in peace with one another, otherwise you 
will be of no use to me.

If another follower does wrong to you, go and speak to 
them on their own, just between the two of you. If they listen 
and accept what you say, you will have put things right. If 
they refuse to listen, take one or two others with you, those 
who understand what has been done. But if the person still 
will not listen, take the matter to the church, a meeting 
of God’s people. And if they refuse to listen to what these 
people say, they will have to be seen as someone who doesn’t 
believe in God or who deliberately breaks his laws. As I have 
said, whatever you speak against, that is against me, will be 
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agreed with in heaven; whatever you speak for, that is for 
me, will be agreed with in heaven.”

And then Jesus said, “When two of you agree together to 
ask me for anything, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. Whenever my followers are meeting in my Name, 
even if it is only two or three, I am there with them.”

One of the disciples, John, said, “Teacher, we saw a man 
expelling evil spirits using your Name, but he wasn’t one of 
us so we told him to stop.”

He said, “Don’t stop him; someone doing miracles in my 
Name, cannot immediately speak against me. Those who are 
not against us are for us. Again I tell you, anyone who helps 
you because you belong to me will be rewarded, even if they 
give you just a drink of water.”

Then Peter asked, “Lord, if another follower keeps doing 
wrong to me, how many times do I have to forgive them? Up 
to seven times and then no more?”

Jesus replied, “Not just seven times, but seventy-seven times 
and more.”

And then he said, “The kingdom of God is like this. A king 
had allowed his servants to use his money, and one day he 
ordered them to pay him what they owed. One by one they 
came, and then a man who owed a huge sum of money was 
brought in. The amount he owed was so large that he had no 
hope of paying it back, and the king ordered that the man 
and his wife and children, along with everything he owned, 
be sold to go towards paying off the debt. He then fell on 
his knees and began pleading with the king and said, ‘Please 
give me more time, I’ll pay you back everything I owe.’ The 
king knew he would never be able to do it but he took pity 
on him, cancelled his huge debt and said he could go free.
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The man had only just left the king when he met another 
servant, someone who owed him a small amount of money. 
He immediately grabbed hold of him and demanded he 
pay it back at once. The other man tried to explain that he 
couldn’t give him the money straight away and pleaded for 
time to pay. But he took no notice of his pleas and had him 
put in jail, to stay there until what he owed was paid.

 When other servants saw what had happened they told 
the king, and he ordered the man to be brought before him. 
The king said, ‘You’ve done a terrible thing! You pleaded 
with me and I cancelled the huge debt you owed. But when 
someone owed you hardly anything you showed no kindness 
at all.’ And he ordered him to be thrown into jail and beaten, 
and to stay there until everything he owed was paid. The 
king spoke like this because the man who had been forgiven 
so much was himself unforgiving.”

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “And that is how my Father 
in heaven will be towards any of you if you do not forgive 
one another, and forgive them from the heart.”

The final journey begins (5.17)
The time was now getting closer for Jesus to go back to 
heaven. But first he had to go to Jerusalem, and he was deter-
mined to begin the journey that would take him there. So he 
now left Capernaum, and the disciples and other followers 
went with him.

They came towards one of the Samaritan villages, and Jesus sent 
some on ahead to find a place to stay. But when the people heard 
that he was going to Jerusalem, they didn’t want him there.

James and John were angry at this and said, “Lord, will we 
ask for fire to be sent down on them?” (The prophet Elijah 
had done this.13)
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But Jesus quickly turned to them and said it would be wrong, 
and they went on to another village.

A thankful man (5.18)
After that Jesus was going through the area between Galilee 
and Samaria, and as he went into another village a group of 
ten men came towards him. They kept some distance away 
and were calling out, “Jesus, Master, please help us! Jesus, 
Master, please help us!” They had leprosy and were not 
allowed to be near other people.

Jesus called back, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” 
They quickly left, and while they were on the way the leprosy 
went and they were healed.

One of the men, when he saw what had happened, came 
back. He was calling out and praising God, and he fell on his 
knees and thanked Jesus; this man was a Samaritan.

Jesus said to those with him, “There were ten who were 
healed. Where are the nine others? The only one who came 
back to give thanks to God is not a Jewish man.”

Then he said to him, “Stand up and go on your way; your 
faith in God has healed you.”

Following Jesus (5.19)
Another day Jesus was going along the road, and a man who 
taught God’s laws came up to him and said, “Teacher, I will 
follow you wherever you go.”

Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds have their 
nests, but the Son of Man does not have a home of his own. 
Those who follow me do not have an easy life.”

After that Jesus said to another man, “Follow me.” He replied, 
“Lord, I want to be with my father until he dies.”
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Jesus said to him, “Those who are dead to God can bury 
their dead. You have to tell people about the kingdom of 
God, and living for him.”

Another man said, “I want to follow you, Lord, but first let 
me go back and say good-bye to my family.”

Jesus said, “Those who turn back from doing God’s work 
cannot serve in his kingdom.”

Seventy-two are sent out (5.20)
After that Jesus called his followers together and he chose 
seventy- two of them to go in twos ahead of him to the towns 
and villages there. (By now they would have come to Judea.)

And as before Jesus said, “Go, and do this work for God! 
But remember, you will be like sheep surrounded by savage 
dogs. Don’t take money, a carry-bag or extra sandals; God 
will take care of your needs. Don’t stop to talk to people on 
the way; keep going to where you must go. And when you 
find somewhere to stay, a place where they are people of 
peace, as you go into the house say, ‘May peace from God be 
on this house.’ If they want his peace, it will rest on them; if 
they don’t, the peace you offer will return and rest on you. 
Stay there for the whole time; don’t move from house to 
house. And wherever you are welcomed, accept the food and 
drink you are given; you are working for God and it is yours 
to have. Heal those who are sick, expel evil spirits, and say 
to the people, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

But if you come to a town or village that doesn’t welcome 
you, go into the street and say to the people, ‘We wipe the dust 
of this place off our feet as a sign that we are not responsible 
for what happens to you. But be sure of this: the kingdom of 
God has come near.’ I tell you, the day of judgement will be 
more bearable for the evil city of Sodom, than it will be for 
towns and villages that do not listen to you.”
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And again he said, “Those who accept your words of truth, 
are accepting me; those who reject your words, are rejecting 
me. And if they reject me, they reject the One who sent me.”

Jesus then spoke about the towns where he had done many 
miracles, and the people had not repented and turned to 
God. He said, “It will be bad for you, Chorazin! And for 
you, Bethsaida! If the miracles you have seen had been done 
in Tyre and Sidon, towns that are not in Israel, the people 
would have turned to God and been deeply sorry for their 
sins. I tell you, the day of judgement will be more bearable 
for those people than it will be for you.

As for you Capernaum, you think you will go to heaven. 
No, you will go down to Hades, the place for those against 
God. If all the miracles I have done for you had been done 
in Sodom, the people would have been open to God and the 
city not have been destroyed. I tell you, the day of judgement 
will be more bearable for those people than it will be for 
you.”

Jesus’ followers then went to the places where he had sent 
them, doing the work they had been given to do.

The seventy-two come back (5.21)
When they came back to Jesus, there was great joy in their 
hearts as they told him what they had done. They said, “Lord, 
even the evil spirits obeyed us when we spoke your Name.”

Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall from heaven, like lightning 
falling from the sky.”14 (As before, Satan was expelled from 
heaven when he rebelled against God.)

Then he said, “I have given you authority over snakes and 
scorpions, to crush them under your feet, and to overcome 
all the power of Satan, your enemy; nothing will harm you 
or defeat you. But don’t just be glad that evil spirits obey 
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you. Be glad that your names have been written in heaven, 
as those who belong to God.”

Jesus himself was filled with joy through the Holy Spirit and he 
said, “I praise and thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. 
You haven’t shown your power and greatness to those who are 
proud and full of knowledge; ordinary people are seeing these 
things. Yes, Father, this is good and pleasing to you.”

And he told his followers, “The Father has placed everything 
into my hands. The Father alone truly knows the Son; and 
the Son alone truly knows the Father, along with those to 
whom he has revealed the Father, whom he has chosen.”

Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
carry a heavy load, and I will give you rest. Take hold of 
what I give you and learn from me, for I am gentle in spirit 
and humble in heart, and you will find peace and have rest 
within. Whatever you are given then won’t be as hard; it will 
be easier to do. The load won’t be as heavy; it will be lighter 
to bear.”

And again he said to the disciples, “God has been good to 
you, for you to see these things. I tell you, many prophets 
and kings longed to see what you are seeing and hear what 
you are hearing.”

A man who was kind (5.22)
After this Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, and 
a man who taught God’s laws stood up to ask a question; 
he wanted to test Jesus to see what he would say. The man 
asked, “Teacher, what do I have to do, to be given life forever 
with God?”

Jesus said to him, “What is written in the laws of God? What 
do you see there?”
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He replied, “It says: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 
with all your mind,’ and also: ‘Love others as you yourself 
would want to be loved.’”15

Jesus replied, “You have given the right answer. Do this, and 
you will be with God in the life to come.”

But the man wanted to show the people that he was doing 
these things, and he asked, “And who are the ‘others’ that I 
have to love?”

Jesus answered by telling a story: “A man was going down 
the road from Jerusalem to Jericho, and on the way he was 
attacked and robbed. He was beaten up, his money and 
clothes taken, and left lying by the side of the road barely 
alive. Soon after this, a priest came down the road. He saw 
the man lying there but he stayed on the other side and went 
past. Then a man who helped in the temple came along and 
saw him lying there. But he, too, stayed on the other side and 
continued on his journey. 

After that a Samaritan travelling down the road came to 
where the man was. He saw him lying there and felt sorry for 
him and went to him. He put oil and wine on his cuts and 
bruises, and bandaged them up. Then he helped him on to 
his donkey and walked along beside him. When he came to 
the next town he found a place to stay and looked after him. 
The following day he gave the man in charge some money 
and said, ‘Take care of him, and if it costs any more I’ll pay 
you when I come back.’”

Then Jesus said to the man who had asked the question, 
“Which of those who saw him on the side of the road obeyed 
God’s law about loving others?”

He said, “The one who was kind to him.”

Jesus said, “Yes, and that is how you must be to everyone.”
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Listening to Jesus (5.23)
As Jesus continued on his journey he came to the village of 
Bethany, and a woman whose name was Martha asked him 
to come to her house. She and her sister, Mary, lived there, 
and Martha began getting food ready for everyone. Jesus 
was teaching, and Mary sat at his feet listening to what he 
was saying.

As Martha prepared the food she saw the work that had to 
be done. She went to Jesus and said, “Lord, don’t you care 
that my sister has left me to do everything? Tell her to help 
me!”

Jesus said to her, “Martha, Martha, many things worry and 
upset you but only a few really matter, and right now one 
thing is important. Mary is listening to me, and it must not 
be taken from her.”

After a time, Jesus left Bethany and went on to other places.

About praying (5.24)
One day Jesus was praying on his own and when he had 
finished, one of his followers said, “Lord, teach us how to 
pray, just like John taught his followers to pray.”

Again Jesus said, “When you pray, say these words: 
Our Father, we honour and respect your Name. 
May your kingdom come. 
Give us what we need, enough for today. 
Forgive us for the wrong that we do. 
And we forgive those who do wrong to us.  
Help us when we are tempted to do wrong.”

After that Jesus spoke more about praying and said, 
“Supposing late one night someone arrives at your house 
and you have no food to give them, and you go to a friend’s 
house to ask him for bread. When you get there, the house 
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is in darkness and you have to call out to him. It is midnight 
and he says, ‘Don’t bother me at this time of the night. The 
house is locked up and the children are asleep; I can’t give 
you anything now.’ Even though you are his friend he doesn’t 
want to help you, but when he sees that you have no regard 
for the circumstances and how bold you are in asking, he 
will have to get up and give you as much as you need.”

And then as before Jesus said, “Ask God for help and you will 
be given it; look for his way and you will find it; knock on 
the door, calling to him, and he will open it to you. Because 
everyone who asks for God’s help is given it; all who look for 
his way find it; everyone who knocks, calling to him, has the 
door opened to them. If one of your children was hungry 
and asked for a fish, would you give them a snake? Or if they 
asked for an egg, would you give them a scorpion? You are 
people who so easily do wrong but you give your children 
what is good for them. How much more then, will your 
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
(As Jesus went from place to place, he said similar things a 
number of times.)

About the religious leaders (5.25)
At another place there was a crowd round Jesus, and some 
people brought a man who was possessed by an evil spirit 
that stopped him seeing or speaking. Jesus ordered the evil 
spirit out of the man, and he was able to see and speak again. 
Everyone was amazed and they were saying, “Is this the Son 
of David, whom God promised to send?” 

But again the religious leaders were saying, “The most powerful 
evil spirit gives him power; that’s why he can expel them.”

Jesus knew this, and as before he said, “If people from the same 
country or ruling family are against one another, that country 
or family cannot last. So if I use Satan’s power against himself, 
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his power will come to an end. And if the most powerful evil 
spirit is helping me, does that spirit help your people when 
they drive them out? Ask them and see what they say. I tell 
you, it is by the power of God’s Spirit that I expel evil spirits; 
and that means the kingdom of God has come upon you. 
When a house is guarded by a strong and well-armed man, 
his possessions are safe. But if someone stronger overpowers 
him, ties him up and throws his weapons away, they can take 
whatever they want from the house.

People can be forgiven for all wrongdoing, even for the 
worst of things said against the Son of Man. But if someone 
will never stop speaking against God’s Spirit, always calling 
evil what the Spirit does, that person can never be forgiven; 
they will always be guilty in God’s eyes, both in this life and 
in the life to come.”

Then Jesus said, “When an evil spirit comes out of a person 
it searches everywhere, even going over deserts, trying to 
find somewhere to stay. And when it doesn’t find a place it 
will say, ‘I’ll go back to where I was.’ But if the person hasn’t 
asked God into their life, they are like an empty house that 
is clean and tidy. The evil spirit will then bring seven others 
each more evil than itself to enter the person and live there, 
and they are far worse off than before. And that is how it is 
with people today, who are so sinful and want nothing to do 
with God.”

A woman in the crowd called out, “God was good to your 
mother, to give her a son like you!”

Jesus replied, “And I say this: God is good to everyone who 
hears his words of truth and obeys.”

More people were now coming to Jesus, and religious leaders 
were listening. Again he said to them, “Anyone who is not 
for me is against me; if they are not helping me in my work, 
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they are preventing it being done. A good tree gives good 
fruit, but a dry, diseased tree gives poor fruit; the fruit on 
a tree shows what the tree is like. And what comes from a 
person’s life, shows what they are like within.

You snakes, how can you say anything good when you 
are so full of evil? What fills a person’s heart flows over in 
the words they speak. A good person says good things that 
come from the good within; an evil person says evil things 
that come from the evil within. I tell you, one day people will 
have to answer for every thoughtless word said against God. 
For by your words you will be judged; what you have said 
will either acquit you or condemn you.”

The leaders said, “Do a miracle, Teacher; show us a sign 
from God.”

Jesus said, “People who are full of sin and break God’s marriage 
laws want to see a miracle from God! Jonah was inside a huge 
fish for three days and God brought him out. I am going to be 
put to death and placed in a tomb, and after three days God 
will bring me out. That is the sign for you to see.

When Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh they 
listened to him and turned to God.16 And when judgement 
is passed on you, they will be there and say it is right. I tell 
you, something far greater than Jonah is here; the kingdom 
of God has come near. When the Queen of the South came 
from a faraway country to see Solomon, she listened to the 
king’s wise words from God.17 (Solomon was David’s son.) 
She too, will hear the judgement against you and say it is 
right. And someone far greater than Solomon is here; the 
Messiah from God has come.”

More about the religious leaders (5.26)
After this one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to his house for 
a meal. When Jesus went to the table without going through 
a washing ceremony, the man was surprised.
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Jesus said to him, “You people make the outsides of your 
cups and dishes ‘clean’ in case someone ‘unclean’ has touched 
them. How foolish you are! Cups and dishes have both an 
outside and an inside. And you are the same; but within 
yourselves you are full of greed and every kind of evil. If you 
gave the food in your dishes to the poor, then you and your 
dishes would be truly ‘clean’.

It will be bad for you religious men; God will punish you! 
You follow God’s law and give him a tenth of everything.18 
You even count the tiny plants in your garden and give a 
tenth of them. But you don’t treat people fairly, and you have 
no love for God in your hearts. If you want to, give to God 
in the way that you do, but don’t ignore the things that are 
far greater. Yes, it will be bad for you! You love sitting in the 
important places in the synagogue, and being spoken to with 
respect in the marketplace. You certainly will be punished! 
Your lives are like an old burial ground that people walk over 
not knowing what is there. You seem to be doing what is 
right and good, but underneath you are full of evil.”

One of the men who taught God’s laws said, “Teacher, you’re 
insulting us as well when you speak like that.”

Then Jesus said, “And you experts in God’s laws, it will be 
bad for you, too! You make the people follow rules that 
are almost impossible to keep, and do nothing to ease the 
hardship caused by your rules. You also will be punished! 
You build monuments to honour the prophets in the past, 
but it was the leaders before you who killed them! You know 
what they did because you build monuments to those they 
killed. And you are the same as them.

But God in his wisdom knew what would take place 
and said, ‘I will send prophets and preachers, and some 
they will persecute and others they will kill.’ I tell you, the 
people of today will bear the punishment for what has been 
done right back to the beginning. The first to be killed was 



Jesus’ Third Year

125

Abel, Adam’s son, and there were many after him; Zechariah 
was even killed in the temple, in front of the altar.19 Yes, the 
punishment for all the evil that you and those like you have 
done is going to fall on you. (Some years later a Roman army 
surrounded Jerusalem and destroyed the city, with terrible 
loss of life.) You experts in God’s laws, you certainly will be 
punished. You have taken away the key that opens the door 
of God’s kingdom. You haven’t told people what they must 
know, how to come into the kingdom. You haven’t gone in, 
and have made it harder for those going in.”

When Jesus left the house, the religious leaders and teachers 
gathered round him and attacked his teaching. And they 
were shouting all kinds of questions at him, hoping he would 
say something they could use against him.

More teaching (5.27)
Another day there were was a large crowd round Jesus, and 
people were pushing against one another to be near him. First 
he spoke to the disciples and said, “Be careful of the ‘yeast’ 
of the religious leaders, the teaching they give. It changes 
what God wants people to hear, and only pretends to follow 
his way. One day all people will come into my presence, and 
what has been said secretly will be made clear; everything 
hidden will then be made known. What was spoken in the 
dark will be heard in the light, and words whispered indoors 
will be shouted for all to hear. On that day everything will 
be revealed.”

A man in the crowd called out to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to share what our father has left us.”

He replied, “My friend, I’m not here to give judgements 
about money and property.”

Jesus then said to the people, “Be careful of this! Make sure 
you guard against all kinds of greed; life is not measured 
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by money and possessions. There was a wealthy man who 
owned a farm and one year it produced so much wheat he 
didn’t know what to do. He said to himself, ‘My barns are 
not big enough to hold all I have. I’ll pull down the old barns 
and build bigger ones. They will hold what I can’t use, and 
I’ll store it away for the years to come. Now I’ll be able to 
take things easy and enjoy myself with good food and drink.’ 
But while he was making these plans, God spoke to him and 
said, ‘How foolish you are! This very night your life will be 
taken, and what you were keeping for yourself will be given 
to someone else.’ And that is how it will be for those who 
hold on to all they possess, and are not willing for God to 
have whatever they own.”

Some in the crowd were telling Jesus about the terrible thing 
that Pilate, the Roman governor, had done. People from 
Galilee had caused trouble for the Romans and been killed, 
and Pilate had ordered that their blood be mixed with the 
animal sacrifices made to God.

Jesus said to them, “Don’t think that those people had 
sinned more than anyone else in Galilee, and that they lost 
their lives because of this. I tell you, no! But unless you turn 
from your sins and ask God for forgiveness, your lives also 
will be lost, and lost from him. There were those eighteen 
people in Jerusalem who lost their lives when a tower fell 
on them. Don’t think that it happened to them because they 
were more sinful than anyone else in Jerusalem. Again I say, 
no! And unless you open your heart to God asking for his 
forgiveness, your lives will be lost, and lost forever.”

Then he told this story: “A man had a fig tree in his vineyard, 
and he went to see if there were any figs but there were none. 
He said to the man who worked for him, ‘For three years 
I’ve been looking to see if this tree had figs and there haven’t 
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been any. Chop it down; it’s only taking goodness from the 
soil.’ The man said to him, ‘Leave it for one more year. I’ll 
dig round it and fertilise the soil. If there are figs next year, 
it can stay. If there are still none, it can be cut down.’” (For 
three years the people had rejected Jesus. And when Jerusalem 
was destroyed by a Roman army, Israel ceased to exist as a 
nation.)

Later when Jesus was with his followers, he said, “You are 
only small in number but don’t be afraid, your Father in 
heaven is pleased to give you the kingdom, all that is his. 
So sell what you own and give to the poor; don’t keep your 
wealth here on earth. Use what you have for God and build 
up your wealth in heaven, where it can never be stolen or 
destroyed; and God will reward you there. Whichever place 
has your wealth is where the desires of your heart will be.”

Then he told them, “I have come from heaven to send a 
spreading fire on the earth, the fire of God’s Spirit, and how 
I long for that to begin. But first I must go through great 
suffering, and knowing what is to come is almost too much 
to bear.

And don’t think I have come to bring peace. No, I’ve come 
with a sword that divides. Families will be divided because 
of me, two against three or three against two. A father will be 
against a son, and a son against a father; a mother against a 
daughter, and a daughter against a mother; a mother-in-law 
against a daughter-in-law, and a daughter-in-law against a 
mother-in-law. Because of me, a person’s enemies will be in 
their family.”

More healing (5.28)
After this Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on 
the Sabbath day, and a woman crippled by an evil spirit was 
there. She was completely bent over and could not straighten 
up, and had been like this for eighteen years.



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

128

When Jesus saw her he called her to the front. Then he placed 
his hands on her and said, “You are now set free.” Immediately 
she stood up straight, and was praising and thanking God.

But the religious leader in charge was angry because this was 
done on a Sabbath day. He said to the people, “There are 
six days in the week for doing your work and anything else. 
Come here to be healed on one of those days, not on the 
Sabbath.”

Jesus said to him, “What hypocrites you leaders are! You 
untie your ox or your donkey on the Sabbath day and lead 
it out to give it water. This woman has been kept bound by 
Satan for eighteen long years. She comes from Abraham just 
like you, yet because it was the Sabbath day you don’t want 
her set free.” Those against Jesus appeared very foolish, but 
the people loved the wonderful things he was doing.

The people in the kingdom (5.29)
As Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem, at each town and village 
he was teaching. At one place someone asked him, “Lord, 
will only a few people come into the kingdom and be saved?”

Jesus replied, “The way to God is through a narrow door so 
make sure you do all that he requires, because one day many 
will want to go through that door and won’t be able to. When 
the Lord of heaven comes and shuts the door, people will be 
standing outside knocking and pleading, ‘Please open the 
door for us.’ But he will say, ‘I don’t know who you are or 
where you come from.’ Then they will say, ‘You know us, 
we had a meal with you. And we listened to your teaching 
when you came to our town.’ But he will say, ‘I don’t know 
anything about you. Leave me; you are evil people, all of 
you!’ And again I say, there will be much crying and great 
distress when they see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all the 
prophets there in God’s kingdom, and they themselves are 
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thrown outside. I tell you, when I come again there will be 
people from every country in the world taking their places 
at that celebration. Those who some thought would be last 
will be the first to be there, and others who were thought to 
be first, will be the last to come.”

After that some of the Pharisees came up to Jesus and said, 
“You had better leave here and go somewhere else. Herod is 
looking for you to kill you.”

He replied, “Tell that cunning fox that day after day I am 
healing people and driving out evil spirits, and I will do this 
until I reach where I must go. It’s Jerusalem where prophets 
are put to death!”

More teaching (5.30)
At another town, one of the leading Pharisees asked Jesus to 
his house for a meal. There in front of him was a man who 
was very sick and had a swollen body; and because it was a 
Sabbath day the religious leaders were watching to see what 
Jesus would do.

He knew what they were thinking and said, “What do God’s 
laws say about healing someone on the Sabbath day?” But 
they kept quiet and wouldn’t answer. Jesus then went to the 
man, placed his hand on him and healed him, and told him 
he could go home.

He asked the leaders, “If one of your children or one of your 
animals fell down a well on the Sabbath day, you would 
pull them out straight away, wouldn’t you?” Again they had 
nothing to say.

When the meal was about to begin Jesus saw that people 
were quickly moving to the important places at the table, 
and he said to those with him, “When you are invited to a 
special meal, don’t go and sit where the important people will 
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be. If someone more important has been invited, you would 
be asked to move and it would be embarrassing for you. It 
is better to choose a lesser place. Then if the one in charge 
sees where you are sitting and says, ‘My friend, come and 
sit at a better place’, others will see how highly he thinks of 
you. And in the same way, those who see themselves as being 
important will be humbled by God; but those who see them-
selves as being unimportant, will be great in his sight.”

Then Jesus said to the man who had invited him, “When 
you ask people to come for a meal, don’t invite your family 
and friends and people with money; they may do the same 
for you and you will be repaid. Instead, invite needy people, 
those who are poor, sick, crippled or blind; and God’s 
blessing will be on you. They won’t be able to repay you, but 
God will repay you in heaven when a greater life is given 
there.”

Someone at the table said, “It will be wonderful for those at 
the celebration in God’s kingdom.”

Jesus then told this story: “A wealthy man was going to 
hold a big party and he sent out invitations to many people. 
When the time came he told his servant to tell the people 
that everything was ready and to come. But one after another 
made an excuse why they couldn’t come. One of them said, 
‘I’ve just bought some land and I must have a look at it. I’m 
sorry, I can’t come.’ Another one said, ‘I’ve just bought some 
cattle and I want to see how they are. I’m sorry, I can’t come.’ 
Someone else said, ‘I’ve just got married, and I can’t come.’

When the servant told the man what the people had said, 
he was angry and said, ‘If that’s the way they treat my invita-
tion, I’ll ask others instead. Quickly go into the town, to the 
main streets and the back streets, and bring those who are 
poor, sick, blind or crippled; they can come.’ The servant did 
this and there was room for more. The man said, ‘Then go 
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out of the town, along the main roads and the back roads, 
and anyone you see, make them come; I want my house to be 
full. As for those I invited, they will have nothing, not even a 
taste of the food from my party.’” (Many of the Jewish people, 
the first to be invited, would not be at the celebration.)

Following Jesus (5.31)
A large number of people were with Jesus as he went from 
place to place, and as before he said, “Anyone who wants 
to follow me must put me before everything, their parents 
and brothers and sisters, their husband or wife and children, 
even their own life. If they don’t, they cannot follow me. And 
they must accept the trouble and opposition that will come 
because of me. If they don’t, they cannot truly follow me.”

And then Jesus said, “If a man wants to build a tower for his 
vineyard, first he will work out how much it will cost. If he 
started to build it and couldn’t finish it, people would laugh 
at him. Or if a king is taking his army to fight another king, 
when he sees that the army against him is twice as large as 
his, he will sit down and think about what he should do. If he 
saw that he couldn’t win, he would make peace instead. And 
in the same way, if you want to follow me, you must think 
carefully about it and what it will mean. Because unless you 
are willing to give up everything, you cannot truly follow 
me. If you are not willing, you would be like salt that loses 
its saltiness and has to be thrown away. Those with an open 
heart, take in what you hear!”

Finding the lost (5.32)
At another place a crowd was listening to Jesus and some 
there were tax collectors and others like them, those whom 
people called ‘sinners’.

The religious leaders were saying to one another, “Look how he 
is towards sinners; he welcomes them and even eats with them.”
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Jesus then said, “If any of you owned a hundred sheep and one 
of them was missing, what would you do? You would leave all 
the others where they were and go looking for the one that 
was lost. And when you found it you would be very pleased, 
and you would pick it up and put it across your shoulders and 
carry it home. Then you would call out to your friends and 
neighbours and say, ‘I’ve found my sheep that was lost!’ I tell 
you, there is greater joy in heaven when just one sinful person 
turns to God for forgiveness than when ninety-nine other 
people are doing what is right and don’t need to be forgiven.

Or if a woman has ten silver coins and loses one of them, 
what does she do? She lights a lamp and sweeps the house 
and looks everywhere until she finds it. Then she calls out to 
her friends and neighbours and says, ‘I’ve found my coin that 
was lost!’ Again I tell you, there is joy among the angels in 
heaven when one sinful person opens their heart to God to 
be forgiven.”

After that Jesus told this story: “A man who owned a farm 
had two sons, and one day the younger son said, ‘Father, 
I don’t want to wait until you die; I want my share now of 
what you own.’ So the father did what his son had asked. 
He worked out how much his share of everything was and 
gave it to him. Soon after this the boy took the money and 
whatever else was his and left home. He went to another 
country, a long way away, and there he began having a wild 
time spending his money until it was all gone. But a severe 
drought had come to that country, and food was hard to get. 
He had no money so he found someone who gave him work 
and he was sent to look after the pigs. No-one cared about 
him and he was so hungry that even the food he was giving to 
the pigs looked good enough to eat. He was thinking about 
what his life had come to, and he realised what he had done. 
He said to himself, ‘Here I am starving, while at home even 
the men who work for my father have plenty to eat. I’ll leave 
here and go back to my father. And I’ll say to him, ‘Father, 
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what I did was wrong; it was against God and against you. I 
don’t deserve to be called your son, but could I work for you 
like the other men?”’ So he started on the journey home.

He was still a long way from the house when his father 
saw him coming and was filled with love for him. He ran to 
his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him. The son 
said, ‘Father, what I did was wrong; it was against God and 
against you. I don’t deserve to be called your son.’ Before he 
could say anything more, the father turned to his men and 
said, ‘Quick! Bring the best clothes and put them on him. 
And bring a gold ring for his finger and shoes for his feet. 
Then go and kill the fattened calf, we’re going to have a party 
and celebrate; my son has come home. He’s not dead like we 
thought, he’s alive. He was lost and has been found!’ And the 
celebrations began.

While this was happening, the older son was out working 
on the farm. When he went up to the house he could hear the 
sound of music and dancing, and wanted to know what was 
going on. One of the men told him, ‘Your young brother has 
come home and your father has put on a big party for him 
because he has him back safe and well.’ The older brother 
became angry and wouldn’t go inside. His father came out 
and pleaded with him to come in. But he said to his father, 
‘Look, I’ve worked hard for you all these years and have 
never once gone against you. And have you ever given me 
so much as a young goat so I could have a party with my 
friends? Never! And yet when this son of yours comes home 
after wasting all your money on bad women, you get the best 
meat and give a big party for him!’ The father said, ‘My son, 
you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But 
we had to celebrate and be glad. Your brother was as good as 
dead and is with us again; he was lost and now he is found.’” 
(God is always ready to forgive anyone who comes to him. But 
some cannot accept how willing he is to forgive.)
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God and money (5.33)
One day when Jesus was teaching his followers, people 
gathered round and he said, “The was a wealthy man who 
owned a large farm and he found out that his manager had 
been careless in looking after the business. So he called him 
in and said, ‘I’ve heard about what you’ve been doing. I want 
to know how much I am owed, and then you can leave.’ The 
manager said to himself, ‘What can I do now I’ve lost my 
job? I can’t do heavy work and I don’t want to beg for money.’ 
Then he thought, ‘I’ll make sure I have some friends before 
I leave, and they’ll look after me.’ So he called in everyone 
who owed money to the business. He said to the first man, 
‘What do you still have to pay for?’ The man replied, ‘Two 
thousand litres of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Make that 
fifteen hundred litres. Here is your account; settle it now.’ 
He asked the next man, “What do you owe money for?” He 
said, ‘Thirty bags of wheat.’ The manager said, ‘Make that 
twenty-four bags; just pay for that.’ And he did the same for 
others. Later the owner of the farm found out what he had 
done, and although the man had been dishonest, he couldn’t 
help thinking how clever he had been.”

Then Jesus said, “People who care nothing about God will 
do business with those like themselves, and are more careful 
about making money than God’s people are. But I say to 
you, use your money to help those in need so they are your 
friends, and God will reward you in heaven.

If you use well the little you have, you can be trusted with 
more; if you misuse a small amount, you will misuse more. 
If you don’t use your wealth from this world for God, why 
should you have true wealth from heaven above? And if you 
can’t be trusted with another’s wealth, why should you have 
anything to call your own?”

And as before he said, “A servant cannot have two masters; 
he will like one more than he likes the other, or work harder 
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for one than he does for the other. And it is the same with 
God and money; you cannot give yourself to both.”

There were Pharisees in the crowd and they laughed at 
Jesus because they loved having money. He said to them, 
“You want others to think that your ways are right, but God 
knows your hearts. What some people think is good, God 
says is a terrible thing and utterly wrong!”

Jesus then told this story: “There was a wealthy man who 
had everything he wanted and his clothes were the best that 
money could buy. Lying near the gate outside his house was a 
poor man   named Lazarus. He had been carried there to beg 
for food and was always hoping to be given scraps left over 
from the rich man’s meals. His body was covered with sores, 
and dogs came and licked them as he lay there. Finally, he 
died and the angels took him to be with Abraham in heaven.

Sometime later the rich man also died and his body was 
placed in a tomb. But he went to Hades, the place for those 
against God, and there he was in torment. As he looked up 
towards heaven, away in the distance he could see Abraham, 
with Lazarus by his side. The man called out, ‘My father 
Abraham, please help me! Send Lazarus with a few drops of 
water on his finger to put on my tongue. I’m in agony in this 
fire.’ But Abraham said to him, ‘My son, remember how your 
life was filled with good things and Lazarus had nothing, only 
suffering? Now he is being cared for, and you are the one in 
great pain. And as well as that, a huge gap has been set in place 
between us and you, so that no-one from here can go to where 
you are, and no-one from where you are can come here.’

When the man heard that he cried out, ‘Then, please, 
send Lazarus to my father’s house to warn my five brothers 
about this terrible place.’ Abraham replied, ‘They’ve already 
been told. They have the words of Moses and other men of 
God; they should listen to them.’20 The man said, ‘No, that’s 
not enough! But if someone came back from the dead, I 
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know they would turn from their sins.’ But Abraham said, 
‘If they won’t listen to what Moses and others like him have 
said, they won’t listen to anyone, not even someone come 
back from the dead.’”

Some who were there thought that God was pleased with 
them, and they looked down on others. And so Jesus 
said this: “Two men went to the temple to pray; one was 
a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The religious man 
stood where he could be seen and he prayed these words: ‘O 
God, I thank you that I’m not like other men; I don’t steal, do 
bad things and run after women. And I’m certainly not like 
this tax collector. Twice a week I fast and pray, and I give you 
a tenth of everything.’ But the other man stood at the back 
of the temple and couldn’t look up to God. He was hitting 
his chest in his distress and crying out, ‘O God, have mercy 
on me, a sinner.’ I tell you, it was the tax collector, not the 
religious man, who went home forgiven and right with God. 
Because all who are proud will be humbled, but those who 
humble themselves will be great in God’s sight.”

More teaching (5.34)
After this when Jesus was with his followers he said, “If 
another follower does wrong to you, speak to them about it. 
And if they ask you to forgive them, you must forgive them. 
Even if they do wrong to you seven times in one day and 
each time they ask you to forgive them, you must forgive 
them.”

The disciples said, “Lord, we need God’s help to do that. Give 
us more faith!”

Jesus replied, “Even if your faith, your trust in God, is as 
small as a tiny seed, you can ask for something as impossible 
as telling this mulberry tree to come out of the ground and 
plant itself in the ocean, and it will be done.”
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Then he said, “Supposing you had a man working for you, 
doing the ploughing and looking after the sheep. When 
there was more to be done, you wouldn’t say to him, ‘That’s 
enough for the day; come and eat.’ No, you would say, ‘Finish 
your work and then you can eat.’ And when the work was 
done, that’s what you would have expected. And in the same 
way, when you have done something I gave you to do, you 
should say, ‘We are just the Lord’s servants and don’t deserve 
any praise; we only did what we should be doing for him.’”

Being ready (5.35)
One day some Pharisees were asking Jesus when God’s 
kingdom would come. He said to them, “The kingdom does 
not come at this time in a way that is seen. (Again, they 
were wanting a powerful leader, for Israel to be free.) It is 
not with people seeing something ‘here’ or with something 
happening ‘there’. The kingdom of God is among you; he 
rules in people’s hearts today.”

When Jesus was with his disciples he said, “Towards the end 
there will be much trouble for those who follow me, and 
they will long to see anything that tells them I am coming. 
There will be people saying, ‘The Messiah is here!’ or ‘The 
Messiah is there!’ but they are not to be believed. When I 
come again it will be with great power and glory, and I will 
be seen as clearly as lightning that flashes across the sky. But 
this time I must go through great suffering, and people want 
nothing to do with me.”

Jesus then spoke about praying and not giving up, and he 
said, “There was a judge in a town who didn’t care about God 
and didn’t care about the people who came to him; when he 
made a decision he did whatever he wanted to do. In that 
town was a woman whose husband had died, and someone 
was trying to take what was hers. So she went to the judge 
and said, ‘I want what is rightfully mine.’ He refused to do 
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anything and sent her away. But she wouldn’t accept this 
and kept coming back to him. Finally, the judge was so tired 
of seeing her he said to himself, ‘I don’t care about God or 
anyone else, but I’ll have to do what is right for this woman 
or she’ll come here one day and attack me!’”

And then Jesus said, “You see what I’m saying; the judge 
wasn’t a good man but he had to do what was right. Before 
I come again there will be terrible trouble in Israel, and in 
a far greater way God will grant what is right for those who 
are his, who cry to him day and night; he won’t keep putting 
them off. I tell you, he will do what is right, and quickly. But 
when I come, will there be many with faith in God, those 
who are living for him?”

After that he said, “My followers must be ready and waiting 
for when I come. They are to be like servants ready for their 
master to return from a wedding celebration; as soon as they 
hear him coming they open the door and welcome him. He 
will be very pleased when he sees them waiting for him, espe-
cially if it’s late at night or at daybreak, long past the hour they 
thought he would come. He will be so pleased that he will get 
himself ready, bring them their food and eat with them.

It is the same when the master of a house goes away 
leaving his servants in charge, each with their tasks to do. 
He tells the servant at the door to keep watching for him, 
because he could return at any hour of the day or night. If he 
were to come back suddenly, he wouldn’t want his servants 
to be asleep or not ready for him. And if the owner of a 
house knew when a burglar was coming, he would certainly 
be ready and waiting. So those who follow me must be ready 
for when I come, because it will be a day and an hour that 
people are not expecting.”

Peter asked, “Lord, is what you are saying just for us, or for 
everyone?”
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Jesus replied, “When the master of a house goes away, he 
puts one of his servants in charge, someone who does what 
is right and can be trusted with all that is his. And when he 
returns, if he finds that the servant has been doing his work 
and making sure the other servants were well cared for, the 
master is pleased. I tell you, he will be so pleased that he 
will put him in charge of all that he owns. But if the servant 
is not a good man, when he sees that his master is away a 
long time, he treats the other servants badly and spends the 
time enjoying himself. And when he doesn’t expect it, the 
master returns and sees what is happening. The servant is 
then punished and told to leave, to be with others like him. 
And he is filled with sadness, never having what could have 
been his. So what I am saying to you, I say to everyone, ‘Be 
ready and waiting for when I come!’”

And then Jesus said, “When a servant knows what his 
master wants but doesn’t get ready to do it or will not do 
it at all, he is punished. He is punished more severely than 
a servant who hasn’t been told what to do but does other 
things that are wrong. Those to whom God has given much, 
from them much will be required; and from the one who has 
been entrusted with much by God, much more will be asked 
of them.”

More people believe (5.36)
After this Jesus came to the Jordan River, and he crossed 
over where John had preached and baptised. Again large 
crowds came to him and he was teaching, as well as healing 
every kind of sickness and disease.

When the people saw what Jesus was doing, they said, “John 
didn’t do any miracles but he told us about this man, and 
everything he said was true.” Many who came believed in 
him, and he stayed at that place for some time.
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About divorce (5.37)
While Jesus was there some Pharisees came to him with a 
question, to see what he would say. They asked, “Does God’s 
law allow a man to divorce his wife? Can he do it for any 
reason at all?”

He replied, “You have the laws God gave through Moses.21 
And you know what is written, that at the beginning when 
God made the first man and woman, he made them for each 
other and said, ‘A man will leave his parents and be united 
to his wife, and the two will become one body.’22 So they are 
no longer two people; in marriage they become one. And so 
what God has joined together, no-one must separate.”

They said, “Why did Moses say a man could divorce his wife 
by giving her a written statement?”23

Jesus replied, “Moses allowed men to divorce in that way so 
the woman had proof and could marry again. He had to do 
it because men's hearts were hard and they would not obey 
God. But at the beginning, it was not like that.” (When God 
created the first man and woman, Adam and Eve, they were in 
a perfect relationship with him, and there was no sin. God had 
placed then in a large garden, and he would come there to be 
with them and talk with them. The garden had trees with all 
kinds of fruit, and God told them that they could eat from any 
tree except one. Eating the fruit from this tree would give them 
knowledge of what was good and what was evil.    

But then Satan came into the garden in the form of a snake, 
and spoke to Eve. First he asked her if God had really said 
those words, about not eating from that tree. Then he said that 
if she ate the fruit she could be like God, knowing both good 
and evil. The fruit looked good to eat and so Eve took it and 
ate it, and she gave some to Adam. And at that moment their 
hearts towards God were changed; they had disobeyed him, 
and the perfect relationship was broken. Sin had entered God’s 
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creation, and from then on no-one would naturally obey him. 
And so in different ways all people now go against God; they 
do what is wrong and fall short of his perfect standards. They 
won’t allow him to be in charge of their life or want nothing to 
do with him, and they go their own way. Others will worship 
false gods, and not seek after the true God.24

But God had now sent his Son from heaven to earth. He 
had made a way for the broken relationship to be perfectly 
restored, through Jesus’ death on the cross.) 

Then Jesus spoke more about marriage and said, “If a man 
leaves his wife and marries another woman, he is being 
unfaithful to his wife and so is committing the sin of adultery. 
The only reason he can divorce his wife is if she breaks her 
promise to be faithful to him and goes to another man.”

Later when Jesus was at someone’s house, the disciples were 
asking him about what he had said. He told them, “If a man 
divorces his wife and marries someone else, he is sinning 
against his wife; he is committing the sin of adultery. And 
if his wife marries again, the man who marries her is then 
associated with his sin. The same applies to a woman; if 
she divorces her husband and marries someone else, she 
is committing the sin of adultery.” (And from Jesus’ words 
before, if her husband marries again, the woman who marries 
him is then associated with her sin.)

The disciples said, “If that’s how important marriage is, it is 
better not to marry.”

Jesus said, “Not everyone can accept that life, only those to 
whom it is given by God. Some men don’t marry because of 
a physical reason. And others decide not to marry so they 
can give themselves fully to God. Those who can accept that 
this life is theirs, should do so.” (These words of Jesus applied 
both to men and to women.)



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

142

Children are brought to Jesus (5.38)
One day people were bringing their babies and little children 
to Jesus, for him to put his hands on them and bless them. 
But the disciples were stopping the people and telling them 
to go away.

When Jesus saw what the disciples were doing, he spoke 
strongly because it was so wrong and said, “Let the little 
children come to me; don’t do anything to keep them away, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to those like these. I tell 
you, unless a person comes to God like a little child, they 
will never come into his kingdom.”

Then he called the children to him, and he picked them up in 
his arms, put his hands on them and spoke words of blessing 
over them.

A man is brought back to life (5.39)
While Jesus was at the Jordan River, some people from 
Bethany came to him. They told Jesus that Lazarus, the 
brother of Mary and Martha, was very sick, and asked that 
he go to him.

He said to the disciples, “Lazarus is very sick but it won’t 
end in death; this is for people to see God’s greatness so the 
greatness of his Son will be seen.” Jesus loved this family but 
he didn’t leave straight away; he stayed where he was for two 
more days.

After that time, he said, “We will go there now.” The disciples 
said, “Teacher, you can’t go to Bethany. A little while ago the 
people in Jerusalem tried to stone you.” (Bethany was near 
Jerusalem.)

He replied, “Someone on a journey will keep going while 
there is daylight. It is when darkness comes that they go no 
further.” (Jesus would continue his work until his death.)
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Then he said, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I will 
wake him.”

The disciples said, “Lord, if he’s only sleeping, he’ll get 
well again. Why should we go?” They thought Jesus meant 
ordinary sleep, but he meant the sleep of death. He told 
them, “Lazarus has died, and for your sake I am pleased that 
I wasn’t there because now you will believe in me even more. 
We will go to him.”

Thomas said to the others, “Yes, we’ll go, and they will kill 
us too.”

When Jesus came to Bethany, people told him that Lazarus 
had died four days before and that his body was in a cave, 
a place for the dead. Jesus was now just outside the village, 
and when Martha heard this she left the house and went 
down the road to meet him.

She came to him and said, “Lord, if you had been here my 
brother wouldn’t have died. But I know that God will still do 
whatever you ask,”

Jesus said to her, “Your brother will come back to life.”

She said, “Yes, Lord, I know that at the end there will be a 
resurrection, that he will have a greater life with God.”25

Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life, the one 
who overcomes death and gives life. Those who believe in 
me will live, even though they die; all who live by believing 
in me will never die, but live forever. Do you believe that, 
Martha?”

She said, “Yes, Lord, I do. I believe that you are the Messiah, 
the Son of God, who was to come into the world.”
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Martha then hurried back to Mary and called her aside and 
said, “The Teacher is here and he’s asking for you.” When 
Mary heard that she quickly left the house to go to him. 
People had come there to be with Mary and Martha, and 
they thought she was going to where Lazarus was and they 
followed her.

When Mary came to Jesus she knelt at his feet and said, 
“Lord, if only you had been here, my brother wouldn’t have 
died.” Then she began to cry, and those with her were crying.

Jesus saw how distressed they were and his heart went out to 
them. He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said, “Come and we’ll show you, Lord.” And as Jesus 
went with them he was crying, too.

The people said to one another, “He must have loved 
Lazarus.” Some of them said, “If he can make a blind man 
see, couldn’t he have stopped this man from dying?”

They came to where Lazarus’ body was, and Jesus felt deeply 
for those who were there. A large rock had been placed in 
front of the cave, and he said, “Take the rock away.”

Martha said, “Lord, there will be a bad smell; he’s been dead 
for four days.” Jesus said, “Martha, did I not say that if you 
believe you would see the greatness of God?” And they took 
the rock away.

Jesus looked up to heaven and as the people watched, he 
prayed. Then he said, “Thank you, Father, for hearing my 
prayer; I know you always do. I prayed in that way so those 
who are here will believe that you have sent me.”

Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
And the man who had been dead for four days came out of 
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the cave with strips of cloth wrapped round his body, his 
head, and his hands and feet. (The Jewish burial custom was 
for the body to be wrapped in strips of cloth.26) 

Jesus said, “Take the cloth off him and let him go.” And many 
who had come with Mary and Martha believed in him from 
that day on.  

Opposition increases (5.40)
But some who were there went into Jerusalem and told the 
religious leaders what Jesus had done. They immediately 
called a meeting of the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of Israel.

They said to one another, “What are we going to do about this 
man? He keeps performing miracles. If we let it continue, 
everyone will be following him. And when the Romans see 
what is happening, they will stop what we do, and that will 
be the end of our temple and our nation.”

Then Caiaphas, the high priest, spoke up and said, “All this 
talk is useless! Can’t you see that it is better if one man dies for 
everyone, instead of the nation being destroyed?” And from 
that day on they were planning to have Jesus put to death.

When Caiaphas said those words, he didn’t realise their full 
meaning. When he said that Jesus would have to die, God 
was speaking through him as high priest. Jesus was going 
to die for the Jewish people, but not to save Israel; he would 
die for the whole world, for people of every nation, to bring 
them together as God’s children, and make them as one.

A wealthy man (5.41)
Jesus knew what the leaders wanted to do, and so he left 
Bethany and took the disciples to the village of Ephraim, 
near the desert; and they were there for a time.

Jesus then continued on his journey to Jerusalem, and one 
day as he was starting out a young man came running up 
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to him; he was someone of importance and very wealthy. 
He knelt in front of Jesus and said, “You are a good person, 
and teach about God. What must I do to be sure of going to 
heaven?”

Jesus said to him, “God is the One who is good. And if you 
want to be with God, you must obey his laws.”

The man said, “Which ones, teacher?”

Jesus said, “You know the commandments God has given: 
‘Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not 
lie, do not cheat people of money, honour your father and 
mother,’ and also, ‘Love others as you yourself would want 
to be loved.’”27

He replied, “Teacher, I’ve kept God’s laws from when I was 
young. What more must I do?”

Jesus looked kindly at the young man as he said that. Then 
he told him, “There is one more thing you must do. Go and 
sell all you have and give the money to the poor, and God 
will reward you in heaven; that’s where your wealth will be. 
Then come and follow me.”

When the young man heard those words his face changed 
and he was sad; he was very wealthy. Then he stood up and 
walked away.

As Jesus watched him go he said to the disciples, “It is hard 
for those who are wealthy to come into God’s kingdom.”

They were surprised at this because wealthy people gave 
money to the temple. Jesus said to them, “It is hard for anyone 
to come. I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who loves having money to 
come into the kingdom of God.”
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The disciples were even more surprised, and said to one 
another, “Who then can be saved?”

Jesus looked at them and said, “It’s impossible for anyone, 
by what they themselves do. But God makes it possible; with 
him all things are possible.”

Reward to come (5.42)
Peter thought about what Jesus had said to the young man, 
and he asked, “Lord, we’ve given up everything to follow 
you! What reward will there be for us?”

Jesus said, “When I come again and all things are made new, I 
will have the place of highest honour, ruling from my throne 
of glory. (Jesus will rule from Jerusalem.28) And you will be 
on thrones with me, watching over the people of Israel, 
those who are mine, as they worship me. I tell you, anyone 
who has put me before their husband or wife or children, 
their parents or brothers or sisters, and has given up home 
and possessions for me and for others to hear about me, 
will certainly be rewarded by God. They will have hardship 
and opposition in this life, but God’s goodness to them will 
be far greater than anything they gave up; and in the life to 
come they will be with him forever. Many who think they 
will be well rewarded will not be; and others who think they 
deserve little reward will receive a great reward.”

He then told this story: “A man owned a vineyard and there 
was some work he wanted done. So early in the morning 
he went into the town to find people who would work for 
him for the day. He told them how much he would pay them 
and they agreed to this and he sent them off to his vineyard. 
At nine o’clock he went back into the town and saw others 
standing in the market-place with nothing to do. He said to 
them, ‘You can work for me for the day; I’ll pay you what is 
right.’ At about twelve o’clock and three o’clock he did the 
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same thing; he found more people and gave them work as 
well. Then when it was five o’clock he went into the town 
and some were still standing round doing nothing. He asked 
them why and they replied, ‘No-one has any work for us.’ He 
said to them, ‘Come and work for me.’

At the end of the day, the man said to his manager, ‘Tell 
everyone to come and give them their pay. Start with the ones I 
put on last, and leave those who started first until the end.’ The 
workers who were put on last were then paid, and they were 
given a full day’s pay. When those who had started first came 
to be paid, they thought they would be given more than 
the others. But they weren’t; they were given the same as 
everyone else. They began to complain and said, ‘Those you 
put on last only worked for an hour and they’ve been given 
the same as us. We started early and did most of the work, 
right through the hottest part of the day.’ The man said to their 
leader, ‘My friend, I’ve done nothing wrong by you. I told you 
what I would pay you and you agreed to it, so take your pay 
and be satisfied. If I want those I put on last to have the same 
as you, that’s for me to decide. Are you unhappy because I’m 
being kind to them?’”

Then Jesus said, “And that’s how it will be in God’s kingdom. 
Some who don’t expect to be rewarded will be; and others 
who expect to be rewarded will not.”

Suffering to come (5.43)
Jesus was now going along the road towards Jerusalem, and he 
was leading the way. The disciples were amazed so see where 
he was taking them, and other followers were frightened.

As they went along Jesus took the disciples aside and said, 
“We are going to Jerusalem, and everything spoken about 
by prophets will take place.29 Someone will turn against me, 
and the religious leaders will arrest me. They will say I must 
die and hand me over to the Romans. I will be laughed at, 
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spat on, flogged and put to death on a cross. But on the third 
day I will come back to life.”

Although Jesus had told the disciples these things a number 
of times, they couldn’t understand why he said it, and didn’t 
know what it meant.   

Serving God (5.44)
After this, the mother of two of the disciples, James and John, 
came to Jesus with her sons. She knelt in front of him and 
said, “Teacher, there is something we would like you to do.”

Jesus asked what it was, and she said, “I ask that my sons 
have the places on either side of you when you rule in your 
kingdom.”

Jesus replied, “You don’t realise what has to take place.” 
He said to the two men, “Can you accept that I will have 
rejection and suffering? And can you accept that you will 
have this too?”

They said, “We can, Lord,” Jesus said to them, “It is true, I 
will have rejection and suffering, and you will have this too. 
But to be on either side of me when I rule is not for me to 
say. The places there have been prepared by my Father, for 
those he has chosen.”

When the others heard what the two disciples had asked for, 
they were angry. Jesus called them together and said, “You 
know what the leaders and those of importance in some 
countries are like; they are in charge and the people have 
to obey. But that’s not how you must be. Those who want to 
be important in God’s kingdom must be a servant to others; 
and those who want to be a leader must be a slave to all. The 
Son of Man did not come for others to serve him; I came as 
a servant, and to give my life to pay for the sins of many.”
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A tax collector turns to God (5.45)
Jesus then came to the town of Jericho, and the people 
gathered in the streets as he went past. There was someone 
in the town who specially wanted to see Jesus, a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was well known because he was in charge of 
collecting taxes for the Romans, and had become rich by 
making people pay more than they had to and keeping it for 
himself. He was too short to see over the crowd, and he ran 
on ahead and climbed a large tree to see Jesus as he went past.

When Jesus came to where Zacchaeus was, he stopped and 
looked up at him. Then he said, “Zacchaeus, come down. I 
want to go to your house today.”

When he heard that, he quickly climbed down and was 
pleased to have Jesus come with him. But the people were 
angry and said to one another, “He’s going to eat with a 
sinner.”

While Jesus was there, Zacchaeus stood up in front of 
everyone and said, “Lord, I know I’ve done wrong. I want to 
give half of everything I own to the poor. And for those I’ve 
cheated when I took their tax money, I will give them back 
four times as much as I wrongly took.”

Jesus said, “The man in this house has been saved today; he 
has opened his heart to God. He comes from Abraham, and 
like him, he wants to obey God. I came from heaven to seek 
and to save those who are lost.”

Working for God (5.46)
The people there with Jesus knew he was going to Jerusalem, 
and thought his rule would soon begin. So he told this story: 
“A man from a royal family was going to be made king over 
his people, but he had to go to another country for the 
ceremony to take place. Before he went away, he called ten 
of his servants to come and he gave each of them a thousand 



Jesus’ Third Year

151

dollars and said, ‘I want you to put this money to work while 
I am away.’ Then he left to go on his journey. Many of his 
people hated him, and they sent someone with a message 
saying they didn’t want him as king. But he was made king 
and returned to rule over them.

He then ordered the ten servants to give a report on how 
they had used his money. The first one said, ‘Sir, I used the 
thousand dollars you gave me and now I have ten thousand 
dollars to give you.’ The king said, ‘Well done, you’ve been 
a good servant. You carried out the small task I gave you to 
do; I will put you in charge of ten of my cities.’ The next man 
came and said, ‘Sir, I used the thousand dollars you gave me 
and now I have five thousand dollars to give you.’ The king 
said, ‘You’ve also done well. I will put you in charge of five 
of my cities.’

But when one of the servants came he said to the king, 
‘Sir, here is the thousand dollars you gave me. I wrapped it 
up and put it away and kept it for you. I was afraid to use 
your money because I knew what you are like, that you must  
be given something.’ The king was angry when he heard this 
and said, ‘I’ll judge you by what you have said. You knew 
what I am like. Why didn’t you give my money to the money-
lenders for it to earn interest while I was away?’ Then he said 
to the other servants, ‘Take the thousand dollars from him 
and give it to the man with ten thousand.’ They said, ‘He has 
so much already!’

The king replied, ‘Those with much for me, will be given 
more to use for me. But those with nothing for me, even the 
little they have will be taken away. As for those who hated 
me and didn’t want me to be king, bring them here to be put 
to death.’” (People were to keep working for God until Jesus 
came to rule.)

Two more blind men see (5.47)
After that Jesus left Jericho, and a large crowd went down the 
road with him. Just outside the town, two blind men were 
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sitting by the side of the road asking for money. They could 
hear the noise of all the people, and one of them, whose 
name was Bartimaeus, asked what was happening. They told 
him that Jesus was coming, and he began calling out, “Jesus, 
Son of David, help me! Jesus, Son of David, help me!” They 
told him to be quiet but that only made him call out more 
loudly. And the other man was calling out as well.

When Jesus came to them, he stopped and asked for them 
to be brought to him. The people said to Bartimaeus, “Don’t 
worry, he’s heard you! Get up, he’s telling you to come!” He 
threw off his coat and jumped to his feet, and both men 
made their way to Jesus.

He said to them, “What do you want me to do?” They said, 
“Lord, we want to see.”

Jesus had compassion on the men when he heard those 
words, and he touched their eyes and said, “Your faith has 
healed you; go on your way.” Immediately they were able 
to see, and they joined the crowd and went down the road 
praising and thanking God. And the people, too, were 
praising God for the wonderful thing that was done that day.

From there Jesus kept going towards Jerusalem, and he 
continued to lead the way.
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Jesus’ Last Week 

SATURDAY
A meal with friends (6.1)
By now Jesus was near Jerusalem and once more he came to 
Bethany. He was at the house of Simon, a man who had been 
healed of leprosy, and Mary and Martha along with Lazarus, 
were there. A special meal was prepared in Jesus’ honour, 
and Martha served the food.

Mary had brought a jar of expensive perfume with her, and 
while everyone was eating she went over to Jesus, broke the 
seal and carefully poured it on his head and over his feet. 
Then she knelt down and wiped his feet with her hair, and 
the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

When the disciples saw this, they said to one another, “Why 
did she do that? What a waste!” One of them, Judas Iscariot, 
said, “That perfume was worth more than a year’s wages. 
It could have been sold and the money given to the poor.” 
And they told her that it was wrong and spoke harshly. Judas 
didn’t really care about those who were poor, he was only 
thinking about the money. He was in charge of their money 
bag, and at times would take some for himself.

Jesus heard what the disciples were saying and said, “Leave 
her alone. Why are you bothering her? She did a wonderful 
thing for me. You will always have poor people to help, but 
you won’t always have me. Mary did what she could, and 
when she poured the perfume over me it was as if I was being 
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prepared for my burial. (Perfumed oil was put on a body 
after death.) Wherever the good news of God’s kingdom is 
preached throughout the world, people will hear about this; 
Mary will always be remembered for what she has done.”

The city waits (6.2)
When people in Jerusalem heard that Jesus was in Bethany, 
they came there to see him. They also wanted to see Lazarus 
because they knew he had been brought back to life. Because 
of this more and more were believing in Jesus, and the 
religious leaders were planning to get rid of Lazarus as well.

It was now six days before the Passover, and people from all 
over Israel were coming to Jerusalem to prepare themselves 
for this important time. When they went to the temple they 
were looking for Jesus and saying to one another, “Where is 
he? Isn’t he going to come?” They knew the religious leaders 
wanted to arrest Jesus and had given an order that anyone 
who saw him had to report it to them.

SUNDAY
A big welcome (6.3)
The next day, Jesus and his followers left Bethany to go into 
Jerusalem. As they came towards Bethphage, a village on the 
side of the Mount of Olives, Jesus said to two of the disciples, 
“Go into the village and as you enter it you will see a donkey, 
with a younger one beside her that has never been ridden. 
Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone speaks to you, 
say that the Lord needs them and will return them shortly.”

They went into the village and it was just as Jesus had said; 
there were two donkeys in the street, tied at a doorway. They 
began to untie them, and the owners standing nearby asked 
them why they were doing this. But when the disciples told 
them who needed the donkeys, they let them have them.
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They brought them to Jesus, and his followers began putting 
their coats across them and he sat on the younger one. Then 
he went along the road riding on the donkey, and everyone 
was spreading their coats down on the road in front of him. 
As he came down the side of the Mount of Olives, they 
thought of all the miracles he had done and were praising 
God and calling out, “Blessed is our king! He comes in the 
Name of the Lord! Peace from heaven and glory to God 
above!”

People who had come for the Passover celebration were 
now hearing about Lazarus, and when they knew Jesus was 
coming they quickly left the city and went to meet him. And 
as he came towards them they were pulling down branches 
of palm trees and putting them on the road in front of him. 
They joined those with Jesus and everyone was calling out, 
“Praise to our God! Praise to the King of Israel, the Son of 
David! Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the 
Lord! Praise God in heaven above!”

And what was taking place had been spoken about by a 
prophet, who said: “Be at peace, people of Jerusalem. Look, 
your king is coming, a man who is gentle, riding on a young 
donkey.”1 At the time the disciples didn’t realise that these 
words were about Jesus. Later, when he had gone back to 
heaven, they thought about that day and understood what 
was written.

Some of the Pharisees were there and they said to Jesus, “Tell 
your followers to stop all this!”

He replied, “If I told them to be quiet, the stones on the road 
would have to call out; I must be given praise.”

Then Jesus came to the city and as he looked at it he was crying, 
and said, “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, if only you had known what 
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would have brought you peace, but you will not see it now. 
Your enemies will surround you so there is no escape and they 
will build a ramp to your walls. Young and old will be put to 
death and every building destroyed because you would not 
believe that God’s own Son had now come to you.”

Then Jesus went into the city riding on the donkey and 
surrounded by his followers, and people watched as he 
came past. They wondered what was happening and were 
asking, “Who is this man?” The crowd with him called back, 
“This is Jesus, from Nazareth in Galilee; his words are from 
God!” The religious leaders were looking on and said to 
one another, “This has to stop; we are getting nowhere. The 
whole world is following him now!”

Jesus went through the streets and when he came to the 
temple, he saw what was taking place there. By now it was 
late in the day, and he and the disciples left the city and went 
to Bethany for the night.

MONDAY
Trouble in Jerusalem (6.4)
Early the next morning Jesus went back to Jerusalem and on 
the way he was feeling hungry. There was a large fig tree near 
the road and he went over to it, but it wasn’t the season for 
figs and there were only leaves.

As Jesus looked at the tree, he thought of how the people of 
Israel had not believed in him and he said, “You will never 
bear fruit again!” (The people had rejected Jesus, and so would 
not produce ‘fruit’, good things in their lives, for God.) And 
when he said those words, the leaves on the tree began to 
wither and die. The disciples were close by and heard what 
he said.

Then Jesus came into the city and went to the temple, and 
just as before the outside area was crowded with people 
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buying and selling sheep and cattle for the Passover. And 
as he had done before, he made everyone leave and pushed 
over the tables and benches of those changing money and 
selling doves. He stopped the people bringing goods to be 
sold and told them, “You know what is written, that God has 
said: ‘My temple will be a place of prayer for all people.’2 You 
have turned it into a place for making money.” The religious 
leaders heard this and were even more determined to have 
him killed because they knew he was speaking about them.

People then gathered round Jesus because they loved hearing 
his teaching, and some who were blind and crippled were 
brought to him and he healed them. Everyone was praising 
and thanking God, and the children were shouting out, “Praise 
God for the Son of David! Praise God for the Son of David!”

But the religious leaders were very angry, and they went up 
to Jesus and said, “Do you know what these children are 
saying?”

He said, “Yes, I do. Have you never read these words that are 
written? A prophet of God has said: ‘From the lips of little 
children you will bring forth praise’”3 And after this he left 
the temple. 

When evening came, Jesus and the disciples left the city and 
again they went to Bethany.

TUESDAY
Faith in God (6.5)
The next morning on the way to Jerusalem they came to 
the fig tree where Jesus had stopped the day before. The 
disciples were amazed to see that the whole tree, its roots 
and branches, was now dead. Peter said, “That’s the tree you 
spoke against!” And the others said, “How did that happen 
so quickly?”
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Jesus said to them, “I tell you this: if you have faith in God and 
do not doubt in your heart, you will do just as I have done. 
It will be as if you told that mountain to hurl itself into the 
sea and it was done. Whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be given to you. If you 
believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer. But 
when you pray, if you are holding anything against anyone, 
forgive them, and your Father in heaven will hear your prayer 
and forgive you.”

Questions are asked (6.6)
When Jesus came into the city he went to the temple, and 
again a crowd gathered round and he was teaching. Some of 
the religious leaders came up to him and said, “What right 
do you have to say these things? Who gave you this right?”

Jesus said, “First, I will ask you a question, and when you 
answer it, I will tell you what right I have. When John 
baptised, who gave him that right? Was it from God, or was 
it of human origin?”

They began discussing this amongst themselves and said, “If 
we say it was from God, he will ask us why we didn’t believe 
what John said. But if we say it was of human origin, the 
people will attack us because they say John was a prophet.” 
So they said, “We can’t tell you; we don’t know.”

Jesus said to them, “Then I won’t tell you what right I have 
to say what I do. Now here is something to think about. A 
man who owned a vineyard had two sons, and there was 
some work he wanted done. The son he asked first said, ‘I’m 
not going to do it.’ But later he changed his mind and did the 
work. The father went to the other son and straight away he 
said, ‘I’ll do that,’ but he didn’t. Which of the two sons did 
what his father wanted?”

They said, “The first, of course.”
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Jesus said to the leaders, “Yes, and I tell you this: tax-collec-
tors and prostitutes are coming into God’s kingdom before 
you. When John was preaching, telling people to turn from 
their sins and follow God’s way, you saw those who were 
being baptised. But you took no notice of John, and refused 
to believe his words were from God.” 

Jesus asks a question (6.7)
Then as the people listened, Jesus told this story: “A man 
owned some land and he decided to plant grapevines. Then 
he put a wall round the land, dug a pit for a winepress and 
built a watchtower. When that had been done, he was going 
to be away for a time. Before he left, he rented the vineyard 
to some men who would look after it for him.

The time came for the grapes to be picked, and the owner 
sent one of his servants to ask for his share of the harvest. 
But when the servant arrived, the men in charge of the 
vineyard attacked him and sent him away. So the owner sent 
another servant, and they beat him badly and sent him away. 
He sent yet another servant and this time they killed him. 
Even after that, he kept sending servants to ask for his share 
of the harvest. But each time they did the same thing; they 
attacked those who came and some they killed.

The owner saw that there was one more thing he could 
do; he would send his son whom he loved very much. He 
thought, ‘If I send my son, surely they will respect him and 
do what he asks.’ When the men in the vineyard saw him they 
said, ‘It’s his son; he’ll own this one day. Let’s kill him and 
then it will be ours.’ So they threw him out of the vineyard 
and killed him.”

Jesus asked the people, “When the owner comes back, what 
do you think he will do?” They said, “He will have those evil 
men put to death and find others to look after the vineyard, 
those who give him his share of the harvest.”
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He said, “Yes, and your place in God’s kingdom will be taken 
from you and given to others, those who produce good 
things for him.”

They said, “May that never happen!”

Jesus replied, “Then what do these words mean, that are 
written? A prophet has said: ‘The block of stone that the 
builders rejected has become the foundation for the whole 
building. God has done this, and it is wonderful to see.’4 I tell 
you, anyone who falls on that block of stone will be badly 
injured; and if it falls on them, they will be crushed.” (Jesus 
was the ‘block of stone’, the foundation of the way God had 
made, for people to come to him.)

The religious leaders knew he was speaking about them and 
wanted to find a way to have him arrested. But they were 
afraid of what the people might do because they believed his 
words were from God. So they decided to wait and went away.

After that Jesus said to the people, “The kingdom of God is 
like this. A king was going to hold a wedding celebration for 
his son and he invited many people. When the time came 
he sent his servants to tell those he had invited to come. But 
when the servants went to them, they all refused to come. So 
the king sent more of his servants and said, ‘Tell everyone to 
come; the food has been prepared and everything is ready.’ 
But the people took no notice and went off to do their usual 
work; some even attacked the servants and killed them.

The king was furious when he heard this. He sent his 
soldiers to kill those who had attacked his servants and burn 
their houses to the ground. Then he said to other servants, 
‘Everything is ready but those I invited didn’t deserve to 
come. Go into the town, stand on the street corners and tell 
anyone you see to come.’ The servants did this and brought 
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everyone they could find, good and bad alike, and the room 
was filled with people.

Then the king arrived to welcome everyone and he 
noticed that one man wasn't wearing the right clothes for a 
royal wedding. The king was amazed and said to him, ‘Did 
you think you could come here like that?’ The man had 
nothing to say. The king told his servants, ‘Take him away 
and throw him outside into the dark; all he’ll have is sadness 
and pain.’” (The people of Israel had rejected Jesus and so 
others would come into God’s kingdom, and in the way that 
God said to come.)

Then Jesus said, “Many are invited by God but few are 
chosen, those who will come to him.”

Another question (6.8)
The Pharisees were wanting to trap Jesus into saying 
something they could use against him, and they told some 
of their followers together with supporters of Herod to listen 
to Jesus and pretend to believe in him. They would ask him 
a question and if what he said was against the Romans, he 
could be arrested and taken to the Roman Governor.

So they went to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we know you are 
someone who does what is right; you speak only the truth, 
and tell people to live in the way that God says to live. And you 
take no notice of what others say, no matter how important 
they are. What do you say then, about paying taxes to Caesar, 
the Emperor? Should we pay them or shouldn’t we?”

Jesus knew their motives and how false the question was, 
and he said, “You hypocrites, you want to trap me by what I 
say. Show me the coin for paying the tax.”

They brought one of the coins and he held it up and said, 
“Whose face is on this? And whose name is there?”
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They answered, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said, “Then give to Caesar 
what must be given to Caesar; and give to God what must be 
given to him.”

Those who asked the question were amazed at Jesus’ answer; 
there wasn’t anything they could use against him. They said 
nothing more and went away.

More questions (6.9)
After that, some religious leaders from another group, 
the Sadducees, came to Jesus with a question; this group 
taught that there would not be a resurrection, a greater 
life with God. They asked him, “Teacher, Moses told the 
people that when a man dies without having children, his 
brother must marry the widow to give her children who 
would inherit her husband’s property.5 What if there were 
seven brothers and the eldest one died without leaving 
any children? The second brother would then marry 
his widow. But supposing he also died without leaving 
children and the third brother married her, and the same 
thing happened until all seven brothers had married the 
one woman. What we want to know is this: if there is a 
resurrection, which brother will be her husband, because 
all seven had married her?”

Jesus replied, “What you ask shows how wrong your teaching 
is. You don’t know what is written, that God has said; and 
you don’t know God’s power, what he can do. In this life, 
men and women marry. But in the greater life that will be 
given, there won’t be marriage and there won’t be death; 
those who are with God will be like the angels. And the life 
they have will be from God, as his children.

You know about Moses, when he was in the desert. God 
spoke to him and said, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’6 Those men had died, but to 
God they were alive. He is the God of living people, not of 
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the dead; to him all are alive. What you teach is completely 
wrong.”

Again the people were amazed at Jesus’ words. Some of the 
teachers of God’s laws were there and they said, “That was a good 
answer.”

The Pharisees heard how well Jesus had answered the others, 
and they decided to ask one more question. One of them 
who knew the laws well went to him and asked, “Which of 
God’s laws is the most important?”

Jesus replied, “The most important law begins with these 
words: ‘People of Israel, the Lord God is our God; he alone 
is God.’ Then it says: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with your all soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.’7 And the next most important law is like it: 
‘Love others as you yourself would want to be loved.’8 All of 
God’s laws and the words of his prophets are based on those 
two laws; there are none greater than these.”

The man who had asked the question said, “Teacher, what you 
say is right. The Lord alone is God; there are no other gods. 
And to love God with our whole being, with all our heart and 
mind and strength, and to love others as we ourselves would 
want to be loved, is more important than our religious activi-
ties, the sacrifices and offerings that we bring.”

Jesus saw how well he understood and said, “You are close to 
being in the kingdom of God.”

A final question (6.10)
Later that day Jesus was again outside the temple surrounded 
by people and he was teaching. Some of the Pharisees were 
there and he put a question to them and said, “What do you 
know about the Messiah? Who will he be?” They replied, 
“He will be a man from King David’s line.”
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Jesus said, “Why do you say he will be no more than that? In the 
Book of Psalms there are these words of David, spoken through 
the Holy Spirit: ‘The Lord God said to my Lord, “Sit at my right 
hand until you rule and I place those against you under your 
feet.”’9 The Messiah will rule one day, and David called him 
‘Lord’. He must be far greater than what you have said.”

None of the leaders could say anything to this, and from 
that day they didn’t dare ask him another thing. They were 
even more determined to have him killed but couldn’t find 
a way to carry it out, because every day he was at the temple 
surrounded by people wanting to hear every word he said.

When it was evening Jesus left the city and went to the 
Mount of Olives, and he spent the night there. (As before, he 
went there to be alone and to pray.)

WEDNESDAY
About the religious leaders (6.11)
Early the next day Jesus went back into the city to the temple, 
and once more people gathered round him. First he spoke to 
the disciples and said, “The religious leaders teach the laws 
God gave through Moses, and so you must be careful to do 
what they say. But your lives have to be very different from 
theirs; they don’t live by what they teach. Everything they do 
is for people to see. They carry big religious books with them, 
and walk round in long flowing coats with large religious 
symbols on them; and they like standing in the market place 
for people to speak to them with respect. They have the most 
important seats in the synagogue, and at special meals they 
sit in the places for important guests. They load people down 
with rules that are hard to obey, and do nothing to ease the 
hardship caused by the rules. They take a woman’s house 
when her husband dies and say that the money must go to 
the temple. And they stand praying long prayers for people 
to see. I tell you, these men will be punished severely.
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And they love being called ‘Rabbi’ as a sign of respect. 
None of you is to be called that; I am your Teacher and you are 
like brothers one to one another. You are not to call anyone 
on earth ‘father’; you have one Father, who is in heaven. And 
you are not to be called ‘instructors’; you have someone to 
instruct you, the Messiah, who came from heaven. Those 
who are leaders must be a servant to others. Anyone who 
makes themselves great will be humbled by God, and those 
who humble themselves will be great in his sight.”

Religious leaders were now there, and Jesus said to them, 
“It will be bad for you Pharisees and teachers of God’s laws; 
you will be punished, you hypocrites! You shut the door of 
God’s kingdom with people standing outside. You yourselves 
won’t come in, and stop those who are trying to come. You 
religious men will be punished, you hypocrites! You travel 
far and wide to get one more person to follow your teaching; 
and when they do, they don’t truly know God and are going 
to hell even more certainly than you are. Yes, it will be bad 
for you! You are blind to God, and think you can show 
people the way to him! You say that when someone makes a 
promise, it depends on the words if it has to be kept. You tell 
people that if they say, ‘I promise by the temple’, or ‘by the 
altar’, it doesn’t have to be kept. But if they say ‘I promise by 
the gold of the temple’, or ‘by the gift on the altar’, or even ‘by 
heaven’, those words make the promise stronger. You fools, 
you are so blind! Everything in the temple and on the altar 
belongs to God, and heaven is where he lives. A promise 
using any of those words is made in God’s Name.”

And as before Jesus said, “You religious leaders and teachers, 
you will be punished, you hypocrites! You give God a tenth 
of the tiny plants in your gardens, and ignore what really 
matters, like being kind and fair and faithful. These are 
the things you should be doing, as well as giving to God. 
You are blind, you leaders and teachers! You are so careful 
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about small things, and care nothing about those that are far 
greater.

You will certainly be punished, you hypocrites, it will be 
bad for you! You go through a washing ceremony to make 
your cups and dishes ‘clean’ on the outside, but you your-
selves are full of greed and selfishness on the inside. How 
blind you are! Make yourselves clean within, and then what 
you eat from will be ‘clean’. Yes, you religious teachers and 
leaders, you will be punished! You are like marble tombs 
in a cemetery, beautiful to look at, and with rotting bodies 
and decaying bones inside. You appear to be doing what is 
right and good, but are full of lies and every kind of evil. 
All of you religious leaders, it will be bad for you! You build 
monuments to the prophets and look after their graves and 
say, ‘They killed those men of God; we would never have 
done that.’ But you know who killed them, it was the leaders 
before you; and you are just like them. Go on then; complete 
all the evil that they began.

You scheming liars, you snakes who twist and turn to 
hide from the truth, how can you escape being sent to hell? 
Because of you, I send prophets and teachers and others 
with wise words from God. Some of them you will kill and 
crucify, others will be beaten in your synagogues and chased 
from one town to the next. I tell you this: you are going to 
bear the punishment for what has been done from the very 
beginning; Adam’s son was killed because he worshiped God, 
and Zechariah was killed in the temple in front of the altar. 
Yes, the punishment for all that you and those like you have 
done, will fall on you!” (Again, Jerusalem would be destroyed 
by a Roman army, with great loss of life.)

Then Jesus cried out, “Jerusalem, people of Jerusalem, you 
kill the prophets and stone to death those God sends to you! 
How many times have I longed to gather you to myself like 
a hen gathers her chickens under her wings, but you would 
not come. Your city will be empty and deserted. I tell you, 
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you will not see me again until I return and you are saying, 
‘Praise God! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of 
the Lord!’”  And after saying these things, he left the temple.

Judas turns against Jesus (6.12)
Later that day the religious leaders and teachers met 
together in the large house of Caiaphas, the high priest. And 
once more they talked about finding a way of having Jesus 
arrested secretly and then put to death. But they knew they 
would have to act quickly because the Passover celebrations 
began in two days’ time, and the city would be crowded with 
people. They said, “We won’t be able to do anything then; 
there might be a riot.”

At the same time as this, something else was taking place. 
For some time one of the disciples, Judas, had been thinking 
about turning Jesus over to the religious leaders and getting 
money for doing it. As he thought more about this, Satan 
entered him and he decided to go to the leaders and the 
officers in charge of the temple guards. He told them he 
would help them arrest Jesus, and asked how much he would 
be paid.

The religious leaders were very pleased to hear what Judas 
said, and promised to pay him well. They counted out thirty 
silver coins and gave them to him, and he told them he 
would go ahead with his plan.

And from then on, he was looking for a way to hand Jesus 
over to them without the people knowing what was done.

Following Jesus (6.13)
Later that day Jesus was outside the temple, and he was sitting 
across from where the offering box was placed. He watched 
as people came and put their money into the box; some of 
them were very wealthy and throwing in large amounts. 
Then a widow came along and she was very poor. She had 
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brought two small copper coins worth hardly anything, and 
she carefully put them into the box along with the money 
others had given.

Jesus called the disciples to him and said, “That widow has 
given more than anyone else. The others gave some of their 
wealth; but she, poor as she is, gave everything – all that she 
had to live on.”

In Jerusalem at that time were people from other countries; 
they followed the Jewish religion and had come for the 
Passover. They had heard about Jesus and went to one of 
the disciples, Philip, and said, “We would like to see Jesus.” 
Philip then told Andrew, and they took the people to him.

Again there was a crowd round Jesus, and he said for 
everyone to hear, “The time has come for the greatness of the 
Son to be seen. I tell you this: a grain of wheat stays as one 
unless the wheat is cut down and dies; that grain produces 
many more when planted. (Those who allowed themselves to 
‘die’, who gave themselves fully to God, would produce much 
for him.) All who hold on to their life, in the end will lose it. 
But those who give up their life for me, will have life forever. 
Whoever serves me must follow me; and wherever I am at 
work in the world, my servants will be there also. My Father 
honours those who serve me.”

And then Jesus said, “I know what will soon take place and 
my heart is heavy. I could call out to my Father, ‘Don’t let 
me go through this!’ But I can’t do that; it was for this very 
reason that I came.” And he cried out, “Father, give glory to 
your Name!”

Immediately there was a voice from heaven: “I have given 
glory to my Name, and I will do it again.” (God’s glory and 
greatness had been seen in the past, and would be seen again 
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through Jesus.10) Some of the people thought that this was 
thunder, and others said an angel had spoken to him.

Jesus said, “That was my Father’s voice, and it was for you. 
The time has come for Satan’s judgement to begin; the 
power of Satan, who rules this world, will now be broken. 
And when I am lifted up I will draw all people to myself.” 
(Jesus would be put up on a cross and there he would pay for 
all sin; and Satan’s power over people would then be broken.)

Some of the crowd called out, “We’ve been told that the 
Messiah will be with us forever.11 Are you going to leave us? 
You call yourself the Son of Man. Who exactly are you?”

Jesus replied, “The light from God will be with you for only 
a little longer, so come to the light before there is darkness. 
Those who walk in darkness do not know where they are 
going. Believe in this light, and you will be people of light.”

After saying these things, Jesus left the temple to be away 
from the crowd.

The people don’t believe (6.14)
Although the people had seen Jesus do many miracles, they 
would not believe in him, that he was from God. Many 
years before, the prophet Isaiah had seen a vision of Jesus in 
heaven, and he had said: ‘Lord, will they believe what they 
hear? When they see your power will they understand that 
you are from God?’12

And the reason they would not believe was just as God had 
said: ‘Their hearts are hard towards me, and their eyes are 
closed to me. If they opened their eyes they would see; if 
their hearts were softened they would understand and turn 
to me, and I would heal them.”13
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There were many, even among the leaders, who believed 
Jesus was from God. But they were afraid of the Pharisees, 
that they would stop them coming to the temple or the 
synagogue, and so they said nothing. They wanted others to 
think well of them, rather than God.

Jesus leaves the temple (6.15)
Jesus went to the temple once more, and again people 
gathered round him. He called out for everyone to hear, 
“Those who believe in me do not believe in me alone; they 
believe in the One who sent me. When people see me, they 
see the One who sent me. I have come into the world as a 
light; no-one who believes in me will remain in darkness. As 
for those who hear my words and reject them, I do not pass 
judgement on them now. I haven’t come to judge the world; 
I came to save it. But one day all who reject me and my 
words will face judgement; the very words I have spoken will 
condemn them. Nothing I have said comes from myself; the 
Father who sent me commanded me to say all I have said to 
you. And I know that what he commanded gives life forever. 
Everything I have said is exactly what the Father has told me 
to say.” And after saying these things, he left the temple.

As they were leaving, the disciples looked at the stone-work 
and decorations of the temple and other buildings, and they 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, aren’t these magnificent buildings? 
Look at the huge blocks of stone that were used.”

He said, “Do you see these huge buildings? I tell you, the day 
is coming when every part of them will be torn down; not one 
block of stone will be left standing on another.” Then he took the 
disciples out of the city and they went to the Mount of Olives.

‘There will be trouble in the world’ (6.16)
When they were there, four of the disciples, Peter, Andrew, 
James and John came to Jesus, and from where they were 
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sitting the temple could be seen. The disciples asked, “When 
will these things happen that you are telling us about? And 
what will we look for so we know you are coming and the 
end is near?”

Jesus said to them, “My followers must be careful because 
there will be many claiming to be the Messiah and saying 
that the end is near, and many will be deceived. Those who 
are mine must have nothing to do with them. At first there 
will be war in many places and much talk of war, but they 
are not to be fearful. This has to take place; the end will not 
be just yet. One country will fight another country, and one 
group will fight another group. There will also be famines 
and plagues and earthquakes in different parts of the world. 
All this is only the beginning; much worse will follow.”

‘There will be trouble for my followers’ (6.17)
Jesus went on to say, “Towards the end there will be great 
trouble for those who follow me. They will be attacked in the 
synagogues and arrested and taken to the authorities; they 
will be thrown into prison and badly treated and beaten. 
They will be brought before important people and powerful 
leaders, and they will speak about me. And when they are 
facing trial, they must decide beforehand not to worry about 
what to say or how to answer; they will be given words at 
the time by God’s Spirit. It won’t be them speaking, it will be 
the Holy Spirit speaking through them. And none of those 
against them will be able to contradict them or prove them 
wrong, because of the words and understanding that I will 
give them through the Spirit.

Even their families will be against those who follow me. 
One brother will turn against another brother and have him 
put to death. Parents will be against their children, children 
against their parents, relatives against relatives, and friends 
against friends. They will be hated by everyone because 
of me. But they must be strong and stand firm, and keep 
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trusting in me. And as my followers go from place to place 
speaking about me, if they are attacked in one town, they 
must go on to the next. I tell you, before they can go to every 
town in Israel, the time for me to return will have come.

During this time people will cease believing in God, and 
they will turn against each other and hate one another. Many 
false preachers and prophets will appear, and they will deceive 
many; there will be so much evil that most people’s love for 
God will fade away. But those who stand firm to the end will 
be saved; not one hair of their head will be lost from me. The 
good news of God’s kingdom will be preached all over the 
world for every nation to hear, and then the end will come.”

‘There will be trouble for Israel’ (6.18)
“And as the end draws closer there will be great trouble in 
Israel and much anger towards its people. Invading armies 
will come and surround Jerusalem, and this will be the sign 
that terrible destruction is about to occur, just as is written.14 
As the armies advance there will be great distress throughout 
Israel with fighting everywhere, and many will be killed or 
taken away as prisoners of war. Jerusalem itself will fall and 
remain under the control of foreign powers until that part of 
God’s plan has been completed.

After this something disgraceful against God will 
take place in Jerusalem, the city where he alone must be 
worshiped. (The image of an evil leader will be worshiped 
there.) The prophet Daniel wrote about this, and when people 
see what is happening, they must remember his words and 
know that a time of even greater trouble is coming soon.15 
Anyone living in that part of Israel should escape to the 
mountains. Those in the city itself must leave at once; no-one 
in the surrounding area is to go there for safety. Anyone in 
an upstairs room must not go downstairs to take anything 
with them; they should leave straight away. And no-one on 
a farm is to go back to the house for clothes. Everyone must 
get away as fast as they can.
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It will be a time of great hardship, especially for pregnant 
women and mothers with babies. Pray that people won’t have 
to flee in the middle of winter, or on a Sabbath when some 
might not travel. The fighting and destruction will be worse 
than anything that has ever happened before on earth, or 
will happen again.  It will be so bad that unless God brings it 
to an end, no-one there will survive. But for the sake of those 
who are his, he will bring it to an end.”

‘There will be false Messiahs and prophets’ (6.19)
“And during this time people will say that the Messiah has 
come, that he is ‘here’ or he is ‘there’. But my followers must 
not listen to them. False Messiahs and false prophets will 
appear and do all kinds of miracles and amazing things, and 
deceive even those who are mine if they could. But they must 
be careful and remember what I have said. So if someone 
says, ‘The Messiah is out in the desert,’ no-one is to go there. 
Or if another person says, ‘The Messiah has come in secret,’ 
they are not to be believed. Because just as lightning is seen 
when it flashes across the sky, I will be seen by everyone 
when I come again. You ask what people should look for to 
know that the end is near. There is a saying, ‘Where a dead 
animal lies, vultures are seen in the sky above’. And when 
people see all that is happening, they will know that the time 
for me to return has come.”

‘There will be trouble all over the world’ (6.20)
“After the terrible events in Israel, frightening things will 
occur in the heavens above and on earth below. The sun will 
become dark, the moon no longer shine and the stars will 
move from their places. The whole of the heavens will be 
shaken, and the seas become raging and violent. People will 
be terrified and overcome with fear, wondering what will 
happen next, when everything round them is out of control.”



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

174

‘Then I will come’ (6.21)
“Then I will come from heaven through the clouds, with 
great power and in a blaze of glory. All people on earth will 
see me as I come, and there will be a cry of sadness from 
those who have rejected me. And with a trumpet call I will 
send angels to every part of the world, and all who belong to 
me will be brought to me.

So when those who follow me see the things I am telling 
you about, they must look up at the skies and keep watching, 
because it means I will be coming soon. When a tree has 
new leaves it means summer is coming; and when people see 
what is happening, they will know that God’s kingdom on 
earth is coming, and very soon. I tell you, the generation of 
people living today will continue on until all I have told you 
has taken place. Even heaven and earth will one day come 
to an end, but the words I say are true forever. (Again, at the 
end of all things a new heaven will come down to a new earth.) 
But as for the exact day and hour when I will come, no-one 
knows; neither the angels in heaven nor I myself know. Only 
my Father in heaven knows when it will be.”

‘Be ready’ (6.22)
After Jesus told the disciples these things, he said, “Right up 
to the day that I come people will be living as though nothing 
will happen, just as they did long ago in Noah’s time. The 
people then were doing what they did each day, eating and 
drinking, their sons and daughters being married, and they 
knew nothing of what was about to take place. But one day 
God told Noah and his family to go inside the large enclosed 
boat he had said to build. Then heavy rain fell, floodwaters rose 
rapidly, and everyone except Noah and his family lost their 
lives.16 It will be as unexpected as that, when I come again.

It was the same for the people in the city of Sodom, 
when a man called Lot was living there. Everyone was going 
about their daily lives, eating and drinking, buying and 
selling, planting and building. But one day God told Lot to 
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quickly take his family and leave. Then burning rocks and 
clouds of ash fell from the sky and the city was destroyed.17 
When I come again that’s how sudden it will be. You know 
what happened to Lot’s wife; she stopped to look back, was 
covered in ash, and died.

And when I come, two men will be working in a field; 
one will be taken from me, and the other left, to be with 
me. Two people will be asleep in the same room; one will be 
taken and the other left. Two women will be preparing food 
together; one will be taken and the other left.

So those who follow me must be careful and make sure 
they are ready, living for me. If they are just eating and 
drinking, living for pleasure and consumed by worries, the 
day will come on them suddenly like a trap. And it will be 
like that for the whole world, everyone living at that time. 
But my followers must be ready, waiting for when I come. 
They must pray to be kept safe and free from evil and able 
to come into my presence. And I say again, they must keep 
watching and be ready and waiting for me, because no-one 
knows when that day will be.”

‘Some won’t be ready’ (6.23)
Then Jesus said, “When God’s kingdom comes it will be like 
this. A wedding celebration was about to begin, and the bride-
groom was to be welcomed by ten young girls each holding 
a lighted oil lamp. But he was a long time coming and while 
they were waiting, the oil in their lamps was being used up. 
Five of them were ready for this and had brought more oil 
with them, but the other five were careless and hadn’t. And 
as they all waited, they became tired and fell asleep.

Then suddenly at midnight someone called out, ‘The 
bridegroom is coming! Go and meet him!’ The girls quickly 
woke up and were making their lamps burn brightly. Those 
who hadn’t brought more oil saw that theirs were going 
out and said to the others, ‘Can we have some of your oil?’ 
But the girls said, ‘No, there won’t be enough for us. You’ll 
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have to go and buy some.’ While they were on their way the 
bridegroom arrived, and the girls with their lamps burning 
brightly went inside with him. Then the door was shut and 
the celebrations began. When the others came back they 
stood outside calling out, ‘Please open the door! Let us in!’ 
But the bridegroom replied, ‘I can’t; I don’t know you!’ And 
so I say once more, my followers must be ready for when I 
come, because they will not know the day or the hour when 
it will be.”

‘Keep working for God’ (6.24)
“And until God’s kingdom comes it will be like this. The 
master of a large house was about to go on a journey, leaving 
three servants in charge of his money while he was away. One 
servant was given five bags of gold, one was given two bags 
and the other was given one bag, according to their ability 
to use the money. Then the master left to go on his journey. 
The man who had been given five bags of gold immediately 
put them to work and made five more bags of gold. The man 
with two bags of gold did the same, and made two more bags 
of gold. But the man with one bag of gold went and dug a 
hole in the ground and hid it away.

After a long time, the master came back and wanted to 
know how his money had been used. The man who had been 
given five bags of gold brought them along with the other 
five he had made and said, ‘You trusted me with five bags of 
gold, and look, I have five more to give you’ His master said, 
‘Well done! You’ve been a good and faithful servant, and did 
as I asked. You carried out the task I gave you with some of 
my possessions, and now I will put you in charge of much 
more. Come and we’ll celebrate together!’ The man who had 
been given two bags of gold brought the other two he had 
made, and his master said the same to him.

Then the man who had been given one bag of gold came. 
He said, ‘Sir, I was afraid to use your money because I knew 
what you are like, that you have to be given something, so I 
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hid it away and kept it safe. Here it is, I’m giving it back to you.’ 
His master was furious when he heard that and said, ‘What 
a lazy servant you are! You knew what I am like. Why didn’t 
you give it to the money-lenders to earn interest for me when 
I returned?’

Then the master said, ‘Take that bag of gold from him 
and give it to the man with ten. Those who use what I give 
them will be given more to use for me, much more than at 
first. But those who don’t use what they’ve been given will 
have it taken away, losing whatever they had. Now take this 
useless servant away and throw him out into the darkness; 
all he’ll have is sadness and regret.’” (Again, people were to 
keep working for God, until his kingdom came.)

‘There will be two groups’ (6.25)
Finally, Jesus said, “When I come again I will come in great 
glory and with the angels of heaven, and I will rule from my 
throne of glory. (As before, Jesus will rule from Jerusalem.) 
All people will be brought before me, and I will separate 
them just as a shepherd separates his sheep from his goats. 
One group will be on my right and the other on my left.

First I will say to those on my right, ‘Come, you who are 
blessed and greatly loved by my Father. Receive your inher-
itance, your place in God’s kingdom, prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world. I was hungry and you gave me 
food; I was thirsty and you gave me a drink; I knew no-one 
and you asked me in; I needed clothes and you gave me some; 
I was sick and you looked after me; I was in jail and you 
visited me.’ Then those who are mine will say, ‘Lord, what 
do you mean? When did we see you like that and do those 
things for you?’ And I will say, ‘Whenever you did them for 
even the least of my brothers and sisters here with me, you 
did them for me.’ (There would be much suffering for God’s 
people before Jesus came.)

Then I will say to those on my left, ‘Leave me, you are 
full of evil. Go to the place prepared for Satan and his evil 
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spirits, where the fire burns forever. I was hungry and you 
gave me nothing to eat; I was thirsty and you didn’t give me 
a drink; I knew no-one and you didn’t ask me in; I needed 
clothes and you didn’t give me any; I was sick and in prison 
and you didn’t care about me.’ And they will say, ‘Lord, what 
do you mean? When did we see you like that and didn’t do 
those things for you?’ Then I will say, ‘Whenever you didn’t 
do them for even the least of my brothers and sisters here 
with me, you didn’t do them for me.’ These people will be 
taken away to be punished forever, but those who belong to 
God will be with him forever.”

After Jesus had told the disciples these things, he said, “In 
two days’ time it will be the Passover, and I will be handed 
over to the authorities and put to death on a cross.” (And as 
before, they didn’t understand and couldn’t take this in.)

The disciples then went back into the city, and that night 
Jesus stayed on the Mount of Olives. 



179

Jesus’ Last Meal 

THURSDAY
The last meal together (7.1)
The following day the disciples came to Jesus on the Mount 
of Olives. The Passover celebrations were about to begin and 
they asked him where they would be having the Passover 
meal together. (Jewish people had a special meal at this time.)

Jesus told Peter and John to go into the city and get the meal 
ready. They asked, “Where will we do that?”

He said to them, “As you come into the city you will meet 
a man carrying a water jar on his shoulder. Go with him 
and say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says the 
time God has chosen for him has come, and he will have the 
Passover meal with his disciples at your house. He asks you 
to show us the room we can use.’ He will take you to a large 
upstairs room with a table and everything you need. Prepare 
the meal for us there.”

So Peter and John went into Jerusalem and it was just as Jesus 
had said. When they came to the house they were taken to 
the room and they got the meal ready.

Later that day towards evening, Jesus and the disciples left 
the Mount of Olives and went into the city. They came to 
the house where the meal had been prepared, and they went 
upstairs and took their places round the table.
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Jesus knew he would soon be leaving the world and going 
back to his Father. He loved his disciples and would love 
them to the end, and said to them, “I’ve been wanting to 
have this meal with you before my time of suffering. I won’t 
be with you like this again until I return and God’s kingdom 
comes, and the full meaning of this meal is seen.” (At the 
meal Jewish people remembered the time when they had begun 
their journey to the land God had given them, to worship and 
serve him there.1)

Then as they began to eat Jesus took the cup of wine, gave 
thanks to God, and passed it to the disciples and said, “Have 
some, all of you. I won’t be having wine with you again until 
the kingdom of God has come.” 

Along with the others Judas was there, and he was now 
planning to turn Jesus over to the religious leaders. But Jesus 
knew that his Father had placed everything into his hands, 
and that soon he would be with him again.

‘Serve one another’ (7.2)
While everyone was eating, Jesus got up from the table, 
took off his outer clothing, tied a towel round his waist and 
poured water into a bowl. Then he began going from one 
disciple to the next, washing their feet and drying them with 
the towel.

When Jesus came to Peter with the bowl of water, Peter said, 
“Lord, you’re not going to wash my feet, are you?”

Jesus said, “You don’t understand why I’m doing this, but 
later you will.” Peter said, “I won’t let you do it.”

Jesus said, “If I can’t wash your feet, you can’t have anything 
to do with me.” Peter quickly said, “Lord, then not just my 
feet, wash all of me, hands and head as well!”
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Jesus replied, “Those who have already washed need only 
wash their feet to be clean. And all of you except one are 
truly clean.” He knew which disciple had turned against him.

When Jesus had finished, he put his clothing back on and 
took his place at the table. Then he said to them all, “Do you 
understand what I have done? You call me Teacher and Lord, 
and it is right that you do; a servant is never greater than his 
master, and someone given a message is lesser than the one 
sending it. But I have washed your feet, and so you must 
follow my example and be like servants, one to another. And 
now that you know this, God’s blessing will be on you when 
you carry it out. Again I tell you, when people accept those I 
send they are accepting me; and when they accept me, they 
accept the One who sent me.”

‘One of you is against me’ (7.3)
Then Jesus said, “But what I’ve been saying isn’t true for all 
of you; I know those I have chosen. These words are written: 
‘Someone eating with me has turned against me.’2 I am telling 
you this now so that when it takes place you will believe even 
more that I am from God.”

As they were eating, Jesus became distressed and sad, and he 
said, “One of you is going to hand me over to those against 
me. It’s someone here, having this meal with me.”

The disciples were now worried, and they looked at each 
other and were asking one another who it could be. Then 
one by one they said, “Lord, you don’t mean me, do you?”

Jesus replied, “One of you sharing this food with me has 
turned against me. And I will be taken away, just as is 
written.3 But it will be terrible for the man who does this. It 
would be better for him if he had never been born.”
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Then Judas said, “Teacher, you don’t mean me, do you?” 
Jesus looked at him and said, “I do; you’re the one.”

Peter didn’t know what had been said, and he made a sign to 
one of the disciples, the one whom Jesus particularly loved, 
and said, “Ask him who he means.” (The disciple was John.) 
He was beside Jesus, and he leaned closer to him and said, 
“Lord, who is it?”

Jesus took a piece of bread and said, “It’s the man I give this 
to.” Then he dipped the bread into a dish and gave it to Judas. 
He reached out and took the bread, and Satan fully entered 
him. 

Jesus said to him, “Go ahead; do what you are going to do.”

The others didn’t know what Jesus meant. Judas was in 
charge of the money-bag, and they thought he was buying 
more food for the meal, or going to help someone in need.

Judas ate the bread, got up from the table and left the house. 
Night had come and he went out into the dark.

‘Remember me like this’ (7.4)
The meal continued and while they were eating, Jesus took 
some more of the bread and gave thanks to God. Then he 
broke it into pieces and gave it to the disciples and said, 
“Take this bread and eat it; it represents my body that I am 
giving for you. When you are eating together and having 
bread and wine, remember what I did for you.”

At the end of the meal, Jesus again took the cup of wine, gave 
thanks to God and passed it to the disciples and said, “Have 
some, all of you; it represents my blood that will be poured 
out for you. God has made a new way for sins to be forgiven; 
my blood will pay for the sins of many people.”4
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And once more he said, “I won’t be with you like this until 
the kingdom of God has come.”

‘I am leaving you’ (7.5)
When the meal was over, the disciples were talking together 
and they began to argue about who was more important. 
Jesus said to them, “A ruler makes his people obey him, and 
others in authority say it is for their good. But that’s not how 
you are to be. The one who is important must be like the 
youngest, giving place to others; and the leader must be like 
a servant, giving himself to others. At a special meal, who is 
more important? It’s not those serving the food. I came from 
heaven, but I have been a servant to you.”

Then Jesus said, “The time has come for my glory to be seen 
so the Father’s glory is seen in the Son. And when glory is 
seen in the Son, glory immediately goes to the Father. And 
now I am giving you a new rule to obey: Love one another. 
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. And 
when people see this, they will know that you truly are my 
followers, if you love one another. My friends, I will be with 
you a little longer and then I will leave you. As I told the 
people, you will not know where I am; and for now you 
cannot come where I am going.”

Peter said, “Lord, where will you be going?”

Jesus said, “You cannot come just yet, but later you will. You 
men have stood by me when others were against me, and 
I will give you a place of honour in my Father’s kingdom, 
just as he has given me my place of honour. You will eat and 
drink at my table, and be watching over the people of Israel 
who are mine, as they worship me.”

Peter replied, “Lord, why can’t I come now where you are going? 
If I have to, I’ll fight for you. I would give my life for you.”
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Jesus said to him, “Are you sure you would? Satan has asked 
for permission to shake the faith of all of you. But I have 
prayed for you, Peter, that your devotion to me will not fail. 
You will turn away, but when you have turned back you will 
help others to be strong and follow me.”

Peter said, “Lord, I’m willing to go to prison with you and 
die with you!”

Jesus replied, “I tell you, before the night is over, before a 
bird calls out twice, you will say three times to those round 
you that you have nothing to do with me.”  

‘Trust in me’ (7.6)
After that Jesus said to the disciples, “Don’t let yourselves be 
troubled because I am leaving you. You trust in God, that he 
is with you; trust in me also. There are many places for people 
where my Father is, and I am going there to prepare a place 
for you; I wouldn’t say that if it wasn’t true. And because I 
am preparing a place for you, I will come again and take you 
to be with me so you will be where I am. You know the way 
to where I am going.”

Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so 
how can we know the way?”

Jesus said, “I am going to the Father. And I am the way, the 
truth and the life to him; no-one comes to the Father unless 
they come through me. If you truly know me, you will know 
my Father also. And so from now on you know him and 
have seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father, and that will be all we 
need.”

Jesus replied, “You have been with me for so long now, Philip, 
and still you don’t know who I am? If you have seen me, you 
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have seen the Father. Why then do you ask me to show you 
the Father? Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and 
that the Father is in me? Nothing I say or do is by my own 
authority. No, it is the Father living in me, who gives me 
these words and does his work through me.

Believe me when I say that I am in the Father, and that 
the Father is in me. But if you find it difficult to believe, 
then at least believe because of the miracles you have seen. 
I tell you this: anyone who believes in me will do what I 
have done; and they will do even greater things because I 
am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my 
Name so the Father is given glory through the Son. You 
may ask me for anything in my Name, and I will do it.”

‘Love me and obey me’ (7.7)
Then Jesus said, “If you love me, keep my commands, what 
I have told you to do. And I will ask the Father, and he will 
give you someone else alongside you to help you and to be 
with you forever; he is the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of truth. 
The world against God cannot accept the Spirit because it 
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, because 
he is with you and soon will live within you.

I won’t leave you like children without parents; I will 
come back to you. Soon the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me. And when you see me, then you will know 
that I am in the Father, and that you are in me and I am in 
you. And because I live, you also will live. Those who know 
my commands and keep them, they are the ones who love 
me. And they will be loved by my Father; and I too will love 
them and show myself to them.”

Then the other disciple called Judas (not Judas Iscariot), 
asked, “Lord, why will you show yourself just to us and not 
to everyone?”
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Jesus replied, “Those who love me will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love them, and through the Spirit we will come to 
them and make our home in them. Those who do not love 
me will not obey my teaching. The words you are hearing are 
not my own; they are the words of my Father who sent me. 
I am telling you these things while I am still with you. After 
I go, the One alongside you, whom the Father will send in 
my Name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. I will leave you with peace in 
your hearts; it is my peace that I give you. I do not give the 
kind of peace that this world gives. Don’t let your hearts be 
troubled, and don’t be afraid.

I have told you that I will leave you and then come back 
to you. After that I will go back to the Father; if you have 
loved me you will be glad, because the Father is greater than 
I. And I am telling you this now so that when it takes place 
you will  fully believe in me. I cannot say much more because 
I am going to be taken away; Satan, the ruler of this world, 
is coming soon to do his work. He has no hold over me, but 
he is coming so the world will see that I love the Father and 
do exactly what he has commanded me to do. Come now, we 
must go.” And they got ready to leave. 

‘Keep living in me’ (7.8)
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “I am the true vine, come 
from heaven, and my Father is the one in charge of the 
vine. (Israel was to be like a vineyard, with its people the 
branches of the vines producing ‘fruit’ for God.5) When one 
of my branches does not produce fruit, my Father cuts the 
branch off the vine. But when a branch produces fruit he 
prunes it, making it clean through his words of truth, so it 
produces more fruit for him. You have already been made 
clean because you have taken in the words I have said to you.

Keep living in me, as I also keep living in you. No branch 
of a vine can produce fruit by itself; it must be living in the 
vine. In the same way, you cannot produce anything for God 
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unless you are living in me. I am the vine and you are the 
branches. If you are living in me and I am living in you, you 
will produce much fruit; without me, you can do nothing. 
If you are not living in me, you will be like a branch that is 
thrown away and dies; those branches are gathered up, put 
on a fire and burned. But if you are living in me and my 
words are living in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. This is for my Father’s glory, that you produce 
much fruit, showing others that you are my disciples.

‘Keep living in my love’ (7.9)
“Just as the Father loves me, so have I loved you; keep living 
in my love. If you obey my commands you will live in my 
love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and live 
in his love. I have told you this so my joy may be in you, and 
your joy may be complete. And this also is my command: 
Love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater 
love than this, than to give one’s life for one’s friends. And 
you are my friends if you do what I command. I am not 
calling you servants anymore because servants do not know 
their master’s plans. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything my Father has shown me, I have made known to 
you. You didn’t choose to follow me. I chose you and gave 
you the task of going and producing fruit, fruit that will last; 
and so that whatever you ask in my Name the Father will 
give you. Again, this is my command: Love one another.”

‘You will have trouble’ (7.10)
“If the world against God hates you, keep in mind that it 
hated me first. And anyone who hates me hates my Father as 
well. If you belonged to the world, it would accept you as its 
own. The fact is, you do not belong to the world, but I have 
chosen you from out of the world. And that is why the world 
hates you. Remember what I said before, that a servant is 
never greater than his master. So if they were against me, 
they will be against you; if they obeyed my teaching, they 
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will obey yours. And they will be against you because of 
who I am, for they do not know the One who sent me. If I 
hadn’t come and spoken words from God they would not be 
guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. Also, 
they wouldn’t be so guilty if they hadn’t seen the miracles 
I’ve done, miracles no-one else could do. But they have seen 
them, and still they have hated both me and my Father. And 
this is just as is written: ‘They hated me for no reason at all.’”6

‘I will send the Spirit’ (7.11)
“When the One alongside you comes, whom I will send 
to you from the Father – the Spirit of truth who goes out 
from the Father - he will speak about me. And you also must 
speak, because you have been with me from the beginning. 
I am telling you this so you will not fall away when trouble 
comes. You will be put out of the synagogues, and the time 
will come when those who kill you will think they are doing 
it for God. They will do these things because they do not 
know the Father and they do not know me. I didn’t tell you 
this before because I was always with you; I say it now so you 
will remember that I warned you.

I am going back to the Father, and none of you is asking 
me about this; instead you are worried and sad. I tell you, 
it is for your good that I am leaving you. If I don’t, the One 
alongside you will not come; but I will go, and I will send 
him to you. And when the Spirit comes, he will speak to 
people’s hearts and show them that they are wrong about 
sin, about righteousness, and about judgement to come. 
They will be wrong about sin because not to believe in me 
and my words is sin; they will be wrong about righteousness, 
the way God says to live, because I spoke about this while I 
was here; and they will be wrong about judgement to come 
because judgement has been passed on Satan.

There is much more I could say, more than you could 
bear. When the Holy Spirit comes, the Spirit of truth, he will 
guide you into all truth. And the words he speaks will not 
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be his own, but only what he hears from me; and he will tell 
you what is to come. He will bring glory to me because he 
will receive from me what he makes known to you. All that 
the Father has is mine, and that is why I said the Spirit will 
receive from me what he makes known to you.”

‘Take courage!’ (7.12)
Then once more Jesus said, “I will leave you soon, and a 
short time later you will see me again.”

But the disciples didn’t understand, and they were saying to 
one another, “What does he mean by that? And why did he 
say, ‘I am going back to the Father’?”   

Jesus knew what they wanted to ask and he said, “I will 
leave you and you will be sad, while those against me will 
be pleased. You will be sad, but then your sadness will turn 
to joy. A woman has pain with the birth of a baby, but after-
wards she forgets what she went through because of joy that 
her baby is born. You will be sad because I have left you, 
but when you see me again you will be filled with joy, and 
no-one will take away your joy.”

Then Jesus said, “I am going back to the Father, and so you 
won’t ask me anything as you do now. Instead, you yourselves 
will ask the Father; I will no longer ask him for you. I tell you, 
my Father will give you whatever you ask in my Name. Until 
now you have not asked for anything in my Name. Ask and 
you will receive, and your joy will be complete. I have often 
used word-pictures when I was with you, but I will tell you 
clearly what the Father wants you to know: the Father loves 
you because you have loved me and believed that I came 
from him. I came into the world from the Father, and soon I 
will be leaving the world and going back to the Father.”

The disciples said, “You are telling us this very clearly. We can 
see that you know all things; before anyone asks anything, 
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you know what they want to ask. And because of this we 
believe that you are from God.”

Jesus replied, “Do you now believe? The time is coming, it’s 
almost here, when every one of you will run away and leave 
me. But I won’t be alone; my Father is always with me. I have 
told you these things so that in me you will have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take courage! I have 
overcome the world.”

Jesus’ prayer (7.13)
After saying these things, Jesus looked towards heaven and 
prayed, “Father, the time has come. I ask that your Son be 
given glory for him to give glory to you. For you have given 
him authority over all people, to give life forever to those you 
have given him. And life forever comes from knowing you, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I 
have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you 
gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the beginning of 
the world.

Father, I have revealed you to those who are with me, 
whom you gave me from out of the world. They were yours; 
you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word, your 
message of truth. They know now that everything you have 
given me comes from you. For I spoke the words you gave 
me, and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that 
I came from you, and believed that you sent me. I pray for 
them now. I am not praying for the world, just for these you 
have given me, for they are yours. All that I have is yours, 
and all that you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. I will not be in the world for much longer, I 
am coming to you, but they will still be in the world. Holy 
Father, protect them from Satan by the power of your Name, 
the Name you gave me, so they may be as one, just as we 
are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept 
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them safe by the power of that Name. And none have been 
lost except the one who would go to his destruction, just as 
was written.7

Father, I am coming to you soon, but I say these things 
while I am here so those with me may be filled with all the 
joy that is mine. I have given them your words of truth and 
the world against you has hated them, for they do not belong 
to this world any more than I do. My prayer is not that you 
take them out of the world, but that you protect them from 
Satan, the evil one. They do not belong to this world, just as 
I do not. Set them apart for yourself through the truth; your 
word is truth. Just as you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world. And for their sake I set myself apart 
from the world to be given to you, that they also may be set 
apart and given to you. 

I pray not only for those who are with me. I pray also for 
all who will believe in me because of the message they hear; I 
pray that these, too, may be as one, Father, just as we are one, 
you in me and I in you. May they, also, be in us so the world 
will believe that you have sent me. I will give all who are mine 
the glory you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I 
in them and you in me - and so be brought to complete unity, 
to be as one. Then the world will know that you have sent me, 
and have loved them just as you have loved me.

Father, I want all you have given me to be with me where 
I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me 
because of your love for me before the world was created. 
Righteous Father, though the world against you does not 
know you, I know you, and those you have given me know 
that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and 
will continue to make you known so that the love you have 
for me may be in them, and that I myself may be in them.”
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Some last words (7.14)
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “When I sent you to the 
towns and villages you took nothing with you - no money, 
carry-bag or extra sandals. Was there anything you wanted?” 
They said, “No, nothing.”

He said, “Soon you all will be frightened and want swords. 
Long ago it was written: ‘He was treated like a criminal,’ and 
that is about to take place.”8

They said, “Lord, we have two swords here.” Jesus replied, 
“They will be enough.” (Jesus wasn’t saying it was right to use 
them; he knew how frightened the disciples would be.)

After they had sung a hymn, a song of praise to God, they 
left the house. Jesus took the disciples out of the city, and 
once more they went to the Mount of Olives.

On the way he said, “Tonight all of you will run away and leave 
me. It will be just as is written: ‘The shepherd will be taken and the 
sheep scattered.’9 I am going to be taken away and put to death. 
But I will come back to life, and go to Galilee ahead of you.” 

Again Peter didn’t like hearing this, about everyone running 
away, and he said, “Lord, even if all the others leave you, I 
never will.”

Jesus said to him, “I tell you again, before this night is over, 
before a bird calls out twice, you will say three times to 
everyone there that you have nothing to do with me.”

Peter then spoke more strongly and said, “Even if I had to 
die with you, I would never say that.” And all the others said 
the same.

Then they crossed a small valley and came to the Mount of 
Olives.
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Jesus’ Last Day 

THURSDAY EVENING
Jesus prays (8.1)
When Jesus and the disciples crossed the valley they came 
to a garden, called Gethsemane, on the side of the Mount of 
Olives. He said to them, “Sit here while I go and pray.”

Jesus then took Peter, James and John with him and went 
on a little further. He became very distressed and overcome 
with sadness, and said, “My heart is heavy and filled with 
such pain, I could almost die. Stay here and be with me 
while I pray.”

Jesus went a short distance away, threw himself down on the 
ground and began to pray. He cried, “Father, my dearest and 
most precious Father, you can do all things. If it is possible, 
take this terrible time with its suffering away from me. Yet 
not my will, your will be done.” And he prayed like this for 
some time.

Then he went back to the three disciples and found they 
had fallen asleep. He said to Peter, “Why are you sleeping? 
Couldn’t you stay awake for a short time to be with me? 
And be on your guard and pray that you won’t fail when 
testing comes. Within yourselves you want what is right, but 
humanly you can easily fail.”

Jesus went away and prayed again, and then he cried out, 
“Father, if this time for me cannot be taken away unless I go 
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through it, your will be done.” And he was praying with such 
agony of heart that blood-stained sweat was pouring from 
him. (With crucifixion there would be great physical suffering, 
but the depth and nature of Jesus’ spiritual suffering would be 
far, far greater.) Then an angel came from heaven to give him 
strength. 

He went to the disciples and again they were asleep, worn 
out from worry that he was leaving them. He said to them, 
“You are sleeping at a time like this? Get up and pray that 
you won’t fail when testing comes.” They didn’t know what 
to say. And he went and prayed as he had before.

When Jesus came back he said to the disciples, “You’re still 
falling asleep! You’ve slept enough. Get up now, we must go.” 
They joined the others and suddenly he said, “The time has 
come! The Son of Man will be handed over to evil men. Look, 
the one who turned against me is here!” And as he said this 
a crowd was coming towards them, with Judas leading the 
way.

Jesus is arrested (8.2)
When Judas left the Passover meal that night, he went to the 
religious leaders and told them where they could find Jesus. 
The disciples had often been to this place with him, and 
Judas knew where they would be. He also told the temple 
guards how they would know which one was Jesus. He said 
to them, “I’ll go up to him and kiss him, and then you can 
arrest him and take him away.” (Jewish men kissed each other 
on the cheeks when they met.)

Judas now came to the garden where Jesus was, and he was 
showing the way to the temple guards and some Roman 
soldiers, along with others sent by the religious leaders. 
They were carrying burning torches and lanterns, and had 
wooden clubs and swords in their hands.
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When Judas saw Jesus he went up to him and said, “Hello, 
Teacher!” and kissed him.

Jesus said to him, “Judas, is that how you’re giving the Son of 
Man into their hands, with a kiss? Do what you came to do.”

Jesus knew all that would happen, and he went up to the 
crowd and said, “Who is it you want?” They said, “Jesus from 
Nazareth.”

He said, “I am the one.” And those words had such power 
that everyone moved back, and they fell over one another in 
the darkness.

Again Jesus said, “Who is it you want?” They answered, 
“Jesus from Nazareth.”

Jesus replied, “I told you, I am the one. If it’s only me that 
you’ve come for, let these men go.” And this was as he had 
prayed before, that the disciples be kept safe. The soldiers 
and guards then quickly came and held him.

When the disciples saw what was happening they called out, 
“Lord, will we use our swords?” Peter began striking out 
with his sword and it came down on one of the high priest’s 
servants, a man named Malchus, and cut off his right ear.

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword away! Those who use a 
sword, die by a sword. Don’t you realise I could call to my 
Father, and he would immediately send thousands of angels 
to fight for me? No, I must go through with what the Father 
has given me.” Then he reached out and touched the man’s 
ear, and it was healed.

Jesus turned to those who had come for him and said, “Why 
did you come with swords and clubs as though I was leading 
a rebellion? Day after day I was teaching at the temple and 
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you did nothing. But what is written, that prophets of God 
have said, must take place.1 This is your time, when darkness 
has come.”

Then the temple guards, the soldiers under their commander 
along with the others surrounded Jesus, and his hands and 
arms were tied together. Suddenly the disciples became very 
frightened and they all ran off into the night, and Jesus was 
left on his own.

There was a young man with the disciples and he began to 
follow the crowd as Jesus was taken away. Some of them tried 
to grab hold of him but he broke free, and in the struggle the 
long loose shirt he was wearing came off, and he ran away 
naked.

Jesus is questioned by Annas (8.3)
The soldiers and guards brought Jesus into the city and first 
they took him to Annas; he had been the high priest before 
Caiaphas and was his father-in-law. It was Caiaphas who had 
said it would be better if one man died to save the nation.

Jesus stood there bound and guarded, and Annas began 
questioning him about his followers and his teaching. Jesus 
replied, “I have always spoken openly wherever I went. I 
taught in the synagogues and outside the temple where 
everyone came. I said nothing in secret so why do you ask 
these things? You should be asking those who heard me; 
they would tell you.”

One of the men who worked for the high priest was standing 
near Jesus, and he hit him across the face and said, “That’s no 
way to speak to the high priest.”

Jesus said, “If I said something wrong, tell me. But if I spoke 
the truth, why hit me?”
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Annas said nothing more and ordered him to be taken to 
Caiaphas.

Jesus is questioned by Caiaphas (8.4)
That night the Sanhedrin, the governing Jewish council, 
met at Caiaphas’ house. All the religious leaders were there, 
along with other important men. Now that Jesus was to 
be arrested, they were looking for people to give evidence 
against him so he could be put to death. There were some 
who were willing to give false evidence, but when they were 
questioned none of their statements agreed.

Then two men came forward and said that they had heard 
Jesus say he would destroy the temple and build another in 
three days, one not made by human hands. This, too, was 
false, but the leaders decided to use it against him even 
though what the two said was not the same.

Jesus was now brought in before the Sanhedrin, and the men 
made their statements about what he was supposed to have 
said. When they had finished, Jesus said nothing. Caiaphas 
stood up and said, “You heard what they said. What have 
you got to say?” Again Jesus said nothing.

The high priest said, “Then I ask you in the Name of the 
living God, are you the Messiah, the Son of God?”

Jesus replied, “Yes, I am. And I say this to all of you: you will 
see me sitting at the right hand of the Mighty God, and one 
day coming through the clouds from heaven to earth.”

When the high priest heard those words, he was so angry 
he tore his coat in front of everyone. (People showed anger 
in that way, especially if it was thought that God’s Name had 
been insulted.) He cried out, “That’s a terrible thing to say! 
We don’t have to hear from others. You all heard what he 
said. What do you say?” They answered, “He has to die for 
that!” And everyone there was saying this.
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The religious leaders and others then gathered round Jesus 
and they were spitting in his face. Those guarding him put a 
blindfold on him, and they were hitting him with their fists 
and slapping him across the face and saying, “Tell us who 
did it, Messiah! You come from God; you should know!” 
And they kept hitting him and laughing at him and saying 
insulting things to him. Then he was taken away and kept 
under guard.

Peter denies he knows Jesus (8.5)
After everyone had run away, Peter and one of the other 
disciples went back to see where Jesus was being taken, and 
they followed the crowd from a distance. (The other disciple 
was John.) They saw them going to Caiaphas’ house, and 
they came there as everyone was going through the door of 
the courtyard and Jesus was being taken inside. The disciple 
with Peter was known to the high priest, and the servant girl 
at the door let him come in. But Peter had to wait outside, 
and the other disciple went back and spoke to the servant 
girl, and she let him in.  

The night was cold, and some of the guards and those who 
worked for the high priest had made a fire in the courtyard, 
and they were standing round it to keep warm. Peter joined 
them and sat down with them while they waited to see what 
would be done with Jesus.  

After that the servant girl came past and she saw Peter’s face 
in the light of the fire as he was sitting there. She looked at 
him and said, “You were with that man Jesus from Galilee. 
You’re one of his followers, aren’t you?” Peter said, “No, I’m 
not! I don’t know what you’re talking about!” And then he 
got up and stood by himself at the entrance of the courtyard.

A little while later Peter went back and stood near the fire, 
and another servant girl came past. She said to those who 
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were there, “He was with that man Jesus.” They said to him, 
“So you’re one of his disciples, are you?” Peter said, “No, I’m 
not! I don’t know the man!” And he swore it was the truth.

After that one of the high priest’s servants came into the 
courtyard; he was a relative of the man Peter had attacked 
with his sword. He went over to Peter and said, “Didn’t I 
see you with him in the garden?” Someone else said to him, 
“You were there. You’re one of them; you come from Galilee.” 
And others said, “You can’t hide it; we can tell by the way you 
speak.”

Those round the fire were saying this to Peter, and he said 
to them all, “I wasn’t with him! I don’t know what you’re 
talking about!” And he was swearing it was the truth and 
calling down curses on himself if it wasn’t. He shouted at 
them, “I’m telling you, I’ve got nothing to do with the man!” 
And as he said those words, a bird called out in the night.

Just then Jesus came out of the house and was being taken 
away. At that moment a bird called out a second time, and 
Jesus turned his head and looked straight at Peter. Suddenly 
he remembered Jesus’ words, that before a bird called out 
twice that night he would say three times that he had nothing 
to do with him. Peter quickly went out of the courtyard and 
cried from the depths of his heart.

FRIDAY MORNING
The Jewish council decides (8.6)
Early the next morning, as soon as it was daylight, the 
Sanhedrin again met at Caiaphas’ house. Jesus was brought 
in to stand before them and they said to him, “If you are the 
Messiah, tell us now.”

Jesus replied, “If I told you I was, you wouldn’t believe me. 
And if I asked who you think I am, you wouldn’t answer. But 
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I tell you this: soon I will be in heaven, seated at the right 
hand of the Mighty God.”

They said to him, “So you are the Son of God, are you?” Jesus 
answered, “Yes, I am.”

Then they said, “We don’t have to hear what others say; he’s 
said it himself.” And they all stood and gave their decision, 
that Jesus be put to death. The guards tied his hands and 
arms together, and he was led off to be taken to Pilate, the 
Roman governor.

Jesus is questioned by Pilate (8.7)
They took Jesus to the large building where the Roman 
governor lived; it was now early in the day. But this was 
the day before the Passover celebration, and the religious 
leaders wouldn’t go inside a non-Jewish building, so they 
waited outside. 

Pilate came out to them and said, “What is this about? What 
are you saying he has done?” They replied, “He is a criminal, 
otherwise we wouldn’t have brought him to you.”

Pilate said, “You can look after this yourselves. Take him and 
try him by your own laws.”

They said, “We don’t have authority to put anyone to death; 
you’re the only one who can do that.” The Romans put people 
to death by crucifixion, and Jesus had told the disciples that 
this was how he would die.

The leaders then began telling Pilate what Jesus was supposed 
to have done. They said, “He’s been speaking against the laws 
of our nation. He’s been telling the people not to pay taxes to 
Caesar, the emperor. And he says he’s the Messiah, the king 
of the Jewish people.” They were saying many other things as 
well, but through it all Jesus was silent.
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Pilate said, “Don’t you hear what they are saying about you? 
Aren’t you going to answer them?” Again Jesus said nothing, 
and Pilate was surprised that he didn’t try to defend himself.

Pilate then went inside the building and ordered Jesus to be 
brought before him. Pilate said to him, “Are you really the 
king of the Jews?”

Jesus answered, “Yes, I am. Is that what you believe, or have 
others said that?”

Pilate said, “I’m not a Jew. How would I know who you are? 
Your own people brought you here. What is it you have 
done?”

Jesus replied, “You ask if I am a king. The kingdom I have is 
not of this world. If it were, those who serve me would have 
fought those who came for me. But at this time, my kingdom 
is in another place.”

Pilate said, “So you are a king!”

Jesus said, “Yes, I am. That is why I was born into this world, for 
people to hear what is true. Anyone who wants to know truth, 
will listen to me.” Pilate said, “Is that so? And what is truth?”

By this time a crowd had gathered outside the building. Pilate 
went back to the religious leaders and he said for everyone 
to hear, “I have found nothing this man has done to charge 
him with.”

But the leaders quickly answered, “He’s done many things! 
He’s been causing trouble all over Judea with his teaching. 
He began in Galilee and now he’s come here.”

Pilate then asked if Jesus came from Galilee. When they told 
him that he was, he decided to let Herod deal with him. The 
Romans had allowed Herod to be in charge of the Galilee 
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area, and he was in Jerusalem at the time. So Pilate ordered 
that Jesus be taken to Herod, for him to decide what to do. 
He was then led off and taken to Herod’s palace.

Jesus is questioned by Herod (8.8)
For a long time, Herod had been wanting to see Jesus, and 
was pleased when he was brought to him. He had heard a lot 
about Jesus and hoped he would perform a miracle for him. 
Herod asked him many questions but he refused to answer. 
The religious leaders were there and they were shouting 
at Jesus and accusing him of many things. And again he 
remained silent.

Herod and his soldiers then began making fun of Jesus 
and mocking him for saying he was a king. They put a 
purple cloak over his shoulders to make him look foolish 
and dressed like a king, and Herod sent him back to Pilate, 
wearing the cloak. Up until then, Pilate and Herod had been 
bitter enemies. But from that day on, because of what they 
had done with Jesus, they became friends.

Pilate says Jesus is innocent (8.9)
When Jesus was brought back to Pilate, he knew that he 
would have to decide what to do. By now a large crowd had 
gathered, and Pilate went out to them and sat at the place 
where he gave judgements for people to hear.

He ordered the religious leaders to come to him and said, 
“You brought this man to me and said he has been causing 
trouble. I questioned him while you were here and found he 
has done nothing wrong. Then I sent him to Herod who said 
the same, and he has sent him back to me. So he has done 
nothing that deserves death. But I will have him punished 
and let him go.”

Every year at Passover time it was the custom for the Roman 
Governor to let someone in prison go free at the request of 
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the people. At that time there was a well-known prisoner, a 
man called Barabbas; he had committed murder and taken 
part in an uprising against the Romans.

Pilate said to the crowd, “It’s your Passover, and someone 
can go free! Do you want it to be Barabbas? Or is it Jesus, 
your king, the Messiah?” He spoke to the crowd because 
he knew the religious leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus to 
protect their own position. 

Just then someone came to Pilate with a message from his 
wife. She said to tell him, “Don’t let anything happen to that 
innocent man. Last night I had a dream about what they 
want to do, and it’s made me very frightened.”

Pilate then turned to the people and again he said, “Who do 
you want to go free? Will it be Jesus, your king?”

But the religious leaders had been stirring up the crowd and 
they called out, “No, not him! Get rid of him! Let Barabbas 
go! We want Barabbas freed!”

Pilate knew it was Jesus who should go free and he said, 
“Then what will I do with Jesus, your Messiah and king?” 
The crowd shouted back, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Then for the third time Pilate tried to have Jesus freed. He 
said, “Why, what has he done wrong? I have found no reason 
to put him to death. I will have him punished and let him 
go.” But the crowd called out more loudly, “No! Crucify him, 
crucify him!” And everyone kept shouting, “Crucify him! 
Crucify him!”

The crowd wants Jesus crucified    (8.10)
Pilate ordered his soldiers to take Jesus and give him a 
flogging. (This was done by pulling off his clothes, tying him 
to a post, and flogging him with a heavy whip. The whip had 
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pieces of bone and metal at the end, and tore the skin and 
flesh.) When this was done, the soldiers found a vine with 
thorns on it, wound it into a circle to make it like a king’s 
crown and put it on his head. They put the purple cloak 
back on him, and one after another was going up to him and 
saying, “We salute you, king of the Jews!” And as they said it 
they were hitting him in the face.

When they had finished, Pilate went out to the crowd and 
said, “I will show you that he’s been punished. But I tell you, 
I can find nothing against him.” Jesus was brought out to 
the crowd, bleeding all over from the terrible flogging, and 
wearing the purple cloak and the thorny crown on his head.

Pilate said to them, “Here he is!” As soon as the religious 
leaders and their officials saw Jesus, they began calling out, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Pilate said, “You take him and crucify him. I tell you, I can’t 
find anything against him.”

The leaders called back, “We have a law that says he must 
die. He says he’s the Son of God.”

When Pilate heard that he was even more worried, and 
he went back inside the building and ordered Jesus to be 
brought to him. He said, “Where exactly do you come from?” 
But Jesus stood there saying nothing.

Pilate said, “You refuse to answer me? Don’t you realise I 
have power of life and death over you?”

Jesus replied, “You would have no power unless God had 
allowed it, so those who brought me to you are guilty of a 
greater sin.”

Pilate then went out to the crowd and once more he was 
saying that Jesus should go free. But the religious leaders 
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shouted back, “If you let this man go, you’re not a friend of 
Caesar! Anyone who says he’s a king is against Caesar!” And 
they were calling this out again and again.

Pilate decides (8.11)
When they kept saying this, about being against the Roman 
Emperor, Pilate knew he could not let it go on. He ordered 
Jesus be brought out to him, and he sat at the place where he 
would give his judgement.

Jesus stood there in front of all the people, and Pilate said 
to them, “Here he is! This is your king!” The whole crowd 
called out, “Take him away! Crucify him! Take him away! 
Crucify him!”

Pilate said, “You want me to crucify your king?” The religious 
leaders answered, “The only king we have is Caesar!” And 
everyone kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!”

Pilate saw that nothing would change their minds, and that 
the crowd was getting out of control. He called for a bowl of 
water and said to them, “I’m washing my hands of this man’s 
death; it’s what you want!”

The people answered, “We’ll take the blame, and our children 
after us!”

The crowd kept calling for Jesus to be crucified, and there 
was so much noise from all the shouting that Pilate gave 
them what they wanted. He ordered that Barabbas, the 
murderer and leader of an uprising, be set free. And he told 
the soldiers to take Jesus away and crucify him.

Jesus is taken away (8.12)
They took Jesus back inside the building and called the other 
soldiers to come. He was still wearing the purple cloak and 
the thorny crown, and they put a stick in his right hand, 



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

206

like the gold rod a king would hold. Then they gathered 
round and knelt in front of him and pretended to pay him 
respect, and again they were saying, “We salute you, king of 
the Jews!” They took the stick out of his hand and hit him 
on the head with it again and again, and they were spitting 
on him and laughing at him and kneeling in front of him. 
When they had finished, they took the purple cloak and the 
thorny crown off him and gave him back his own clothes. 
They made him carry a heavy wooden beam for his cross, 
and led him away to be crucified.

The soldiers took Jesus through the streets but when they 
reached the edge of the city, he couldn’t go any further. Just 
then a man called Simon was coming into Jerusalem from the 
country. The soldiers grabbed hold of him, put the wooden 
beam on his shoulder and made him carry it behind Jesus.

As Jesus was being taken away, people were going along 
behind him, and many of them were women who were crying 
and calling out. He turned round and said to them, “Women 
of Jerusalem, don’t cry for me; cry for yourselves and your 
children, because a terrible time is coming to this city. It will 
be so bad you will wish you had never had children; you 
will call to the mountains to fall on you, and cry to the hills 
to bury you. If they do this to me, they will do much more 
when I have gone.”

At the same time as Jesus was going to be crucified, two other 
men were being taken as well; both had committed serious 
crimes. The soldiers took the three of them outside the city 
to a place called Golgotha, or ‘the skull’. (A rock formation 
there looked like a skull.)

Jesus is crucified (8.13)
The soldiers offered Jesus wine mixed with bitter herbs to 
dull the pain, but when he tasted it he wouldn’t drink it. 
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Then they crucified him. (This was done by stripping him of 
his clothes and making him lie on the cross while they nailed 
his hands and feet to it with iron spikes. The cross was then 
lifted up and stood in a hole in the ground.) As the soldiers 
were doing this, Jesus said, “Father, forgive these men; they 
don’t realise what they are doing.” They did the same to the 
two criminals, and their crosses were on either side of Jesus. 
It was now nine o’clock in the morning.

After Pilate had given the order for Jesus to be crucified, he 
wrote out a sign to be nailed above his head. The sign was 
in three languages, Jewish, Roman and Greek, and it said: 
JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. The religious leaders said 
to Pilate, “It’s not right to say that. You should put, ‘This man 
said he is the King of the Jews.’” Pilate told them, “What I have 
written stays.” The place where Jesus was crucified was near 
the city, and people going past read the words on the sign.

The four soldiers who carried out the crucifixion picked up 
Jesus’ clothes and they were tearing them into pieces and 
dividing them among themselves. There was one part of his 
clothing that he wore underneath, a long length of material 
without any joins, and they said, “We won’t tear this; let’s 
toss for it.” And these words were written, that a prophet had 
said: ‘They divided my clothes between them and tossed to 
see what they would get.’2 The soldiers then sat down near 
Jesus and kept guard.

The people going past were making fun of Jesus as he hung 
on the cross. They mocked him as he moved his head strug-
gling for breath and in terrible pain, and were calling out, 
“You were going to pull down the temple and build it again 
in three days, were you? You’re the Son of God, come down 
from the cross and save yourself !”

A crowd had come to see the crucifixion and they were 
standing looking at Jesus. Religious leaders and teachers 
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were there, and they were laughing at him and saying to one 
another, “He saved others and couldn’t save himself ! There 
he is, the King of Israel! Let’s see if this Messiah can get 
himself down off that cross; we might believe in him then. 
He trusts in God, doesn’t he? We’ll see if God wants to help 
him now; he said he was the Son of God!”

Then the soldiers came up to Jesus and they were also making 
fun of him. They offered him the sour wine and said, “You’re 
the king of the Jews, why don’t they come and save you?”

The two criminals on either side of Jesus were calling out 
to him. One of them kept hurling abuse at him and saying, 
“You’re the Messiah, are you? Save yourself, and us as well!”

But the other one called back to him, “Don’t you fear God? 
You’re going to die like he is. We deserve what we’re getting, 
but not this man. He’s done nothing wrong.” Then he cried 
out, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.”

Jesus said to him, “You will be with me in paradise, today.” 
(All who called to God to save them would go there.)

Other people were near Jesus while he was on the cross. His 
mother was there, along with her sister and Mary Magdalene 
and another lady also called Mary. Jesus saw that his mother 
was standing beside one of the disciples. (This was John.) He 
said to her, “That man will be a son to you.” And he said 
to him, “She is your mother now.” And from that day the 
disciple took Mary to his house as one of his family.

A large number of Jesus’ other followers were some distance 
away, watching what was taking place. Among them were 
women who had followed him and looked after his needs 
while he was in Galilee, along with others who had come to 
Jerusalem.
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Jesus’ last hours (8.14)
Jesus hung on the cross for hour after hour, and then 
suddenly at midday it became dark. The sun was hidden, 
and darkness came over the whole land until three o’clock 
in the afternoon. (While Jesus was on the cross God took the 
sins of all people, every wrong ever committed, and he placed 
them on to Jesus; there on the cross the Son of God was ‘made 
sin’. Because God is utterly holy, sin cannot be in his presence, 
and he now could not look on his Son. And the darkness came 
because of this.)

After three terrible hours of darkness, Jesus cried out, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” In the Jewish 
language ‘My God’ was ‘Eli’, and some of the crowd thought 
he was calling to Elijah.

Jesus’ life was now draining away, and he called out, “I’m 
thirsty.” And those words were as was written.3 Someone 
quickly got a sponge, soaked it in the wine and put it on the 
end of a stick and held it to his mouth. Then people called 
out, “Now leave him alone; we’ll see if Elijah comes to save 
him.”

Jesus had done all he had been given to do, and with a loud 
cry he said, “It is finished!” Then he cried out, “Father, I give 
myself into your hands.” He took one last breath, bowed his 
head and died.

The captain in charge of the crucifixion was standing in 
front of Jesus, watching him. And when he heard his last 
words and saw how he died, he said, “He was a good man; 
he did nothing wrong.”

Some events that followed (8.15)
Suddenly, just as Jesus died, there was an earthquake and 
large rocks broke apart. Then graves nearby opened up, and 
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people from the past who had lived holy lives came back to 
life for a time. And after Jesus himself came back to life, they 
went into Jerusalem and were seen by many there. (God’s 
power over death was being seen.)

The soldiers were terrified by the earthquake and all that was 
happening, and they cried out, “He must have been the Son of 
God!” And when the crowd saw all this they quickly left and 
hurried into the city, frightened and shaking with fear.

At the same time as this, an amazing thing took place in 
the temple. There was a tall, thick curtain that separated 
the front part of the temple from the rest of the building, 
and this curtain was torn apart from the top to the bottom, 
without anyone touching it. (The area behind this curtain 
was called the Holy Place; it had a large altar, and only the 
High Priest could go there. On one special day each year he 
would kill a young goat that was perfect in every way, free 
of any marks, and he would pour its blood over the altar as 
payment for the sins of the nation as a whole.4 God tore the 
curtain apart to show the people that they could now come 
directly to him to be forgiven, and did not have to go through 
a priest anymore.)

Later that day the religious leaders met together; it would 
soon be the Sabbath and the beginning of Passover week, 
and they didn’t want bodies hanging on crosses on that day. 
(The Sabbath began at sunset on Friday.) So they went to 
Pilate and asked that the three men have their legs broken 
to make them die quickly, and their bodies could be taken 
down.

Pilate agreed to this and sent soldiers to the place of cruci-
fixion. First they went to those on either side of Jesus and 
broke their legs, but when they came to Jesus they found he 
had already died. One of the soldiers pushed a spear into his 
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side, and blood and watery fluid poured out. And a prophet 
had spoken these words: ‘None of his bones will be broken,’5 
and also: ‘They will look at him, the one whose body they 
pierced.’6

Judas ends his life (8.16)
While the events of that day were taking place, Judas kept 
thinking about what had happened. When Jesus was brought 
before the religious leaders, Judas saw what they decided to 
do, and he realised the terrible thing that he had done. 

He now went to the temple, took the thirty pieces of silver 
with him and said to the leaders, “I’ve sinned against God! 
That man I handed over to you did nothing wrong; he didn’t 
deserve to die.”

They said to him, “We don’t care; you knew what you were 
doing.” Judas then threw the money on to the floor of the 
temple and left.

They picked it up and said, “We can’t use this for the temple; 
it was payment for a man’s life.”

But Judas was so tormented by what he had done that soon 
after this he went and hanged himself, and his body fell 
down and burst open on the ground.

Later the religious leaders decided to use the money to buy 
land where foreigners could be buried, and they bought a 
piece of land from a man who made clay pots. And this was 
just as a prophet had said: ‘With thirty pieces of silver they 
bought land from a man who made clay pots.’7

And from that time on people called it ‘the field of blood’ 
because it had been bought with money given for someone's 
life.



JESUS The Man Who Came From God 

212

FRIDAY EVENING
Jesus is buried (8.17)
Later that day towards evening, a man from the town of 
Arimathea came into the city; his name was Joseph. He was 
an important member of the religious council, and wealthy. 
But he was a good man and prayed for God’s kingdom to 
come. He believed the things Jesus taught but hadn’t said 
anything because of what the other leaders would say. And 
he didn’t agree with what they had decided about Jesus. 
When he heard that Jesus had died, he went straight to Pilate 
and asked for his body so it could be buried.

Pilate was surprised to hear that Jesus had died so quickly, 
and he spoke to the captain in charge of the crucifixion. 
When he told him that Jesus had died, Pilate gave Joseph 
permission to take his body.

Joseph bought some cloth to wrap round Jesus’ body and 
went to where he had been crucified. Another religious 
leader, Nicodemus, the man who had gone to Jesus at night, 
came with him bringing a large jar of perfumed oil.

The two men took Jesus’ body down off the cross and carried 
it a short distance away. They wrapped strips of cloth round 
the body and poured the oil over it, and they wrapped a 
separate piece of cloth round his head. Again, this was the 
way that Jewish people were prepared for burial.

By now it was late in the day and the Sabbath was about to 
begin, and the men had to act quickly. Near the place where 
Jesus was crucified was a garden, and a tomb was there that 
had never been used. The tomb belonged to Joseph and was 
to be for himself; it had been cut out of a rock wall and was 
like a cave. The men carried Jesus’ body to the tomb and 
placed it inside. There was a large round rock beside the 
tomb, and they rolled it across the entrance. And after doing 
this, they went on their way.
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Two of the women from Galilee, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary who was at the crucifixion, had followed Joseph 
and Nicodemus to the garden. They sat watching as the men 
put Jesus’ body inside the tomb and saw where it was placed; 
they were going to make more perfumed oil to put on his 
body after the Sabbath. Then the women went back into the 
city.

SATURDAY
Religious leaders are worried (8.18)
The next day was the Sabbath, a day of rest for Jewish people, 
and Jesus’ followers did nothing more. But the religious 
leaders heard what had been done with his body. So they 
went to Pilate and said, “Sir, we remember that while he was 
alive that liar told people he would come back to life on the 
third day. We ask that you order his tomb to be guarded for 
three days. Otherwise, his disciples might come and take his 
body away and tell people he has come back from the dead. 
And that would cause more trouble than all the other lies he 
told.”

Pilate replied, “Take some soldiers and make the tomb as 
secure as you want.”

So they went to the tomb with the soldiers, and a seal was 
placed on the large rock in front of it, (The seal had the mark 
of the Roman army, and anything with this mark was not to be 
touched.) Then the soldiers stayed there, guarding the tomb.
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Jesus Comes Back To Life  

SUNDAY MORNING
An amazing discovery (9.1)
The soldiers kept guarding Jesus’ tomb from sunset on Friday 
and all through Saturday, day and night. Then suddenly, 
early on Sunday morning just as day was dawning there was 
an earthquake; an angel came from heaven, went to the tomb 
and rolled away the rock in front of the tomb. The angel 
shone like lightning and was clothed with a dazzling bright-
ness, and sat on the rock. The soldiers fell to the ground as if 
they were dead, and shook with fear. Then they quickly left 
the tomb and went back into the city, still very frightened. 

Early that same morning, just as the sun was coming up, 
some of the women from Galilee got ready to go to the tomb, 
but first they went to buy spices to make more perfumed oil 
to put on Jesus’ body. Mary Magdalene didn’t wait for the 
others, and while it was still quite dark she went to the tomb.

When she got there, she was amazed to see that the large rock 
wasn’t in front of the tomb; it had been moved to one side. 
She turned round and hurried back into the city, and went 
to Peter and another disciple (John). She said to them, “The 
rock in front of the tomb has been moved. They must have 
taken the Lord’s body away, and we won’t know where it is.”

When the two men heard that, they ran to the tomb. The 
other disciple was faster than Peter and got there first. He 
stopped at the entrance and bent down to look inside, but 
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all he could see were the strips of cloth that had been round 
Jesus’ body.

Then Peter came to the tomb and he went straight inside. 
He, too, saw the cloth lying there, along with the piece that 
had been round Jesus’ head; it was separate from the rest and 
lying in its place. Everything was as it had been before, but 
Jesus’ body wasn’t there.

The other disciple followed Peter into the tomb, and he 
looked at the burial cloth there by itself. But the disciples 
didn’t understand that Jesus had come back to life, just as 
was written.1

The two men then came out of the tomb, and quickly went 
back into the city. And as they went they kept thinking about 
what they had seen and asking themselves what it meant.

Mary sees Jesus alive (9.2)
After Mary had told the two disciples about the rock being 
moved, she went back to the tomb and stood at the entrance, 
crying. Then she bent down to look inside and was amazed 
to see two angels there, sitting at either end of the place 
where Jesus’ body had been.

They said to her, “Why are you crying?” She replied, “They 
have taken my Lord’s body away, and I don’t know where it is.”

Just then Mary realised that someone else was there, and 
she turned round and saw that a man was standing near the 
entrance of the tomb. He said to her, “Why are you crying? 
Are you looking for someone?” It was Jesus but she didn’t 
know it.

She thought he was the man who looked after the garden and 
she said, “Please, if you have taken his body, tell me where it 
is and I will have it.”
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Jesus spoke again and said, “Mary.”

She cried out, “Teacher!” and went to him.

Jesus said to her, “Don’t hold me as if I must never leave; I 
am going back to my Father. Now go and tell my brothers 
this: ‘I will be going to the One who is my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” Then he went from before 
her eyes.

Mary quickly went into the city to tell other followers, and 
they were crying and very sad. She said to the disciples, “I’ve 
seen the Lord; he’s alive!” And she told them about the rock 
being moved and seeing the angels and what they had said, and 
then seeing Jesus and what he had said. But as they listened, 
they couldn’t accept that it was true and didn’t believe her.

And so it was Mary Magdalene who was the first to see Jesus 
alive early that Sunday morning.

Some women see Jesus alive (9.3)
By now the sun had come up and the women bringing the 
perfumed oil were on their way to the tomb. And as they 
went they were asking each other who would roll the heavy 
rock away for them. But when they got there, they saw that 
it had already been moved.

The women then went inside the tomb but Jesus’ body wasn’t 
there, and they wondered what had happened. Suddenly they 
saw an angel sitting to the right of where his body had been, 
and there was another angel, and both were now standing. 
They shone with a dazzling brightness, and the women were 
frightened and fell on their knees with their faces to the 
ground.

One of the angels said, “Don’t be frightened. I know you are 
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. But someone who is 
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alive won’t be in a place for the dead. He is not here; he has 
risen! See, this is where his body was lying. Do you remember 
what he told you while he was in Galilee? He said he would 
be handed over to evil men and crucified, but on the third 
day come back to life.” And the women remembered what 
Jesus had said. 

Then the angel said, “Now go and tell the disciples, especially 
Peter, that Jesus is alive and will go to Galilee ahead of them. 
You will see him there, just as he said. Now I have told you.”

The women went from the tomb, still shaking from seeing 
the angels. And as they hurried back into the city they 
couldn’t speak, they were so full of joy. 

Then suddenly, while they were on the way Jesus appeared, 
standing in front of them, and he spoke to them. They 
stopped in amazement and knelt down and held on to his 
feet. He said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Tell my followers to 
go to Galilee, and they will see me there.” Then he went from 
them.

The women quickly found the disciples and other followers. 
They told them about going to the tomb and the rock being 
moved, that the tomb was empty and seeing the angels and 
what they had said, and then seeing Jesus and what he had 
said. But again, what the women were saying sounded like 
nonsense, and they didn’t believe them.

A rumour spreads (9.4)
While these things were happening, the soldiers had gone 
to the religious leaders. They told them what had happened, 
about the earthquake and the rock being moved and seeing 
the angel.

All the leaders then met together to decide what should 
be done. They gave the soldiers a large sum of money and 
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said, “Tell people that his disciples came during the night 
and stole his body while you were asleep. And if Pilate hears 
about it, we’ll give him an explanation so you won’t get into 
trouble.”

The soldiers took the money and did what they had been 
told to do. The story about the disciples taking Jesus’ body 
spread widely, and people were hearing this long after the 
events of that day had taken place.

Two men see Jesus alive (9.5)
Later that day, two of Jesus’ followers left the city to go to 
the village of Emmaus, about eleven kilometres away. As 
they walked along the road they were talking about all that 
had happened. Another man was going the same way and 
he caught up with them and walked along with them. It was 
Jesus, but they were being kept from recognising him.

Jesus asked the men what they were talking about, and they 
stopped and turned to him, looking very sad. One of them, 
whose name was Cleopas, said “Have you only just arrived 
in Jerusalem and not heard what has taken place?” He said, 
“What do you mean?”

They said, “We were talking about Jesus of Nazareth, who 
spoke words from God and did amazing miracles for all to 
see. We were hoping he was the one who would make Israel 
free. But our leaders arrested him and said he should die, 
and they handed him over to the Romans to be crucified. 
Then today some of our women told us an amazing thing; 
when they went to the tomb early this morning, his body 
wasn’t there. They said that angels had appeared to them and 
told them that Jesus was alive. And when some of the others 
went to the tomb it was just as the women had said; they 
couldn’t see his body either.”
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Jesus said to them, “My friends, how foolish of you not to 
understand, and how slow you are to believe the words of the 
prophets. It is written that the Messiah had to suffer and die 
before he went back to his glory in heaven.” Then beginning 
with Moses and other prophets, he explained everything 
written about himself.2 And all the time Jesus was talking, 
they didn’t know who he was.

As they came towards the village, it seemed that Jesus was 
going further. The men said to him, “It’s the end of the day; 
come and stay with us.” So he went with them to their house.

When they were at the table eating together, Jesus took the 
bread in his hands and gave thanks to God. And as he broke 
it into pieces and was giving it to them suddenly everything 
was made clear and they realised who he was. Then he went 
from before their eyes.

The two men could hardly believe they had seen Jesus. They 
said to each other, “Do you remember when he explained 
what was written about himself? Our hearts were on fire as 
he spoke.” Then they quickly finished the meal and hurried 
back to Jerusalem to tell the others.

When they got there, the disciples and other followers had 
gathered together and they were saying, “It is true, the Lord 
is alive again! Peter has seen him.”

The two men then told what had happened to them, that 
Jesus had walked along the road with them and talked with 
them, and had come to their house and had a meal with 
them, and that when he gave them the bread they realised 
who he was. And once more, those who were there didn’t 
believe that what they were hearing was really true.
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SUNDAY EVENING
The disciples see Jesus alive (9.6)
Later that day, when evening had come, the disciples were 
meeting together on their own. They made sure that the doors 
were locked because they were worried the religious leaders 
might come for them too. They were talking about all that 
had taken place, and suddenly Jesus appeared in the room, 
standing there with them. Then he said, “Peace be with you!”

The disciples couldn’t believe what they were seeing; they 
were surprised and frightened, and thought it was a ghost. 
But Jesus said, “Why are you so fearful? And why do you 
doubt what you see? Look at the wounds in my hands and 
feet. It is me! Come and touch me and see for yourselves; 
a ghost doesn’t have a body with flesh and bones.” And 
he showed them his hands and feet where the nails went 
through, and the place in his side where the spear went in.

The disciples were filled with joy to see Jesus, and he said to 
them, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father sent me into the 
world, I am sending you.”

Then he breathed over them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Those who accept what you say, your words of truth, 
will be forgiven for their sins; those who do not accept what 
you say will not be forgiven.”

The disciples were amazed that Jesus was alive, and could 
hardly believe he was with them again. He said, “Have you 
anything to eat?” They gave him a piece of cooked fish and 
watched as he ate it. And then he went from them.

A WEEK LATER
Thomas sees Jesus alive (9.7)
One of the disciples, Thomas, wasn’t there when Jesus 
appeared to the others. As soon as they saw him, they 
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said, “We’ve seen the Lord!” And they told him all that had 
happened.

Thomas said to them, “Unless I see the marks in his hands 
where the nails went through and touch them myself, and 
put my hand on his side where the spear went in, I will not 
believe it.”

A week later, the disciples were again together in the house 
with the doors locked, and this time Thomas was there. And 
just as before, Jesus appeared standing in the room with 
them and said, “Peace be with you!”

Then he said to Thomas, “Come and look at my hands and 
touch them. And put your hand where the spear went in. 
Stop doubting, and believe.”

Thomas said, “My Lord and my God!”

Jesus said, “Now you have seen me, you believe. Blessed are 
those who have not seen me yet still believe.” And when he 
had said those words, he went from them.

FOLLOWING WEEKS
Jesus eats with the disciples (9.8)
Soon after this, the disciples and other followers left 
Jerusalem and went back to Galilee, just as Jesus had said. 
Seven of them, Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James and John 
and two others were there together, near the Sea of Galilee. 
Peter said, “I’m going fishing.” So they went down to the lake, 
got into a boat and fished all through the night but caught 
nothing.

When morning came they could see someone standing on 
the shore of the lake. It was Jesus, but they didn’t know it. 
He called out to them, “Friends, have you caught anything?” 
They called back, “No, nothing!”
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Jesus said, “Throw your net out on the right-hand side of the 
boat and you’ll catch some.” They did this, and when they 
began pulling the net in they couldn’t lift it into the boat, it 
was so full of fish.

One of the disciples (John) said to Peter, “It’s the Lord!” They 
were only about a hundred metres from the water’s edge, 
and Peter quickly put on the clothes he had taken off and 
jumped into the water to get to where Jesus was.

The others brought the boat in, pulling the net behind them, 
and when they came to the shore they saw Peter and Jesus 
standing beside a small fire with bread and fish on it.

Jesus said to them, “Bring some of your fish here.” Peter ran 
back to the boat and pulled the net with all the fish on to 
the shore. When they counted them there were a hundred 
and fifty-three large fish; and even with that number the net 
wasn’t torn.

Jesus said to the disciples, “Come and have breakfast.” 
Then he gave them some of the bread and fish, and they ate 
together. No-one said anything or asked who he was; they 
knew it was him.

This was the third time that Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he came back to life.

Jesus talks with Peter (9.9)
Jesus and Peter then went for a walk along the shore, and 
Jesus said, “Peter, do you love me more than the others?” 
Peter replied, “Yes, Lord. You know that I love you.” Jesus 
said to him, “Feed my lambs.”

As they walked along, Jesus again asked him, “Peter, do you 
love me?” Peter said, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
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Jesus asked him once more, “Peter, do you love me?” Peter 
was hurt that Jesus had asked him three times and he said, 
“Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” And 
again Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.” (Jesus was telling Peter to 
help other followers to be strong and live fully for him.)

Jesus then said, “Peter, from when you were a young man 
you have dressed yourself and gone wherever you wanted to 
go. But when you are old, you will hold out your hands while 
someone puts your clothes on for you, and you will be taken 
to where you do not want to go.” Jesus was saying that one 
day Peter would be taken and put to death, and that through 
his death he would glorify God.

And then he said, “Follow me!”

Peter saw that another of the disciples was coming along 
behind them. (Again, this was John.) Peter said, “Lord, what 
will happen to him?”

Jesus replied, “Even if I wanted him still to be living when I 
come again, why should that matter to you? You must follow 
me.”

Later, other followers heard about what Jesus had said, and 
some thought he was saying that the disciple was never 
going to die, but that was not so.

Many people see Jesus alive (9.10)
After Jesus came back to life, over the next forty days he 
appeared many times to the disciples. He showed them 
beyond doubt that he was alive, and spoke to them about 
the kingdom of God. Many other people also saw Jesus 
alive. On one occasion he appeared to a crowd of over five 
hundred of his followers; he also appeared to his brother, 
James.
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Jesus told the disciples to go to a mountain in Galilee, and 
he appeared to them there. They knelt to worship him, but 
some were still not sure of what they were seeing. 

Jesus said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore, go throughout the world 
telling people to believe in me and follow me. Baptise them 
in the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to obey everything I have told you. And you can 
be sure of this: I will always be with you and those after you, 
until the very end of the world.”

Some final words (9.11)
After this the disciples returned to Jerusalem and while they 
were eating together, once more Jesus appeared to them. He 
spoke to them about their lack of faith and their hard hearts 
when they had not believed those who first saw him alive.

Then Jesus said, “Go throughout the world and tell people 
the good news of what God has done. Those who believe 
and so are baptised will be saved; those who do not believe 
will face judgement. And my power will be seen in those 
who believe. In my Name they will expel evil spirits and 
speak in other languages. (Languages for prayer and 
praising God would be given by God’s Spirit.3) If they are 
bitten by deadly snakes and call on my Name they will not 
die; if they drink poison it will not hurt them; and when 
they place their hands on sick people, they will be made 
well.” (The above account of what Jesus said is not present in 
the earliest records of his life.)

Jesus also said, “When I was with you I told you that what is 
written had to take place, the words of Moses and other men 
of God and those of the Psalms.”4 And he explained to them 
all that was said about himself, and they understood.
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And then he said, “So it is written that the Messiah would 
be put to death and come back to life on the third day; and 
that beginning in Jerusalem and throughout the world, the 
message will be preached in his Name, for people to turn 
to God and receive forgiveness of sins.5 You men have seen 
what has taken place.”

After that Jesus said, “Do not leave Jerusalem; I am going to 
send the Holy Spirit, the gift my Father promised that I told 
you about. Stay in the city and wait until you are clothed 
with power from heaven above. When John baptised, he 
baptised with water, but in a few days you will be baptised 
with the Holy Spirit; you will be filled with the Spirit and 
his power.”

Jesus goes back to heaven (9.12)
After saying these things, Jesus took the disciples out of the 
city and once more they went to the Mount of Olives. They 
asked him, “Lord, are you going to bring in God’s kingdom 
now, for Israel to be free?”

He replied, “It is not for you to know the day or the time 
my Father has chosen by his authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you. And you will be 
my witnesses, telling people about me in Jerusalem, in Judea 
and Samaria, and in every part of the world.”

As the disciples stood there with Jesus, he raised his hands 
and prayed for God’s blessing to be on them. Then while he 
was praying they saw him going up into the sky until the 
clouds hid him from sight; and he was taken into heaven to 
sit at the right hand of his Father.

The disciples stayed there, looking up into the sky. Two angels 
appeared and said, “Men of Galilee, don’t keep looking up 
into the sky; Jesus has been taken from you into heaven. But 
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one day he will come back, and it will be in the same way 
that you have seen him go into heaven.”

The disciples returned to the city full of joy and praising 
God. They went to the upstairs room in the house where 
the others were; Jesus’ mother and brothers were there, 
along with the women from Galilee. And each day they were 
constantly in prayer, thanking God for all he had done.
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Jesus Sends The Spirit  

Another disciple is chosen (10.1)
(The account of the following events was written by Luke.) 
A few days after Jesus had gone back to heaven, about 
hundred and twenty of his followers were meeting together 
in Jerusalem. Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers and 
sisters, we know what is written, that David said through 
the Spirit.1 Judas was one of us, but he helped those who 
arrested Jesus and took his own life. And so in the Book 
of Psalms there are these words: ‘The place he had will be 
empty’2; and also, ‘Someone else will take his place of lead-
ership.’3 We must then have another disciple, someone who 
has been with us from when John was baptising until Jesus 
went back to heaven. He has to be able to join us in telling 
people what we have seen, that Jesus is alive.”

Those who were there talked together and they suggested 
two men, Joseph and Matthias. Then they prayed, “Lord, you 
know the hearts of all people. Show us which of these men 
you have chosen to take the place of Judas, who gave up this 
work and has gone to where he belongs.”

Then they drew lots and Matthias was found to be the one, 
and so the number of disciples was twelve once more.

The Spirit comes (10.2)
At this time another religious celebration, called Pentecost, 
was held in Jerusalem, and the city was crowded with people. 
On the day that it took place, Jesus’ followers were meeting 
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together. Suddenly there was the sound of a roaring wind 
coming from heaven, and it filled the whole house as they 
were sitting there. Then they saw what seemed like flames of 
fire separating and coming down on to each of them. At that 
moment everyone was filled with the Holy Spirit, and they 
began calling out to God and praising him. But they weren’t 
speaking in the Jewish language; they were speaking in other 
languages given to them by the Spirit.

When people in the city heard the sound of the wind and 
the noise of everyone calling out, a crowd quickly gathered 
round the house. Many of them were from other countries, 
Jewish people who followed God’s laws and had come to 
Jerusalem for the Pentecost celebrations. When these people 
came to the house, they were surprised to find that they 
could understand what those inside were saying.

They could hardly believe what they were hearing, and said 
to one another, “Everyone there comes from Galilee, here in 
Israel, and they are speaking in the languages of the places 
where we come from – different parts of Persia, Arabia, Syria 
and Turkey, as well as Egypt, Libya, Crete and Rome. They 
are praising God in our languages!” The people were amazed 
and didn’t know how this could be, and were saying to one 
another, “What is happening here?”

But some were making fun of them because it sounded so 
strange, and said they had been drinking too much wine.

Peter speaks to the crowd (10.3)
The disciples then went outside to the crowd, and Peter stood 
where he could be seen. He spoke loudly for everyone to hear 
and began by saying, “Jewish people from other countries 
and those of you who live in Jerusalem, I will tell you what 
has happened; listen carefully to what I say. First of all, the 
people in the house are not drunk, as some of you think. It’s 
too early for that; it’s only nine o’clock in the morning!”
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Then Peter said to the crowd, “What has happened today 
was spoken about by the prophet Joel, with these words 
from God: ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will speak words from me; your young men 
will see visions that I give them, and your old men will have 
dreams that come from me. I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people, both men and women, and they will speak my words 
for others to hear.’ And Joel also said, ‘At the end there will 
be amazing things in the sky above and on earth below. The 
sun will be darkened and the moon turn red; the world will 
be as fire and filled with smoke. Then will be the great and 
wonderful day of the coming of the Lord of heaven. And 
everyone who calls on the Name of the Lord will be saved.’”4

Peter went on to say, “People of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of 
Nazareth showed clearly that God was with him; you know 
the many miracles and other amazing things that God did 
through him. And it was God’s deliberate plan and with his 
knowledge that Jesus was handed over to you; with the help 
of evil men you put him to death on a cross. But God brought 
him back to life, setting him free from that terrible death; it 
was impossible for death to keep hold of him. David spoke 
about this, with these words that are written: ‘I saw that the 
Lord was always there; because he is with me I cannot be 
shaken. And so I am filled with happiness and shout for joy; 
I know where I will go when my life comes to an end. You 
won’t leave me in a place for the dead; and you won’t let 
your Holy One stay in a grave for his body to decay. You 
have shown me where my life is leading; I will be in your 
presence, filled with joy.’”5

Then he said, “My Jewish people, we know that David’s 
tomb is here to this day, so when he spoke about someone 
not staying in a grave, we can be certain he wasn’t speaking 
about himself. David worshiped God with all his heart, and 
God promised him that one of his descendants would be the 
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Messiah, the true king of Israel.6 And David saw what was 
to come, that the Messiah would not be left in a place for 
the dead, that his body would not rot and decay. And that 
is what has taken place! God brought Jesus back to life; all 
of us standing here have seen him alive. He has been given 
the highest place in heaven, at his Father’s right hand.  And 
just as he promised, he has received the Holy Spirit from the 
Father and poured out the Spirit on us!”  

And Peter cried out, “David had not yet gone to heaven to 
see this, but through the Spirit he said, ‘The Lord God said 
to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand until you rule and I place 
those against you under your feet.’7 And so all of Israel must 
know this: God has made Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ. Jesus is the Lord of heaven, and he was the 
Messiah, who one day will rule!” (Messiah and Christ have 
the same meaning.)

When the people heard those words, it was if a sword had 
pierced their hearts and they realised what a terrible thing they 
had done. They called out, “Brothers, what should we do?”

Peter said to them, “Open your heart to God and repent, 
every one of you! Turn from your sins and receive forgive-
ness in Jesus’ Name, and be baptised. And you, too, will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise of God is 
for you and your children and for all who are far away from 
him; it’s for everyone he calls, who comes to him!”

And he kept speaking to the people like this, warning them 
and pleading with them, “Save yourselves from being like 
those who are full of sin and care nothing about God!”

Many who were there opened their hearts to what Peter 
was saying, and were baptised. And that day about three 
thousand people were added to those who believed in Jesus.
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The new believers meet together (10.4)
The new believers then began meeting outside the temple 
to hear the teaching of the disciples and other leaders. 
(The leaders were now called apostles, meaning ‘someone 
with a message’.) They also met in one another’s homes to 
pray and to talk about their wonderful new life from God. 
And when they ate together and had bread and wine, they 
spoke about Jesus’ death on the cross and what he had done 
for them. The apostles were now doing many miracles of 
healing, and there were other signs of God’s power; and 
everyone was filled with a deep sense of the greatness of 
God.

There was a strong feeling of closeness among those who 
believed in Jesus, and they were one in heart and mind. 
No-one held on to anything they owned, and they shared 
what they had with one another. They were also selling their 
possessions to help those in need; from time to time some 
were selling houses and land, and bringing the money to the 
apostles for it to be given to others.

The new followers of Jesus were now meeting at the temple 
every day to listen to the apostles’ teaching. And when they 
met in their homes and ate together, they were praising and 
thanking God for all he had done. The people in Jerusalem 
saw these things and spoke well of them, and each day more 
and more were turning to God and being saved.

The good news spreads (10.5)
With great power the apostles were now telling everyone that 
Jesus was alive, and they continued to do miracles and other 
amazing things in his Name. When the people in Jerusalem 
saw this, they brought those with all kinds of sicknesses to 
the apostles. Others were put on mats along the side of the 
street for Peter’s shadow to fall on them as he came past. 
People asking for healing or possessed by evil spirits were 
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also coming from the towns nearby, and all were made well 
and set free. 

Those who now followed Jesus continued to meet outside 
the temple to hear the apostles’ teaching, and they were 
constantly giving praise and thanks to God. Because of the 
religious leaders, other people were afraid to join them, even 
though they were well thought of and it was clear that God 
was with them. Despite this, more and more were believing 
in Jesus, and the number grew.

Day after day outside the temple and from house to house, 
the apostles kept speaking about Jesus, telling everyone the 
good news that he was the Messiah, come to save them. The 
number of those in Jerusalem who believed in Jesus grew 
even more. And it was not just the ordinary people; many of 
the priests were believing as well.

From Jerusalem the apostles went to other places, preaching 
everywhere. And Jesus was at work with them through the 
Spirit, showing people how true their message was by all that 
was done in his Name.
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Jesus 
The Man Who Came From God 

Jesus the Word of God (11.1)
John, one of Jesus’ disciples, wrote these words:

“Jesus came from heaven, and in Jesus, God has expressed 
himself; he is the Word of God. In the beginning when the 
world was created, there was Jesus, the Word. And the Word 
was with God; and the Word was God. Jesus was with God 
at the beginning, and through him all things were made; 
everything there is was made through him.”

Jesus the light (11.2)
“In Jesus was life, the life of God; and his life was the light for 
all people to see God. Jesus’ light shines into the darkness of 
the world, but darkness has never put out his light.

There was a man who came, sent by God; his name was 
John. He preached and baptised and told people about this 
light so that through it all would believe. John was not the 
light; he spoke about the light. Jesus was the true light who 
would give light to everyone, and he was coming into the 
world. These words were spoken by John: ‘The one who 
comes after me is far greater than I am; he was before me.’”
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Jesus the way to God (11.3)
“Jesus was in the world, and although the world was made 
through him, the people of the world did not recognise 
him. He came into the world that was his own, and his own 
people did not receive him. But there were some who did 
receive him, those who believed in his Name, and to them 
he gave the right to become children of God. This is not the 
same as being in a family line or born from an act of parents; 
those who are God’s children are born of God.”

Jesus’ kindness (11.4)
“So Jesus, the Word, became a human being and lived here 
with us. And we have seen his glory, the glory of God’s own 
Son, who came to us from the Father. He was filled with 
kindness to all people, kindness that was freely given and 
undeserved; and words of truth flowed from his lips.

From out of the greatness of Jesus, we have received even 
more kindness through him. God gave the people his laws 
through Moses; his wonderful kindness and truth have come 
to us through Jesus. No-one has ever seen God, but God’s 
own Son, who is himself God and who is close to the Father 
in the deepest possible way, has made God known to us.”

Jesus came to save (11.5)
“For God loved the world so much that he gave his own Son, 
that anyone who believes in him will not be lost but have life 
forever. God did not send his Son into the world to judge 
the world, but to save the world through him. Those who 
believe in the Son do not face judgement. But those who do 
not believe face judgement because they do not believe in 
the one who is God’s own Son.”
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Jesus’ light shines on all (11.6)
“So this is what can be said: light has come into the world, 
but people loved darkness more than light because they did 
evil. Everyone who does evil hates this light and will not 
come to it for fear it shows what they do. But those who live 
by God’s truth come to this light, and what they do will be 
clearly seen, that it comes from God.”

Jesus is greater than all (11.7)
“The one who came from heaven is greater than all; those 
from this world belong to this world and know only this 
world. Jesus came from heaven, so he is greater than all. He 
spoke of what he had seen and heard in heaven, and people 
did not accept what he said. But those who did, knew his 
words were from God, who speaks only what is true. Jesus 
was sent by God and spoke words from God through the 
Spirit; and God gives the Spirit without limit.

The Father loves the Son and has placed all things into 
his hands. Those who truly believe in God’s Son have life  
forever. But those who do not believe will not have that life, 
and God’s righteous anger remains on them.”

Jesus gives life (11.8)
John ended what he wrote with these words:

“There were many miracles that Jesus’ disciples saw, and I 
have written about only some of them; a very large book 
would be needed for them all.

I saw what took place and have written it down. Every-
thing I have said is true; I know the truth of what I saw and 
heard. These things are written so you will believe that Jesus 
is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him 
you will have life in his Name.”
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A Prayer 

The God of the Bible is the true and living God. You can 
know God in a real way, within your heart, and there is 
a prayer that can be prayed, from the heart.

“Jesus, I believe that you are the Son of God,  
who came from heaven to earth. 
I know I have lived my own way  
and have gone against God. 
I want to turn from everything I know to be wrong.  
I am sorry for what I have done; 
 please forgive me.”

There may be some things that come to mind for 
which you want to ask God for forgiveness.  
Take time to do this now.

“Jesus, I believe that you went to the cross for me. 
I believe that you took my sins on to yourself.  
I believe that you paid for my sins with your blood.  
I put my trust in you  
to make me clean in God’s eyes and right with God. 
Thank you for dying for me.

Please come into my life now 
and be one in charge. 
I ask you to fill me with your Spirit 
to help me live for you. 
Thank you for your love for me  
and for hearing my prayer.”
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Bible Verses 

The Cross of Jesus
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 
godlessness and wickedness of people, who supress the truth 
by their wickedness, since what may be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. For 
since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities – his 
eternal power and divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been made, so that people 
are without excuse.

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him 
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became 
futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. (1)

But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant 
heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the 
day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgement will be 
revealed. God will repay each person according to what they 
have done. To those who by persistence in doing good seek 
glory, honour and immortality, he will give eternal life. But 
for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. (2)

...all are under the power of sin. As it is written: ‘There is 
none righteous, not even one; there is no one who under-
stands; there is no one who seeks God. All have turned away, 
they have together become worthless; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.’ (3)

...all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.. (4)
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You see, at just the right time, while we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely will someone die for 
a righteous person, though for a good person someone might 
possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for 
us in this: while we were still sinners Christ died for us. (5)

He was despised and rejected by others, a man of suffering, 
and familiar with pain. Surely he took up our pain and bore 
our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, 
stricken by him, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed 
for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was 
on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, 
have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and 
the Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all. (6) (transgressions 
– acts of law-breaking, wrongdoing;  iniquities – acts of refusal 
to follow the right way.)

....we were by nature deserving of wrath. But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive in 
Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by 
grace you have been saved.(7) (grace – free undeserved kindness)

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and 
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by 
works so that no one can boast. (8)

...God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. God made him who 
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. (9) (reconciling – bringing together, 
making peace with another; righteousness - to have right 
standing, being free of wrongdoing in a legal sense.)

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement through 
the shedding of his blood..(10) (atonement - payment for 
wrongdoing)
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The Cross of Jesus
...he himself bore our sins in his body on the cross..  (11)

...in him we have redemption through his blood, the forgive-
ness of sins.. (12) (redemption – the payment of a debt)

...we have now been justified by his blood..(13) (justified – to 
have wrongdoing removed as an offense.)

...the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (14)

...the Son of God..loved me and gave himself for me.. (15)

...since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ (16)

...there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus..  (17)

...God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. (18)

...if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old 
has gone, the new is here! (19)

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you 
trust in him...(20)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble 
or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquers 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (21)

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare 
his own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not 
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? (22)
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I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being..and that 
you may have power..to grasp how wide and long and high 
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that 
surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure 
of all the fullness of God.  (23)

‘The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,’ 
that is, the message concerning faith that we proclaim. If you 
declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, 
and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are 
saved. As Scripture says, ‘Anyone who believes in him will 
never be put to shame.’ For there is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile – the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses 
all who call to him, for, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of 
the Lord will be saved.’ (24)

Jesus said, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 
hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in..” (25)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power 
of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes… For 
in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed – a righ-
teousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written; 
‘The righteous will live by faith.’ (26)
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10 (1.9) Exodus 13:2
11 (1.9) Leviticus 1:14-17
12 (1.10) Micah 5:2
13 (1.11) Jeremiah 31:15
14 (1.11) Hosea 11:1

Jesus’ Preparation
1 (2.1) Isaiah 40:3-5
2 (2.4)  2 Peter 2:4 Jude 6 Rev 20:10 Ezekiel 28:12-19  

Isaiah 14:12-15
3 (2.4) Deuteronomy 8:3
4 (2.4) Psalm 91:11,12
5 (2.4) Deuteronomy 6:16
6 (2.4) Deuteronomy 6:13
7 (2.5) Deuteronomy 18:15-18
8 (2.6) Leviticus 4:27-31
9 (2.6) 1Peter 2:24  2 Corinthians 5:21
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10 (2.8) Isaiah 52,53 Daniel 7:13,14
11 (2.8) Exodus 3:10; 19:9

Jesus’ First Year
1 (3.1) Psalm 69:9
2 (3.1) Psalm 16:10
3 (3.2) Numbers 21:4-9
4 (3.5) Genesis  25:19-26
5 (3.7) Isaiah 9:1,2
6 (3.9) Isaiah 53:4
7 (3.11) Leviticus 14:1-32
8 (3.12) Isaiah 61:1,2
9 (3.12) 1 Kings 17:8-16
10 (3.12) 2 Kings 5:1-14
11 (3.14) Hosea 6:6

Jesus’ Second Year
1 (4.1) Exodus  20:8-11
2 (4.3) Zechariah 12:10
3 (4.3) Numbers 24:17
4 (4.4) 1 Samuel 21:1-6
5 (4.4) Numbers  28:9,10
6 (4.6) Isaiah 42:1-4
7 (4.10) 2 Peter 3:13 Revelation 21:1-4
8 (4.11) Exodus 20:13
9 (4.12) Exodus 20:14
10 (4.12) Deuteronomy 24:1-4
11 (4.13) Deuteronomy 23:21
12 (4.14) Exodus 21:24
13 (4.15) Leviticus 19:18 Deuteronomy 23:6
14 (4.26) Malachi 3:1
15 (4.29) Psalm 78:2
16 (4.30) Isaiah 6:9,10
17 (4.37) Genesis 18:20; 19:23-25
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18 (4.43) Exodus 16:4,15   Numbers 11:7-9
19 (4.43) Exodus 16:11-35
20 (4.44) Isaiah 54:13
21 (4.45) Isaiah 29:13
22 (4.45) Exodus 20:12
23 (4.45) Exodus 21:17
24 (4.49) Jonah 1:17

Jesus’ Third Year
1 (5.2) Exodus 20:1-21; 24:3,4,7
2 (5.2) Leviticus 12:3
3 (5.2) Genesis  17:10-14
4 (5.3) Zechariah 14:8 Ezekiel 47:1-12
5 (5.3) 2 Samuel 7:16 Micah 5:2
6 (5.4) Leviticus 20:10 Deuteronomy 22:22
7 (5.5) Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15
8 (5.6) Genesis  4:1-10
9 (5.9) Psalms 82:6
10 (5.9) Genesis 1:26,27
11 (5.12) Malachi 4:5,6
12 (5.12) Isaiah 53: 3-12
13 (5.17) 2 Kings 1:3-17
14 (5.21) Ezekiel 28:12-17 Revelation 20:1-3,10
15 (5.22) Deuteronomy 6:4,5 Leviticus 19:18
16 (5.25) Jonah 1:1,2; 3:1-10
17 (5.25) 1 Kings 10:1-13
18 (5.26) Leviticus 27:30
19 (5.26) Genesis 4:8  2 Chronicles 24:20-22
20 (5.33) 2 Samuel 22:5,6 Isaiah 5:14
21 (5.37) Exodus 20:14
22 (5.37) Genesis 1:27; 2:24
23 (5.37) Deuteronomy 24:1-4
24 (5.37) Genesis 1:31; 3:22;5:12
25 (5.39) Daniel 12:2
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26 (5.39) John 19:40; 20:7
27 (5.41) Exodus 20:1-17 Deuteronomy 5:1-21
28 (5.42) Micah 4:7
29 (5.43) Psalms 16:9-11 Isaiah 53

Jesus’ Last Week
1 (6.3) Zechariah 9:9
2 (6.4) Isaiah 56:7
3 (6.4) Psalm 8:2
4 (6.7) Psalm  118:22,23
5 (6.9) Deuteronomy  25:5,6
6 (6.9) Exodus 3:1-6
7 (6.9) Deuteronomy 6:5
8 (6.9) Leviticus 19:18
9 (6.10) Psalm 110:1
10 (6.13) Exodus 16:10; 24:16; 40:34 Numbers 14:21 1 Kings 8:10
11 (6.13) Psalm 89:36;110:4  Isaiah 9:7  Daniel 7:14
12 (6.14) Isaiah 53:1
13 (6.14) Isaiah 6:10
14 (6.18) Daniel 9:26  Isaiah 63:4  Hosea 9:27  Zechariah 

14:1-2 Daniel 11:44   Revelation 16:12
15 (6.18) Daniel 9:27; 12:11
16 (6.22) Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-24
17 (6.22) Genesis 19:12-29

Jesus’ Last Meal
1 (7.1) Exodus  12:1-50
2 (7.3) Psalm 41:9
3 (7.3) Isaiah 53: 7,8
4 (7.4) Jeremiah  31:31-34
5 (7.8) Isaiah 5:1-7
6 (7.10) Psalm 35:19
7 (7.13) Psalm 41:8
8 (7.14) Isaiah 53:12
9 (7.14) Zechariah 13:7
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Jesus' Last Day
1 (8.2) Isaiah 52:13-53:12   Zechariah 13:7
2 (8.13) Psalm 22:18
3 (8.14) Psalm 69:21
4 (8.15) Leviticus 16:15-17
5 (8.15) Psalm 34:20
6 (8.15) Zechariah 12:10
7 (8.16) Zechariah 11:12,13

Jesus Comes Back To Life
1 (9.1) Psalm 16:10,11 Isaiah 53:10-12
2 (9.5) Genesis 49:10 Numbers 24:17 Deuteronomy 18:15-18 

Psalms 2:7 Isaiah 9:1-7 Daniel 7:13,14 Ezekiel 43:1-12 
Micah 5:1,2 Hosea 11:1 Jeremiah 31:15 Zechariah 
6:12-15 Malachi 3:1

3 (9.11) 1 Corinthians 12 and 14
4 (9.11) see 2(9.5)
5 (9.11) Isaiah 2:3; 49:6

Jesus Sends God’s Spirit
1 (10.1) Psalm 41:9
2 (10.1) Psalms 69:25
3 (10.1) Psalm 109:8
4 (10.3) Joel 2:28-32
5 (10.3) Psalm 16:8-11
6 (10.3) Psalm 132:11
7 (10.3) Psalm 110:1
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